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From God’s Perspective: Dare to Dream Again 

Judges 6:12-16 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we’ve come to hear from you. Open our ears 

and calm our thoughts so we don’t miss your word 

for us. Amen. 

 

 Homer Hickam grew up in the mining town 

of Coalwood, West Virginia. Everyone believed 

that boys who grew up in Coalwood were destined 

to be coal miners. There were only a few 

exceptions of young men receiving football 

scholarships to college. But Homer had his own 

dream. On an October night in 1955, Homer saw 

the Soviet Sputnik satellite in the sky, and it 

changed his life forever. 

 Homer began to build backyard rockets 

before serving in the U.S. Army during the 

Vietnam War. He then worked as an aerospace 

engineer for NASA, designing spacecraft and 

training crews. He authored the national bestseller 

Rocket Boys (1998), which became the basis for 

the 1999 film October Sky. 

 Homer Hickam moved beyond the perceived 

limits of Coalwood. 

 How about you? What did you dream about 

and what inspired you? Did you act on it?  

 I had a dream but didn’t act on it. It was, 

after all, impossible. Liz Curtis Higgs was the 

speaker for a women’s Christian conference in 

Flagstaff and as I watched her up in front of my 

church captivating the audience with her humor 

and her great points, I remember thinking, “I’d 

love to speak like that.” 

 Ok, now I am not a famous presenter/author 

called for conferences. That isn’t where I’m going 

with this. However, at that point, I wouldn’t even 

read scripture in church and I dreaded even giving 

my students’ awards at the end-of-the-year awards 

assemblies because it meant speaking in front of 

people. And, yet, God called me to be a pastor. 

Thinking back now, I believe he used that Liz 

Curtis Higgs’ conference to spark a dream in me. 

God plants dreams in us. 

 However, I KNEW there was no way that 

would ever be me. 

 What about you? What dreams have you 

had? Sadly, too often our dreams fade or even die. 

Maybe someone laughed at our dream, so we 

quickly stuffed it. Maybe we didn’t believe it was 

possible, so we never pursued it. Maybe we 

decided our limitations were too great. Maybe we 

didn’t believe it could happen to someone from, 

oh, say, “Coalwood.” Or maybe there was a 

tragedy, an accident, a sudden death, or an 

economic crash that stole our focus. 
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 Most of us can identify dreams that were 

never realized and it’s possible we’ve decided 

we’ll never dream again. Who wants to be 

disappointed? It’s probably too late, right? But 

what if God wants to resurrect an old dream or 

birth a new dream? What if he wants to overcome 

the barriers that hold us back or lift our eyes 

beyond our personal “Coalwoods?” In this sermon 

series we’ll explore barriers that may be holding us 

back and we’ll open our hearts to God 

reawakening our dreams or planting new dreams in 

each of us. 

 Today’s scripture reading is about Gideon. 

He lived during a difficult era in Israel’s history. It 

was in the days prior to kings when “everyone did 

that which was right in their own eyes.” Sure glad 

that isn’t the case today! Hmmm. Occasionally the 

people would seek God again and when they did, 

God raised up a judge to help the people through 

political and spiritual challenges. 

 Of all the judges, Gideon’s story is the 

longest, running through Judges 6, 7, and 8. Like 

us, Gideon had his own obstacles to dreaming. 

 The Israelites had been oppressed for seven 

years by a coalition of three nations: the 

Midianites, the Amalekites, and other eastern 

people. They often came to raid and destroy the 

crops and kill the livestock. Because of the 

oppression, the people turned to God in prayer and 

God sent a prophet to remind the people of God’s 

faithfulness and calling them to obedience. Then 

the angel of the Lord spoke to Gideon. 

 I like Gideon. I can so relate to him. He 

believed he knew his limitations and exactly why 

he couldn’t serve God. Some of you feel that way. 

Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress. Now, 

wheat is threshed out in the open, but Gideon was 

hiding so the Midianites wouldn’t get the wheat. In 

fact, the people were living in mountain clefts and 

caves, hiding from the enemy. Fear was a way of 

life. The angel offered Gideon freedom from 

oppression. 

 Gideon, however, was paralyzed with fear. 

He couldn’t imagine dreaming of freedom. He 

challenged the angel of the Lord asking why the 

people were oppressed and wondering where the 

wonders of God’s work were. Where was this God 

who brought the people out of Egypt? He 

reminded the angel that they were under the hand 

of Midian. (v 13) 

 Gideon’s painful past kept him from seeing 

a better future. It kept him from believing that 

God’s faithfulness and power can right the wrongs. 

Has this happened to you? Did you try something 

and fail and won’t try again? What blinds you 

from dreaming again? 

 Don’t allow your past to script your 

future. 
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 When just seven years old, a boy’s family 

was forced out of their home on a legal 

technicality and he had to work to help support the 

family. When he was nine his mother died. At 22 

he lost his job as a store clerk. He wanted to go to 

law school but lacked schooling. At 23 he became 

a partner in a small store and at 26 his partner died 

leaving him with years of debt. After four years of 

courting a girl, he proposed and she said no. At 37, 

on his third try, he was elected to Congress, but 

after two years was not reelected. He did marry but 

at 44 his four-year-old son died. At 45 he ran for 

senate and lost and at 47 ran for vice president and 

lost. At 51, he was elected president of the United 

States. Do you know who he is? Abraham Lincoln. 

