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From God’s Perspective: Empower Your Dreams 

with Prayer 

1 Samuel 1:9-17 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, may my words be yours. If I’ve written 

anything that is not of you, let it not be received. 

Amen. 

 

 A man named Elkanah lived in the hill 

country of Ephraim. As was common for Israelites 

in those days, Elkanah had two wives. His wife 

Peninnah had children, while his wife Hannah 

remained barren. Unfortunately, Peninnah was 

unkind and unjust in her treatment of Hannah and 

bragged about her children while Hannah had none. 

However, Elkanah continued to love Hannah very 

much. When they traveled to Shiloh to worship and 

sacrifice, Elkanah gave portions to Peninnah and 

each of her children. But he gave Hannah a special 

portion because he loved her. 

 But Hannah longed for a son of her own. 

While in Shiloh, Hannah went alone to the 

Tabernacle to pray. “In her deep anguish Hannah 

prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly.” (1 Samuel 

1:10) If you’ve ever wondered if it is ok to weep in 

prayer or even to feel bitter, the answer is ‘yes.’ 

Hannah came before the Lord authentically 

struggling with her challenge and her unfulfilled 

dream. Crying in prayer is not unusual. God 

understands us expressing our authentic feelings 

even if they are anger or resentment. We truly are 

invited before God with every agony and every joy 

we feel. Don’t, however, try to fake tears or anger 

or grief. God knows your heart. 

 Hannah had a dream. She wanted a son and 

she wanted a son so badly she was willing to give 

her son to the Lord in service if God would allow 

her to birth the boy. “…I will give him to the 

LORD for all the days of his life…” (vs. 11) She 

would love her son, but she loved and trusted God 

even more. 

Eli the priest was sitting by the entrance 

observing Hannah as she prayed, and he noticed her 

lips moving without her speaking aloud. He 

assumed she was drunk and challenged her. The 

Bible is authentic. It isn’t cleaned up and sanitized. 

This woman was praying so fervently and with 

such passion that Eli thought she’d had too much 

wine. Fortunately, Eli listened as Hannah shared 

her story. Let’s guard against jumping to 

assumptions and take time to listen to others! 

Hannah shared, “I have not been drinking 

wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the 

LORD.” (vs. 15) Have you been so intense in your 

prayers that you’d say you’d been pouring out your 

soul? This is fervent prayer. This is no holding 
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back going before God knowing that he alone can 

meet our greatest needs, that he alone cares deeply 

about our lives, that he alone knows the path he 

created for each of us. 

“Eli answered, ‘Go in peace, and may the 

God of Israel grant you what you have asked of 

him.’” (vs. 17)  

What do we do when our dreams aren’t 

fulfilled, when life doesn’t turn out as we planned? 

Hannah desperately wanted a child. In her 

desperation, she still chose to dare to dream. 

Certainly, with the long delay, Hannah might have 

given up. She might have stopped dreaming. 

We are continuing our series on daring to 

dream again. We are called to dream our God-given 

dreams even when it appears the barriers to our 

dreams seem too great. From Gideon, we learned to 

view ourselves as God sees us – as fully capable 

and prepared for what God calls us to. From David, 

we learned to wait for God’s perfect timing and, 

while waiting, to look for evidence of God at work 

in our lives. From Judas’s choices, we learned that 

setting godly goals helps guard us against our 

feelings of dissatisfaction. If you have missed any 

of this sermon series, they are posted on the church 

website. 

Now in Hannah’s story, we are reminded 

about the power of prayer. We can empower our 

dream by praying to God. 

Prayer often arises out of deep need. 

Unfortunately, we too often wait to pray until 

we feel desperate. However, we can grow in our 

prayer lives so that we pray for even the smallest 

steps and, since we’re watching for God’s 

movement in our lives, we can give prayers of 

thanksgiving when we see those small steps 

accomplished. 

I believe we’d experience far less 

dissatisfaction and frustration if we learned to pray 

all along the way and not wait until we’re 

desperate. However, a desperate prayer is better 

than no prayer. Even more sad is when we give up 

on the dream and don’t cry out to the Lord about it. 

