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We have begun to dig into the 

prophets and kings of the Old 

Testament to see what God is saying 

to us now. Last week I was reminded 

that we sometimes choose what is not 

good for us. We read about how the 

people wanted a king. Despite God’s 

warning through Samuel, the people 

continued to plead for one. We were 

reminded that there are people in our 

life like Samuel who are there to help 

hold us accountable for our bad 

decisions.  

 

This week we fast forward to Samuel 

acting on God’s behalf to anoint a 

new King. While I read this passage, I 

was filled with more questions than 

answers about God and how God 

works...I could not help but place 

myself in the position of Samuel and 

imagine the conversations he and God 

had.  

 

 

1st Person Samuel.  

 

Hi, God. It’s me Samuel, your 

prophet. God, I believe we are in 

good standing with one another. 

From the day you called my name as I 

was sleeping, in the presence of Eli, I 

have tuned my ear to you. We have 

worked well together to bring 

guidance to these people you call 

yours. You reassured me that their 

desire for a King was not a slight 

against my leadership, but a break in 

their relationship with you. And now, 

through these many years you have 

provided them with Saul, their King. 

Saul has struggled as a King and has 

recently shown that he would rather 

listen to the people than be obedient 

to You. 

 

It is time now to select a new King. 

But the examples of other nations are 

to let the sons of the current King take 

that role. And yet we do not see any 

godliness in them. How can you ask 

me to anoint our next King when the 

current King is alive and well and has 

many offspring to take the role? Do 

you wish me to die? If he knew I was 

pursuing this task...he would kill me. 

It is treason. 

  

Oh God. I do mourn for Saul. You 

have called me out, you know my 

inner thoughts and feelings. You can 

see right through me. I want to please 

you and your people so badly. I feel it 

is my fault that Saul and his family 

have turned out the way they have. 

The people wanted a King and I 

thought, with your help we might 

work through that King so that more 

people may know you. And yet you 

warned me, and you warned the 

people what a king would bring to us. 

And you were right. Thank you for 

knowing me God and helping me to 

come to terms with what is really 

going on inside of me.  



As you show me the way forward you 

remind me that what is pleasing to us 

here on Earth is only part of the 

beauty of what you have created. 

Beauty is on the inside as well as on 

the outside and You see both clearly. 

Help me to see what you see. Help me 

discern the way forward, especially 

for our next King.  

 

God, you pointed me in the direction 

of Jesse the Bethlemite. He has many 

sons. Show me which of these men 

will lead your people in the next 

generation. Many of these men are 

fine looking. Many are strong. Are 

you sure that the one you have chosen 

is not among them? Can you speak 

up? I am worried I am not hearing 

you correctly. Jesse, do you have any 

other sons? You do? Bring him here. 

Yes, I know that he is the youngest 

and is minding the sheep, send 

another of your sons to take his place. 

I will wait.  

 

The Lord and I will wait.  

 

Ah yes, your name is David?  

 

God he is not bad looking. When you 

say that you look on the heart are you 

suggesting that this red-haired 

freckled boy with pleasing eyes is not 

the one? Or are you telling me that 

you see more than what I see? Is this 

young man the one who you choose? 

He is young. It will be some time 

before he is ready to lead. He would 

not have been my first choice God. 

Ahh...yes, I see now. That is what you 

mean. You can see what I cannot see. 

You see David’s gifts, you see his love 

for his flock, you see his ability for 

leadership that has gone un-noticed 

even by his father who did not bring 

him here. Or did Jesse notice, and did 

he want to keep David close to home 

to keep his usefulness for his family? 

Either way, here is our new King. 

 

It is interesting that in the scripture we 

looked at last week, God warned the 

people against a King, but in the 

scripture this week God is more active 

in choosing the King for the people. 

Saul did mostly good things but has 

now fallen out of favor with God due 

to being disobedient to God. In the 

chapters before today’s: He went to 

battle with the Amalekites, as was 

asked by God through Samuel, but the 

people brought statues of gods, slaves, 

and goods back when they were 

supposed to destroy everything. 

(Gruesome.) Samuel had to take care 

of some of those things himself 

because Saul would not. (Because of 

power plays, not out of compassion.)  

