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Fishers of People 

1 Cor. 3:5-9 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, open our hearts to your words today. If I’ve 

written anything that is not of you, let it not be 

received. Let your message be heard. Amen. 

 

 It was during my teaching career that I began 

to take seriously God’s Great Commission to go 

and make disciples of Jesus in all the world. I 

struggled with how that could play out while 

serving in a secular school system. Then I 

discovered a little thing that I called ‘hint 

dropping.’ Ok, so I couldn’t blatantly share my 

faith, but I could let it be known that I am a person 

of faith. 

 When I gave spelling tests, it was my usual 

procedure to speak the word, use it in the sentence 

and repeat the word. So, I used this as an 

opportunity to ‘hint drop.’ “After. We went for a 

picnic after church. After.”   

 Often when I met with parents for 

parent/teacher conferences, parents shared 

challenges they were facing as a family. I knew the 

incredible gift of prayer and there were times I 

asked if I could say a prayer with the parent. When 

they answered ‘yes,’ which over ninety percent of 

people will answer, I’d get up, close the door, and 

say a prayer asking for God’s help in their situation. 

 Prayer is one of the best ways to share your 

faith. People all around us are struggling. And 

ninety some percent will say yes to prayer whether 

they are believers or not. Why? Because they need 

help. They say ‘yes’ just in case there is such a 

thing as divine intervention. I so enjoyed the many 

times that people returned and told me how the 

prayer was answered. And they did credit the 

prayer for the improvement. 

 By the way, that is very biblical. Jesus used 

healing and prayer as an evangelism tool. God 

works through such opportunities to reveal his love 

for people. And most people, even when they don’t 

get the answer they wanted, do experience God’s 

peace in the prayer time and in their circumstances. 

 Then there was the day I was cheerfully 

walking down the hall and I passed another teacher 

who asked how I was. I answered, “Great, thank 

you.” She called to me and I turned around. She 

asked why I was always so cheerful. I was stunned 

and totally unprepared for her question. 

 I knew this scripture, “But in your hearts 

revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 

give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 

the reason for the hope that you have.” (1 Peter 

3:15) I was not prepared. How might I have 

answered in a way that revealed my faith? Why 
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hadn’t I simply said, “God gives me what I need for 

each new day,” or “I find joy in the Lord.” Is it 

possible that such answers would have served as 

‘hint dropping?’ Is it possible she might have asked 

me to tell her more or at least gone away thinking 

about what I said? 

 You may be experiencing challenges 

currently and have someone ask you, “How are you 

managing so well?” Could you answer that it is 

because you have prayer support from the church, 

or because people from church are chipping in to 

help, or because God is granting you the peace that 

surpasses understanding? When people have a 

loved one dying, they often experience surprising 

peace. Could they answer why? Could they say 

they have peace because they know where the 

loved one is going or they know God will give 

them the strength they need for each day? 

 After a time of ‘hint dropping,’ we teachers 

were called to an emergency faculty meeting and 

told that one of our teacher’s husbands had been in 

a very serious accident. Another teacher asked the 

principal if Valerie could say a prayer and the 

principal approved it right there in a public-school 

faculty meeting. It was the first I knew that the 

teachers knew I was a person of faith. That was the 

result of ‘hint dropping.’ 

 I have used this illustration before, so I don’t 

want to overuse it, but I had only just begun to pray 

aloud, and I thank God I had! I managed, while 

shaking violently inside, to say a prayer publicly 

for the husband. I am so very glad that I didn’t 

answer, “Oh, I don’t pray out loud.” I do encourage 

you to begin to pray aloud with those you trust so 

you are prepared for any opportunity God might 

give you. 

 Today’s reading is about seed planting and 

watering. Now, I am taking it a bit out of context 

and I want to be up front about that. In this passage 

the people were arguing about who they followed, 

Paul or Apollos. This passage in context is more 

about putting aside jealousy concerning leadership 

and to grow up into followers of Jesus, not 

followers of people. 

