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From God’s Perspective: Discover God’s 

Involvement 

1 Samuel 24:1-15 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we’ve come to hear from you. Speak to us, 

Lord. If I’ve written anything not of you, let it not 

be received. Let it be your word each retains. 

Amen. 

 

 Last week we began a sermon series on 

following our dreams. We find that pursuing our 

dreams is challenging. When they aren’t quickly 

achieved, they tend to fade. It is difficult to pursue 

dreams for an extended time. We lose focus or 

become distracted by the stuff of life. Or we tell 

ourselves we didn’t deserve it anyway or it would 

have happened. 

 Hold onto what we talked about last week. 

We need to learn to give up our view of ourselves 

as lacking skills, or being unworthy, or being too 

old, or too young, or whatever barrier we’ve 

created. We need to claim God’s view of us. He is 

the one who created us, after all! God sees us as 

beautifully made and wonderfully gifted (gifts are 

from him!) and creative in his likeness. He is the 

creator of the world. Hold onto his view! Claim it! 

 Recognize that the fulfillment of dreams 

doesn’t happen overnight. Don’t let that 

discourage you. I find it helpful to learn to see 

God’s present involvement in my life. When I see 

God at work, even in the smallest ways, I am 

strengthened in my hope and in my dream. Then I 

begin to notice that my dream is actually 

developing, maybe more slowly than I would like, 

but it is developing. 

 Consider David. When he was young, he 

received a God-given dream that he would be the 

next king of Israel following Saul. When you read 

his story, you’ll notice he had numerous obstacles 

to the fruition of his dream. But David had 

developed the gift of seeing God’s involvement in 

his life. Seeing this made it possible for him to 

hold on to the larger dream and not give up. 

 King Saul had stopped following God’s 

lead, so God sent the prophet Samuel to Jesse’s 

house to anoint one of his sons as the next king. 

David was the youngest. It reminds me of Gideon 

in our reading last week saying he was from the 

weakest clan and was the least in his family. That 

was his view. But God saw him as the mighty 

warrior he’d created and gifted for just such a time. 

Now we have young David, the shepherd boy, the 

least of his brothers.  

 When the prophet Samuel asked Jesse to 

present his sons so he could anoint one, Jesse 
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didn’t even bother to call David to the house. But 

once Samuel rejected his older brothers, David was 

called in and was anointed. This began his life 

dream. 

 David was called to play his harp and sing 

for King Saul when Saul was troubled. David’s 

playing helped dispel the king’s dark moods. 

While growing up in the king’s court, David 

became close friends with Saul’s son, Jonathan. 

Then David killed the giant Goliath when Saul was 

unable to end the stalemate between the Philistines 

and Israel. David’s victory made the Philistines 

subjects to Israel. It was a huge turn around. 

 But, life for David couldn’t remain that 

easy. David’s popularity rose and when the people 

sang, “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his 

tens of thousands,” and Saul became insanely 

jealous. From that point on, Saul sought to kill 

David and David lived on the run. I’ve just 

summarized very briefly David’s story told in first 

Samuel. I encourage you to read it yourself. It’s a 

great narrative. 

 Living his life on the run could easily have 

caused David to lose sight of his dream. His life 

became about survival. 

 What has interfered with your dreams? Is it 

concern over illness, yours or another’s? Is it 

relationship problems with others close to you? Do 

they, perhaps not see your dream? Do you feel the 

dream is too big, too costly, too challenging? A 

common thread in peoples’ dream stories is the 

times they doubted, or others doubted, and they 

almost gave up. 

 Learn to look for God’s involvement in 

your life. 

Choose not to focus on the obstacles. 

Obstacles can obscure our vision, but with 

practice, we can see beyond them. Learn to look 

daily for God’s present involvement in your life. 

 Have you ever looked at pictures where you 

are supposed to find hidden objects? “Where’s 

Waldo” is a common one. When you first look, 

you don’t see him. But as you look longer and 

more intentionally, you find Waldo hidden in the 

clutter. 

 It can be like that when we are looking for 

God. Learn to be intentional about finding God’s 

presence with you. Here are ways of looking for 

God: 

 Look for answered prayers. 

Perhaps you’ve given up praying – or, at 

least, praying about your dream. You don’t expect 

God to answer. If so, you may have become blind 

to recognizing answered prayers. Too often when 

God answers, we write it off as coincidence or luck 

or medicines, etc.  

 When I had a skin biopsy to test for cancer, I 

prayed it would be negative. The results revealed I 
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had carcinoma, the mildest form. The nurse 

cheerfully told me I was lucky to have a carcinoma 

if I had to have skin cancer at all. As I learned 

more about skin cancer and read the symptoms and 

viewed the pictures in brochures, I realized that my 

spot fit the description of a melanoma. I thought, 

“Wow, I’m lucky it wasn’t.” 

 The carcinoma was removed. In the 

meantime, I sat in a study group which was 

discussing how readily we blow off answers to 

prayer. One person had commented that it was a 

shame God doesn’t do any miracles in our country 

but only in third world countries. Another said 

God does do miracles, but we attribute them to 

good doctors and treatments and miss God’s 

contribution. It made me wonder about the skin 

cancer that by all definitions should have been a 

melanoma. Could the change be God? 

