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God’s Perspective for Us: All Things Are Possible 

with God 

John 20:24-31 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, open our hearts to your word for us. Amen. 

 

 Today is the final sermon of the series about 

dreaming again. To pursue our dreams, we need to 

look at our dreams from God’s perspective and not 

our own. The idea for this series comes from a series 

called Daring to Dream Again by Mainstay Church 

Resources. 

 Last week I challenged you to write down some 

of your internal messages that have the potential to 

serve as barriers to following your God-given dreams. 

Considering some of my future dreams, I wrote, “I 

missed my opportunity to play the viola really well,” 

“I’m too old to learn sign language well enough to 

communicate with Ruth,” “My osteoarthritis will keep 

me from being active.” 

 I also considered messages I’ve heard that 

might potentially sabotage the dreams of our 

congregation. These include, “People don’t want to 

attend church in a school,” “We don’t have enough 

full-time residents to build a stable ministry,” and 

“There is too much uncertainty about the direction of 

the larger denomination.” 

 If we really want to follow God’s dreams for 

both ourselves and for the church, we need to admit 

that we too quickly dismiss our dreams because we’ve 

already decided they are impossible. We don’t want to 

be disappointed or get our hopes up, so we bury our 

dreams instead of opening our hearts to God who 

makes all things possible. 

 What are some of the God-given dreams that 

you have allowed to die because you don’t think God 

is interested or that God is capable enough to work 

through you to accomplish them? What a sad thing it 

is when we in our human understanding shut down 

something that God crafted and brought to our hearts! 

 The apostle Thomas let his dream die. He had 

believed Jesus was God’s special messenger who 

would change the world. He was chosen as one of 

Jesus’ twelve closest disciples and he walked with 

Jesus for three years. This was the one who’d take 

away the sins of the world and usher in the Kingdom 

or God, he thought. Thomas and Jesus ate together, 

ministered together, laughed and cried together. 

Thomas saw amazing miracles. It was a glorious time 

to dream big. 

 Then everything changed. Jesus was crucified, 

died, and buried. Thomas’ hope died with his hero. 

Thomas was away when Jesus appeared to the others 

in the locked room. “So the other disciples told him, 

‘We have seen the Lord!’” (John 20:25a) 
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 You can imagine what Thomas thought. “Will 

these people never give up? Dead people don’t rise. 

I’m not getting my hopes up again.” I imagine there 

was a little twinge of hope though, a twinge of 

longing to believe, so he protected himself from 

further hurt. “But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 

nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 

the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 

not believe.’” (John 20:25b) 

 Oh, I can relate. It’s the proverbial, “Hit me 

over the head with a two-by-four, Lord, if you want 

my attention again!” 

 Over the last seven weeks, we’ve looked at 

God’s perspective on our perceived barriers to 

following our dreams. We learned to: 

• let God heal our painful pasts, 

• see ourselves with the eyes of God as 

wonderfully created and beautifully gifted, 

• look for God’s present involvement in our lives, 

• establish godly goals, 

• empower our dream with prayer, and 

• move beyond our comfort zone. 

I pray you’ve been working through these and 

asking God’s help to see with his perspective. Today 

we’re looking at one of the greatest promises in the 

Bible. It’s time to believe and claim God’s promise 

that in God, all things are possible. Reclaim your 

dream! 

We have two kinds of obstacles to overcome. 

There are internal obstacles and external ones. We are 

talking about limits to the breadth of our own thinking 

that prevent the fulfillment of our dream. Jesus helped 

Thomas with these perceived barriers. 

The first is Internal Barriers of Doubt.  

It is easy for us to sit back 2,000 years after the 

fact and criticize the characters of the Bible. We noted 

that when we talked about Judas. We tend to do the 

same with Thomas. Thomas had a reputation as a 

doubter and to this day when we run into skeptical 

people, we call them “Doubting Thomases.” Scripture 

also seems to affirm our view of Thomas. 

In John 11, Jesus learned that Lazarus was ill. 

So, he planned a trip to Bethany near Jerusalem. The 

disciples, note the ‘s’ on that, not just Thomas, 

discouraged the trip because the religious leaders had 

recently tried to stone Jesus. Jesus states that he will 

travel openly by day and not be reduced to sneaking 

around in the dark, to which Thomas said, “Let us 

also go, that we may die with him!” A bit pessimistic, 

right? On the other hand, at least Thomas was willing 

to die for Jesus. Can we say the same? And, perhaps 

Thomas was just voicing what the others felt. He said 

things plainly. 