 

Saul claims that the people took the 

animals and goods to offer them on an 

altar for God. Samuel responds to 

Saul that God wants obedience over 

sacrifice. This raises up the idea that 

some leaders, in the Bible and in our 

world, are more interested in what 

would make it seem that they were 

good and obedient to God, when they 

were actually willful, greedy, and 



unjust. David F. Payne points to us 

and calls us out too. He says, “It is all 

too human to suppose that, so long as 

we habitually attend church and carry 

out our regular devotions, God will 

applaud our piety and turn a blind eye 

to faults of character and wrongful 

actions.”   

 

Besides being called out on Saul’s, 

and our own outward signs of 

obedience that cover up our inward 

desire to sin. Our scripture today also 

shows that God uses situations for 

God’s purpose. 

 

God did not have to give the people 

another king. God did it on God’s 

own without the provocation of the 

people. God chose the new King out 

of the region, out of the family line. 

The kingship would move to the 

southern tribe and eventually David 

would be king of both Israel 

(Northern Tribe) and Judah (Southern 

Tribe.)  

Then God blessed David by giving 

David God’s Spirit. 

“The Spirit of the Lord came mightily 

on David.”  

 

We too depend on the Spirit’s 

movement. David was strong because 

God’s spirit was in him. “In the Old 

Testament the function of the Spirit of 

God is above all to equip a person 

with the highest possible ability, 

whether for battle, or royal office or 

prophetic office… however the Spirit 

is not a possession to be hugged to 

oneself with pride but an enabling 

power for the benefit and service of 

others.” (David F. Payne) 

  

God used David, who was a shepherd, 

to show how Kings needed to guide, 

lead, and protect those in their care. In 

the Hebrew Bible, shepherds became 

metaphors for Kings.  

 

God chose the youngest of Jesse’s 

sons. This has significance in the 

Hebrew Bible. From Abel and Cain, 

to Jacob and Esau, to Isaac and 

Ishamael, to Joseph and Reuben, God 

shows favoritism to the youngest. 

“This indicates that not seniority, but 

suitability is the decisive factor.” 

God sees into people’s hearts. God 

uses situations to God’s advantage 

and God chooses those who would 

not have been chosen by us, God 

chooses not by power, seniority, or 

good looks, but what is in the heart.  

 

When I was born, the doctors 

diagnosed me with a rare genetic 

disorder called galactosemia. It is a 

condition of my digestive system 

where one cannot digest milk 

products. If consumed, they would 

build up in the system, cause pain, 

and if too much built up, death. 

Babies whose diets are not changed 

immediately who have this condition 

experience development delays in 

physical and mental growth. For the 

first 10 years of my life, I lived 

without milk products. I wore an 

emergency bracelet on my arm for 10 



years. When I was 10, my cousin who 

had entered medical school did 

research on this condition and posed 

some interesting questions and facts 

to the doctors who had diagnosed me. 

Within the year, with extra 

consultations and tests, the doctors 

retracted their original diagnosis. 

While I have a reduced number of 

enzymes to digest milk products, I am 

not galactosemic as they once 

thought.  

 

At age 10 I was able to then eat 

cheese, ice cream, butter… you get 

the picture. But during those three 

years… from 7 to 10 lots of other 

stuff happened too. My mother was 

rushed to the hospital with 

tachycardia. There were cells in her 

heart that made her heartbeat over 200 

beats per minute lying down. Also, 

my older sister got married, had her 

first child, and I moved schools, 

homes and towns 2 times in 2 years. 

When I arrived in Tucson in 7th grade 

none of the other students could see 

the journey I had gone through. They 

saw a chubby, ill-styled newbie.   Pre- 

teen and teenage years are hard. 

Everything is based on looks, on 

style. I am thankful for the friends I 

made, but I could have used more 

people willing to get to know who I 

was and what I had gone through.  

When we look at people, we cannot 

see what is happening inside, what 

their concerns or worries or 

celebrations are. We cannot see their 

gifts, their leadership, their passion. 

We cannot see what the last years 

have been like. 

  

God knows all of us.  God cares about 

our stories and our histories. God 

cares about our faults and out gifts. 

We are taught today that God looks 

and sees our hearts and that was how 

David was chosen to be King, not by 

outward physical traits but those 

things that make a person kind, a 

good leader...etc. 

 

What is God saying to you in this 

scripture. How will you use this idea 

and this story? 

 

For me, I want to see how God sees. I 

will let God work through my eyes 

and hearts around people. I think my 

7th grade self would have liked more 

people to have known me like God 

knew me. May we all aspire to see as 

God sees. 

 

Amen.  
 

 