Lincoln learned to move beyond pain and 

failure and disappointment. His dream stayed 

alive. I wonder what the course of our US history 

might have been if Lincoln had given up along the 

way. He certainly had plenty of opportunities to 

quit! 

Back to Gideon. Notice how the angel of the 

Lord greets him. “When the angel of the LORD 

appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The LORD is with 

you, mighty warrior.’” (Judges 6:12) Can’t you 

just see Gideon glancing back over his shoulder to 

figure out who is being addressed? Surely not him. 

He wasn’t a mighty warrior. He was in hiding. He 

was threshing his wheat where the enemy wouldn’t 

see. He lived with people who hid in caves! 

Whose identity have you embraced for your 

life? Is it an identity dictated by a painful past or is 

it God’s identity for you? As a believer in Christ, 

God sees you covered in the righteousness of 

Christ. He sees you with the gifts he’s given you 

and the plan he has for you. He sees you as the one 

he created with great purpose and love. Oh, stuff 

may have gone wrong, but God still sees you as he 

created you. 

What if you looked at yourself through 

God’s eyes? God sees you as wonderfully made 

and beautifully gifted. 

Gideon needed to overcome his past and live 

out of his God-given identity – and so do each of 

you. God saw him as a mighty warrior. “The 

LORD turned to him and said, ‘Go in the 

strength you have and save Israel out of 

Midian’s hand.’” (vs 14) God saw strength and he 

sent Gideon in that strength. God asks us to act out 

of the identity he’s given us. We’re to put aside 

our fear and paralysis and be obedient. After all, as 

the angel said in greeting, the Lord is with him. 

Gideon isn’t alone! And we are not alone! God 

says to us, “The Lord is with you, Mighty 

Warrior.” 

Sometimes God opens a door for us to step 

through. When Moses led the Israelites to the Red 
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Sea, God parted the waters and the Israelites 

walked through. Sometimes God calls us to action 

first, and it is only when we move that he acts on 

our behalf. I think this is the greater challenge. 

When Joshua led the people to the Jordan river, the 

priests were called to carry the ark of the Lord 

across. But the river was still flowing. They had to 

take that first step into the water, and then God 

stopped the downstream flow and they crossed 

safely. Sometimes we are called to an act of faith, 

like that of choosing to believe Jesus is our Lord 

and Savior. 

Gideon was still caught in his past. 

“‘Pardon me, my lord,’ Gideon replied, ‘but 

how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.’” (v 

15) Gideon had issues! 

Sometimes we are called to choose 

between allowing selfhood to die and claiming 

our God given identity. 

 Gideon was making excuses. Clearly, he 

didn’t have the right pedigree to be used for God’s 

glory. He must not have received much respect 

even in his own home. However, God is persistent. 

Thank God! He isn’t put off by our excuses and 

our self put downs. After all, he knows the truth 

about us. He is our creator! “The LORD answered, 

‘I will be with you, and you will strike down all 

the Midianites, leaving none alive.’” (v 16) 

 This promise of God’s, “I will be with you,” 

is repeated often in Scripture. It’s a promise we 

need to hear and claim for ourselves. Claiming this 

promise is the start of overcoming our barriers and 

dreaming again. Today’s reading is just the start of 

Gideon’s God story. He changes his identity and 

you can too. Begin with these steps. 

 Drop the negative names you use for 

yourself. I had a grandmother who would say 

multiple times a day, “I’m just so stupid.” Any 

little thing or oversight or even dropping 

something or tripping was, “I’m just so stupid.” 

 What name do you give yourself? Fearful? 

Resentful? Unappreciated? Angry? Disillusioned? 

Worthless? 

 Pray. Ask God to reveal his name for you. 

Mighty Warrior. Compassionate One. Helper. 

Peacekeeper. Beloved by God. Creative. Child of 

God. 

 Which will you choose, the false identity 

you’ve claimed or God’s identity for you? Only 

God’s will fit like Cinderella’s glass slipper. The 

other is a false barrier, an excuse. 

Choose God’s identity for you. 

God’s identity for you was set long before 

that first failure or put down or abuse. And 

nothing, nothing, changes who God created you to 

be. That wonderful plan, that wonderful identity, is 

still in you and God, walking with you, will 
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reawaken you to becoming the best he created you 

to be. 

So, dare to dream. Maybe you’ll write 

inspiring articles or a book, or paint pictures, or 

send letters or cards to the lonely, or tutor children. 

Maybe you’re called to a ministry like organizing 

Christmas shoeboxes like Larry and Kathy, or 

setting up a water walk like John and Karol, or a 

Relay for Life like Penny. Maybe you’ve always 

wanted to go on a mission trip. Maybe you’ll work 

with wood, or stone, or leather, or clay. Maybe 

you’ll invent something. Maybe you'll teach 

children about Jesus or facilitate a study group 

with friends. 

When you see yourself as God does, as 

creative and gifted, the dreams will come. Go 

ahead. Take that step. God is with you. 

 

Let us pray 

 Lord, help us lay aside our false identities 

and turn to you. We want your perspective on who 

we are and what we can do in your name. Help us 

see ourselves as you do and reawaken our dreams. 

Thank you, Lord! Amen. 
 