Today’s scripture reading began, “Now 

Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the 

Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 

came.” (John 20:24) So when the others proclaimed 
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they’d seen and spoken with the Lord, it was too 

much for this grieving man. And don’t forget, those 

very same disciples had not believed the women when 

they reported that the tomb was empty or when Mary 

said she’d seen Jesus alive. They also had to see Jesus 

alive for themselves, didn’t they? 

Perhaps when we call Thomas a ‘Doubting 

Thomas’ we are really trying to see past the log in our 

own eye. Jesus showed so much more grace and 

understanding. When he returned to the locked room a 

week later, “[Jesus] said to Thomas, ‘Put your 

finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 

and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 

believe.’” (John 20:27) 

Don’t be too hard on yourself for those niggling 

doubts within you. Consider this, Doubt is 

compatible with faith. Jesus didn’t rebuke Thomas 

for doubting. He did say “Stop doubting.” He did the 

same with Peter when Peter sank into the water. But 

Jesus was quick in both cases to cross the chasm of 

doubt and reach out. Thomas was honest in dealing 

with his doubt and Jesus helped him move forward. 

Let’s be honest in dealing with our doubts. 

Remember, the opposite of faith is not doubt. 

The opposite of faith is unbelief. 

Jesus helps us with our doubts. Notice he 

named exactly what Thomas said he needed. God 

hears us when we express our honest doubt. He met 

Thomas at his greatest need. And he does the same for 

us. In fact, John wrote his gospel so we could believe, 

we who weren’t physically able to touch his hands 

and side. 

“Jesus performed many other signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in 

this book. But these are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his 

name.” (John 20:30-31) God’s word is a gift of love 

for us! Claim it. Use it! 

Move to action. Once Thomas dealt with his 

doubt, he moved to action. Jesus gave him just what 

he needed and “Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and 

my God!’” (John 20:28) Once Thomas saw for 

himself the evidence of the resurrection, he was 

committed. Sometimes our own intellectualism 

becomes a barrier. He had limited his belief to only 

what he could see and touch. 

Which of your doubts are truly internal 

barriers? Look back at your list. Identify your doubts 

and share them honestly with Jesus. Jesus will help 

you deal with them. Jesus may prompt you to share 

them with a trusted Christian friend who can help you 

think through them and weight the value of accepting 

on faith. Ask Jesus to increase your faith and reveal 

himself to you mightily. 

Our second challenges are External barriers 

or circumstances. 
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Thomas and the disciples had to deal with 

external barriers. Following Jesus’ crucifixion, they 

were intimidated. They were gathered in a locked 

room out of fear for their lives. Their leader was 

executed, and the religious leaders of the time just 

might come after them next. They’d followed Jesus 

faithfully and now had no leader. Public opinion was 

against them. The world looked hostile and wicked 

and they hid in fear. 

And yet, into and through this barrier came 

Jesus. “Though the doors were locked, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 

you!’” (John 20:26b) Jesus offers his peace even 

when we, much like his disciples, are found hiding 

behind the locked doors of our comfort zone. People 

may laugh at us, we think, or call us ‘Jesus freaks.’ 

And Jesus comes to us and says, “Peace be with 

you.” I hear, “Stop worrying about all of that! Stop 

questioning everything and trying to solve it 

yourself.” 

Looking at some of the perceived barriers for 

this church, I believe both the concern about meeting 

in a school and the concern about the larger 

denomination are examples of perceived external 

barriers. God called us to start a church here. He put 

us here at such a time as this. FYI, CCV, Community 

of Grace, and Journey, three of the larger churches 

near us, started and grew in schools first! God makes 

all thing possible! And the issue of the denomination, 

well, the good news is, we don’t have to first solve all 

that to be the church in this moment and this time. We 

don’t have to have the answers to be in ministry to the 

world and share God’s love and light. God just wants 

us to be his church! 

It is a tremendous blessing to push past all our 

perceived barriers. It’s a good and beautiful thing to 

hold onto and move forward with our God-given 

dreams. It is an awesome thing to experience God 

working in and through us. It is an incredible blessing 

to see what God can do when we join him in faith. It 

is truly amazing to embrace our God-given dreams 

and live into the purpose God created for us. 

It isn’t likely that my dreams and your dreams 

are possible through just our own actions. But, with 

God, all God-given dreams are possible. God gave 

you the dream because he knows you and gifted you. 

Together you can accomplish it and he is trusting you 

to! Will you join God in his best, refusing to let any 

perceived barrier stop you, or will you miss out on 

being God’s hands, feet, and heart in this world? That 

really isn’t a gift you want to give up. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we call things impossible that 

you’ve invited us into. Help us trust in your promises 

and your faithfulness. We join you in your best for us. 

Amen. 


