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God Come to Earth 

Luke 2:15-20 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, slow us down. Open our ears and heart to your 

message. Amen. 

 

 When Queen Victoria of England lived in her 

summer residence, she used to take long walks through 

the countryside in simple clothes so that she wouldn’t 

be recognized as the queen. On one day it began to 

rain. The queen ran to a little cottage for shelter. She 

asked the woman who lived there if she might borrow 

an umbrella, so she could walk home under its 

covering.  

 The woman had never seen Queen Victoria and 

had no idea who it was who stood at her door. She was 

a grumpy woman and not inclined to help others. She 

grudgingly said, “I have two umbrellas. One is very 

good and almost new. The other is quite worn. You can 

take the old one; the new one I won’t lend to anybody. 

Who knows when I would get it back?” And she 

handed the old umbrella to the queen. It was very 

tattered, and the spokes were sticking out all around. 

 The queen graciously thanked the woman for her 

kindness as if she’d been handed the best umbrella. 

Making the most of it, Queen Victoria thought to 

herself, “An old umbrella is better than none at all.” 

She promised to return the umbrella promptly and left 

smiling. 

 The next morning the woman answered the 

knock at her door to find a servant in royal garb 

returning her old umbrella. He said that Queen Victoria 

of England sent her thanks for the loan. The poor 

woman was horrified when she realized to whom she’d 

lent the worn umbrella. She repeatedly said, “Oh, if I’d 

only known! If I’d only known! 

 Do you suppose the people of Bethlehem felt 

that way when they later learned the long-promised 

Messiah, the Savior, was born in their little town in a 

very humble place without welcome or hospitality? 

 The truth is, we too might feel the same way if 

we miss the gift of Christ tonight. We long for a 

Christmas with deep meaning, a Christmas where we 

sense the holy. We want to know the wonder and the 

mystery of God-come-to-earth. Yet, I wonder, do we 

get it? Do we know who this Christ is? 

 Tonight’s scripture reading began, “When the 

angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about.’” (Luke 2:15)  

 We come into the Christmas story after much has 

happened. The angels had told the shepherds, “Do not 

be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 

great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11) The shepherds, 
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like all the Jewish people, had long waited for the 

coming of the Messiah. This was amazing news. It 

meant God was fulfilling his promise to the people, the 

promise to send a Savior to the people. The shepherds 

didn’t know the details, but they certainly heard these 

headlines. 

 When the angel had first come to Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, and told her that she would bear God’s 

son, no big announcements were made. When Joseph 

learned Mary was with child and was reassured by an 

angle that the child was God’s by way of the Holy 

Spirit, Joseph had taken her home to be his wife. I can’t 

imagine that either of them understood the mystery of 

her pregnancy – I’m not sure we can. But both accepted 

this special call to bring God’s son into the world. 

 And still no announcement was made. The infant 

was born with little fanfare - until this night. 

 The angels shouted the glorious news that the 

Savior, the Messiah, Christ the Lord, was born in 

Bethlehem just as the prophets had foretold. And the 

shepherds, lowest of the society, were the first to hear 

this remarkable news. They couldn’t wait to go see the 

baby for themselves and went into Bethlehem to find 

the Christ child. 

 Imagine their surprise when they found the child 

lying in a manger in a lowly setting, born to a young 

peasant girl and a woodcarver. No palace. No banners 

hung, and spotlights turned on. Yet they knew, 

somehow, they knew in their spirits that this little one 

truly was the Savior of the world. 

 I wonder if the shepherds at any point thought 

that maybe they shouldn’t go to the Christ child. After 

all, they were considered ‘unclean’ because they 

worked with the animals. I wonder if they expected to 

find Christ in the home of wealthy people with 

immaculate carpets. If so, it must have been a relief to 

find the child among the animals with humble parents. 

This should encourage us. It is reminder that Jesus 

came for all of us, no matter our station in life. 

 And the shepherds were excited about this new 

King of kings. “When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what had been told 

them about this child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds said to them.” (Luke 

2:17-18) That’s what happens with great news. They 

couldn’t keep it quiet. They told of the wonder and 

those who heard were amazed. 

 The Messiah was born. Jesus opened a window 

to the new Kingdom and it was time for God’s greatest 

gift of love to be celebrated. Oh, there would be delays. 

This child still needed to grow up. However, I believe 

on that night, hope entered the hearts of people again. 

God had kept his promise. 

 Some people would not hear of Jesus until he 

began his ministry. They might have forgotten the 

stories of the baby born in Bethlehem until Jesus began 

teaching and healing. Maybe you haven’t really heard 

about Jesus either, or never received enough teaching 

to know that you can have a relationship with Jesus, 
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that Jesus invites you to follow him. The wonderful 

thing is, it is never too late for us to choose Jesus. 

 Have you seen some of the posts on the 

community social media pages saying that baby Jesus 

has been stolen from different Nativity scenes in 

people’s front yards? Our baby Jesus was stolen one 

year. It was quite disappointing to go out and find him 

gone. I was sad. I prayed that God would touch the 

heart of the thief and we’d get our baby Jesus back. It 

wasn’t a prayer of faith. I doubted we’d see the little 

figure again. 

 One afternoon a few days later, I arrived home 

and saw baby Jesus back in the Nativity on our lawn! 

He’d been returned, and I gave thanks to God and 

asked God’s blessing on the person who returned the 

little figure. 

 My question tonight is, do we have baby Jesus in 

our scene, as it were. Not just the Nativity scene. Do 

we have Jesus in our lives throughout the year? Or has 

he disappeared? Do we have room in our hearts for 

Jesus? Do we have that special spiritual connection? 

 The truth is, having Jesus in our life scene brings 

great joy. It is good news. It is “tidings of great joy!” 

Finding room for Jesus is not a negative thing.  

 When Jesus is part of our lives, we suddenly 

have a sense of purpose. We find direction. We love 

what Jesus loves. We value what he values. We live for 

a purpose outside of ourselves. 

 Jesus came to Earth for a reason: 

• He came to find those who are lost 

• He came to fill the emptiness 

• He came to point us to the way, the truth and the 

life 

• He came to reveal God 

• He came that we “may have life, and have it 

abundantly” (John 10:10) 

There is an emptiness in living life just for 

ourselves. We’re meant for so much more! We can 

choose to make room for Jesus in our lives, again. We 

can restore him to his rightful place. 

In fact, you are doing that tonight. You chose to 

come to worship tonight. Your presence is a gift to 

God. He recognizes you could have been many other 

places tonight, but you chose to be in church 

celebrating the birth of the Christ. Let it be more than 

one night. Restore Jesus to your ongoing life. 

 Let’s not be like the woman who had the queen 

on her very doorstep and missed the encounter. Jesus is 

just a breath away waiting for us to invite him in. Start 

with prayer. I prayed for the return of our little baby 

Jesus figurine. In like matter you can touch the heart of 

God tonight by praying for Jesus in your life.  

 Its time to know the completeness and wholeness 

Jesus has in store for you. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, thank you. Thank you for the gift of you at 

Christmas. Help us to accept your gift fully! We praise 

you. Amen. 

 