When I went to have the stitches removed, a 

different nurse asked a few questions. Then she 

said in an amazed voice, “That kind isn’t a 

carcinoma, it is a melanoma. You’re very 

fortunate.” And, it hit me, God had intervened by 

changing a more serious cancer into something 

that could simply be cut away and heal up. I felt 

like I heard God say, “See I healed you, and you 

didn’t even notice.” I thought back to my prayers 

before the biopsy. I had prayed but had not 

considered that God had answered my prayer. 

Answer to prayer is a tremendous 

encouragement for keeping our dreams alive. Ok, 

sometimes God’s answer is ‘no’ or ‘wait,’ but I 

find in those circumstances, people notice they 

experience a sense of peace with the situation. 

They feel a closeness to God as people around 

them love on them and encourage them. That is all 

part of God’s response to the prayers. 

Look intentionally for evidence of God’s 

answers. He demonstrates his care in many ways. 

It may be in the phone call you received from 

someone, the surprise financial help, or the new 

job. It might be a peaceful evening that wraps you 

in God’s love or a sunset or a quiet conversation 

with a friend over coffee together. God reveals 

himself in many ways. 

Look for God’s perfect timing. 

Sometimes things seem to just fall together 

in the right way and the right order. We often call 

such moments coincidences. Learn, as you look for 

God’s involvement, to recognize these as moments 

God orchestrated. 

When my mother passed, we put her house 

on the market to sell. And it sat and it sat. Three 

years later, God appointed me to this church, and 

we needed a home in the area. Just as it was time 

to make our down payment, I received my portion 

of the house sale. That and other such 

‘coincidences,’ revealed to me that God was 
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orchestrating my coming to this church. And 

everything happened with his perfect timing. Yet, 

for three years, my sisters and I had been frustrated 

because mother’s house had not sold. 

David experienced God’s timing in an 

unexpected way. He and his 600 men were hiding 

in a cave from Saul and his 3,000 men. Scripture 

records that Saul went to relieve himself in that 

very same cave. By the way, one of the tests for 

authenticating historical events is recordings like 

this one. The writer recorded the reason Saul had 

entered the cave alone. This wasn’t made up or 

dressed up to sound more acceptable. It was a 

reality of life. 

David’s men said, “This is the day the 

LORD spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give 

your enemy into your hands for you to deal 

with as you wish.’” (1 Samuel 24:4) David had 

shared his evidence of God’s work in his life. The 

men assumed that this was David’s moment. 

However, instead of taking Saul’s life, David 

snuck up and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe and 

went back into hiding. He would use this later to 

prove to Saul that he would not kill him. 

Do you become impatient waiting for your 

dream? Imagine David. Here was his opportunity 

to speed things along. But, unlike Abraham who 

took Sarah’s maid servant to ensure an heir instead 

of waiting for Sarah to bear Jacob, David did not 

take matters into his own hands. “He said to his 

men, ‘The LORD forbid that I should do such a 

thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lay 

my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the 

LORD.’” (1 Samuel 24:6) 

I don’t believe Saul’s presence in the cave 

was an accident or coincidence. I believe God was 

growing David into a man of integrity in 

preparation for being king. It also set the stage for 

his men to recognize godly leadership. It was 

evidence that God was continuing to work in 

David’s life. I believe this moment was an 

encouragement to David and helped to keep his 

dream alive as he waited for God’s perfect timing. 

Avoid the temptation to expedite God’s 

plan or try to force God’s timing. 

When we recognize that God is working 

with us, we no longer feel like everything is up to 

us. When we think we’re on our own to make 

God’s dream for us come true, we might turn to 

wrong means or manipulation. Watching and 

recognizing God’s work on our behalf makes it 

easier to trust God.  

Be intentional about finding God’s 

involvement in your life. 

 Why do some people find God at work in 

their lives and others don’t? Because we see what 

we are trained to see. Train yourself to see God’s 

presence and his work in your life.  
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 While driving, I was talking to a friend 

about wild burros around Lake Pleasant and our 

own neighborhood. I spot them on the hillsides 

when we’re at the lake and off both sides of the 

highway when driving to and from the lake. And, 

occasionally, I see one here. My friend, who lives 

in this community, said he’d never seen one. I 

glanced out the side window and right there, 9:30 

at night, was a wild burro walking along the 

sidewalk of Lone Mountain. Why do I see burros? 

Because I like wildlife and I have learned to spot 

it. 

 When you intentionally look for evidence of 

God at work in your life, you’ll find it. You’ll be 

greatly encouraged in your dream. I recommend 

you make a ‘God-sightings’ journal and record 

what you notice. Share your experiences with 

others. Our eyes are opened as we hear ways God 

reveals himself to others. It helps us recognize God 

in our lives. Let’s encourage one another in 

looking for God! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, grow our awareness of you in our lives. Let 

us not miss your movement on our behalf. Help us 

see past the clutter around us. Amen. 