Please, if you’re feeling desperate about 

anything, or you’re not to that point, but you’d 

appreciate prayer support, avail yourself of the time 

during communion when we have prayer stations at 

the back. Yes, it is powerful to pray on your own. It 

is also powerful to ask others to pray for you. There 

are times when we feel we’ve prayed the same 

thing over and over and it is refreshing to have 

someone else pray with us. There are times when 

we feel so overwhelmed that we can’t even think of 

words to pray. Go for prayer. Let someone else lift 

the words that God brings to their mind. Prayer is 

an amazing gift, both in your personal prayer life 

and in letting others pray for you. 
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The comic strip The Family Circus, by Bill 

Keane, shows the family playing a card game 

together. The father reads the card, “What is the 

greatest source of power in the world today?” 

Thought circles appear over the children including 

a high-voltage tower, a huge elephant, a strong 

wind bending trees, the sun, Superman carrying 

Lois Lane, and a nuclear plant. The thought circle 

above the mother’s head shows her little daughter 

kneeling in prayer on her bed at night. What is the 

greatest source of power in your world today? 

Prayer is often a process, rather than an 

event. 

I certainly don’t believe Hannah prayed only 

that one time. I imagine she’d prayed many times 

throughout her years of barrenness. And I imagine 

she kept praying that Eli’s words would be true 

when she left the tabernacle hoping to conceive. 

And I believe she prayed throughout her pregnancy 

for the health of her child. 

People have said to me, “I prayed once and it 

didn’t happen so God must not want it for me.” 

Yet, we’re told in scripture to pray and pray again. 

Remember these words, “Then Jesus told his 

disciples a parable to show them that they 

should always pray and not give up.” (Luke 18:1) 

Jesus told the parable of the persistent widow. She 

brought her petition to the judge daily until the 

judge, an unjust one at that, finally gave in to her 

request. Jesus closed by saying, “Listen to what 

the unjust judge says, and will not God bring 

about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to 

him day and night?” (Luke 18:6-7) God loves 

you. God cares about what is happening in your 

life. He does grant free will and sometimes it takes 

time to orchestrate all the pieces, especially when 

the actions of others are needed. And sometimes we 

have to wait for God’s perfect timing. Sometimes 

our prayer needs tweaking and God will do that as 

we pray over time. 

I prayed for a man over several months. He 

consistently asked that I pray for his brain tumor to 

disappear. So, I prayed as he asked. One day his 

answer was different. He asked that I pray he not 

have pain and die easily. God had used our prayer 

times to guide him into a place of peace with dying 

and helped him change his prayer accordingly. 

Deep peace from God is one of the most wonderful 

gifts of prayer.  

I believe you can pray for the same thing 

persistently until or unless God has you modify it. 

Trust God. 

Great things happen as a result of prayer. 

In Hannah’s case, her prayer for a son was 

answered in the affirmative. And as God often 

does, he did more than she asked. Hannah 

presented Samuel to Eli and dedicated Samuel to 

God, “The Lord was gracious to Hannah; she 
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gave birth to three sons and two daughters. 

Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the 

presence of the LORD.” (1 Samuel 2:21) Not only 

was Hannah granted additional children, Samuel 

grew to lead Israel to the point that the people could 

dare to dream again. 

What about when your prayer isn’t answered 

the way you wanted? Even when the prayer isn’t 

answered the way we first asked, God brings great 

comfort and peace into our current situation. This 

often makes our original request no longer 

important to us. God draws near to us in powerful 

ways when we pray. 

Let’s imitate Hannah. Let’s keep our dreams 

alive and empower them with prayer. It is only with 

God that our dreams can be fulfilled. They are, 

after all, God given dreams. Pray when all is going 

well and pray even harder when you face 

challenges. Remember, prayer is a process, but God 

will reveal his direction through the answers. 

Pray. 

Pray for God to reveal his dream for you. 

Pray God shows you each step to take. 

Pray God increases your ability to discern his 

best for you. 

Pray God empowers you to step boldly into 

your dream and to persevere in prayer. 

Dr. Robert Cook, working on Youth for 

Christ, remembers these words from Armin 

Gesswein, “Bob…you fellows are very busy 

promoting a program and an organization, and you 

are doing a pretty fair job of it. You will never 

achieve what God has in mind for you, however, 

unless you make prayer frontal, instead of an 

afterthought…Prayer must become your method, 

Bob, not just a good activity in which you engage 

from time to time!” 

Make prayer your method and dream boldly. 

 

Let us pray 

Thank you, Lord, for the gift of prayer. Help us to 

turn to prayer as a first step and not as only an 

afterthought. Thank you for inviting us to bring 

everything to you in prayer. Amen. 

 


