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God’s Holy Touch 

Romans 10:9-15 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Thank you for the gift of celebration. Let us today 

see your holy touch in the life and growth of this 

church. Amen. 

 

 Happy Anniversary church! The Christian 

church can’t exist without God’s holy touch and 

faithful people. Being part of a new church is 

definitely an adventure. Sometimes the journey has 

been challenging and other times awe inspiring 

and all of it blessed by God’s holy touch. Today, I 

want to share some of the numerous miracles of 

Spirit Song. 

 When I received the call from the 

conference in 2010 to be appointed to Spirit Song 

meeting in Vistancia school, I was in Yuma 

serving on a retreat. Neither John nor I had any 

idea where Vistancia was or anything about the 

community. I was told two things, I would be 

required to move to the community and they 

wanted an answer the next morning. John and I 

prayed on the long drive home from Yuma, and we 

both felt this was from God. 

 We were majorly underwater in our home in 

Glendale because of the housing crash, yet, God 

has faithfully kept a steady stream of renters in that 

home and the value of the home is gradually 

creeping back up. In addition, my mother’s home 

had been on the market in Flagstaff since her 

passing three years earlier and the day we needed 

to make a down payment on our Vistancia home, I 

received my check for 1/3. It was God’s timing. 

 Spirit Song grieved the loss of their 

founding pastor, Steve Marshall, and it was a 

tough blow for the less than two-year-old church. 

Many left the church. Numbers were low and 

finances weren’t good. I learned we were two 

months behind in paying the school rent. We did 

some cutting, including me not being paid on time 

for eight months, and we paid our rent. A few 

months later, we were again two months behind. 

 I asked the church to pray and I went to the 

school district to ask for a reduction in rent. They 

went above and beyond my request and did 

something totally unprecedented that many said 

was impossible – they cut our rent in half for a 

year! That’s God’s holy touch. 

 The church put out signs on Sunday 

morning, as we do now, to help advertise our 

presence. One day I received a call from the HOA 

that a complaint was filed and we couldn’t put out 

signs. Those with ‘church memory’ said they 

thought we’d been given permission. So, I asked 

everyone to pray, and I met with the HOA. They 
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said the developer board would have to decide if 

we could put signs out or not. We prayed more and 

rejoiced when the developer board approved the 

signage. We are the only entity that has official 

approval to put signs in the community! 

 We begin to reach out with community 

activities. One of our first was a carnival in the 

park adjacent to the school. But, getting the word 

out was a challenge. Again, I asked for prayer, and 

went to the HOA to ask if they’d advertise our 

carnival in the eblast, their electronic newsletter. 

This conflicted with two policies. One was that 

nothing but HOA activities could be advertised 

and the second was that nothing religious or 

political could go in the newsletter or be held in 

the HOA buildings. 

 But God breaks down barriers. Our carnival 

was advertised and then future activities, too - as 

long as they were open to all in the community. No 

problem there! 

 Another big barrier was holding functions at 

the HOA itself. Our first approach was for 

vacation Bible school. They let us use the 

clubhouse and advertised it! Then I called one day 

and asked if they’d advertise a Bible study in my 

home, making it available to everyone. Their 

response was – ready – yes, they’d advertise but 

only if I moved the Bible study to the HOA 

buildings! 

 It seemed that just about every month, I 

stood up before the church and shared another 

answer to pray and faith in pray – and the church - 

grew. God’s holy touch broke down barriers and 

reassured us that this church was to continue. We 

were encouraged and motivated to persevere and 

claim for God every inch of headway God gained 

for us. 

 Initially guests didn’t feel we were a viable 

church and we didn’t have much to offer children. 

Yet, with each person or family who caught the 

vision and stayed, our viability improved, and we 

began to offer more. Once we reached about fifty 

in worship, things begin to pick up a little. I think 

we all had our own mental goals. When we began 

to worship around 75, it sparked new enthusiasm 

and then we passed 100! 

 God has also grown us into the church He 

wants as the miracles continue. We are unique. 

One of our unique characteristics is that we are 

multigenerational! Some churches claim that, but 

the children are completely excluded from the 

body. We recognize that the missing age group 

from churches, those in their 30’s to 50’s, is the 

group who as children were separated from church 

growing up. They had their own Sunday classes 

and activities. They went away to college and 

when they tried church, it was foreign to them. 

They couldn’t relate to it. 
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 Our kiddos have the opportunity to truly 

connect in worship and with the body of people, 

and that is because of the willingness of adults to 

welcome children. Some of the sweetest stories 

have been between our oldest and our youngest. 

Some of you who drive up the 303 from the Sun 

City area have expressed you do so because you 

want a church with children. We’re doing 

something new here and God is blessing it. 

 We’re also unique in the wonderful mix, not 

only of generations, but of denominations. We 

have Catholics, Presbyterians, Lutherans, 

Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodist and others who 

all worship together and celebrate Holy 

Communion. That’s God’s holy touch! God has 

revealed what unity in the church means. There are 

different theological stances, but one core in Jesus 

Christ crucified, died, and raised for us. That’s 

God’s holy touch, God’s grace! 

 God continues to surprise us and guide us in 

answering our call. As a new church start, and the 

only church in this community for nine years (the 

newest two only started here this year and a lot is 

due to the pathway we opened with God’s help!) 

we are taking the great commission to go and 

make disciples of Jesus seriously. 

As Paul wrote in today’s scripture about 

reaching those who don’t know Jesus, “But how 

are they to call on one in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe in one of 

whom they have never heard? And how are 

they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 

And how are they to proclaim him unless they 

are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who bring good news!” 

(Romans 10:14-15) 

We have been sent. God sent all followers of 

Jesus in the great commission. May we all have 

beautiful feet, sharing our gratitude for Jesus and 

what he means in our lives. How can people 

believe if they haven’t heard? How can they hear if 

no one proclaims Jesus?  

This is what Spirit Song is about! Praise 

God that we get to be part of his work! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we thank you for your faithful presence and 

protection and guiding of this church through this 

first decade. We are grateful! May we always be 

guided by you in all that we do. Amen. 