 Some of our churches are experiencing this 

right now. Some churches are facing pastor 

changes, and this causes strong feelings and 

jealousy and concern. However, the church is not 

primarily about its human leadership. It is about the 

true head of the church, Jesus Christ. We aren’t 

followers of people. 

 Please hold these churches in prayer. Two 

that mean a lot to me are the people of my 

husband’s current church who have to say good-

bye to him and also the church he is moving to. 

May Spirit of Hope be open to the gifts and graces 

of their new pastor, who, of course will not be just 
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like John. And may Lakeview be open to the gifts 

and graces that John brings to them. 

 What I want to focus on in today’s reading is 

the aspect of the people being seed planters and 

seed waterers and God being the faith grower. It is 

God who produces the fruit after we do our part of 

planting seeds of faith or watering seeds of faith. It 

should be a great relief that we aren’t responsible 

for the whole package and we aren’t responsible for 

the person’s final decision. 

 Apollos and Paul were, “Only servants, 

through whom you came to believe—as the Lord 

has assigned to each his task.” (1 Cor. 3:5b) 

When we respond to God as seed planters or seed 

waterers, we are servants of God’s. We are 

responding to his great commission to go and make 

disciples of Jesus in all the world! What is amazing 

is that God has chosen to work through us! We start 

the process and God is the one who finishes the 

work. “For we are co-workers in God’s service; 

you are God’s field, God’s building.” (1 Cor. 3:9)  

 Of course, God doesn’t need co-workers. 

God is God. However, God is relational, and, in his 

wisdom, he chose to set things up so that we will be 

his co-workers with him. It is part of our calling 

and part of the reason we were created. It is one of 

the reasons God gave us life – to partner with God 

in making the world a better place. As God’s 

partners we help spread the good news about Jesus, 

crucified, dead, and resurrected for the forgiveness 

of sins and eternal life. 

 Last week I preached on the experience of 

the joy and amazement we feel when we grasp the 

magnitude of God’s gift in Christ. And from the joy 

and amazement, we find we want to share this gift. 

Jesus reminded his followers that it had been 

prophesied that the events of Easter would occur, 

and the result would be the preaching of repentance 

and forgiveness. “[Jesus] told them, ‘This is what 

is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from 

the dead on the third day, and repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You 

are witnesses of these things.’” (Luke 24:46-48) 

Remember, God chose to partner with us. We, his 

followers, are tasked with sharing this good news. 

 I’ve been asked to share ways we can do that 

as individuals. One way is to begin ‘hint dropping’ 

like I did at school. The first step is to communicate 

that you are a person of faith! In your conversations 

with friends, find ways to gently insert information 

that identifies you as one who believes. You’re 

having lunch with friends and talking about the 

things you’re doing. Why not say something like, 

“After church Sunday we went golfing.” You’ve 

innocently let them know what preceded golfing 

before discussing what happened at golf.  
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 When you participate in outreach events, do 

you mention them in conversations? How easy it is 

to say, “On Saturday my church did an Easter 

outreach in Cold Water and you should have seen 

the little kiddos with the Easter bunny. They were 

so cute,” or, “On Monday I went with a group from 

my church to Kids Café and we made over 5,000 

sandwiches for children!” Or, “I’m getting ready 

for a 6K walk in May. Our church is sponsoring the 

walk to help fund a clean water well for a village. 

Did you know 6K is the average distance women 

and children have to walk for clean water daily 

when they don’t have access locally?” 

 Each of these examples are ‘hint droppers,’ 

or in the words of Paul, “planting seeds.” We’ll talk 

about watering another day. Each of these examples 

leaves an opportunity for the person to ask for more 

information or to make a comment. “Wow, that’s a 

lot of sandwiches. How long did it take?” or “I 

never thought about what people do when they 

don’t have running water.” 

 The second step is to invite people to 

participate. Each of these examples leaves room for 

you to invite the person to join in. “It is a lot of 

sandwiches, but we have a great system. Want to 

come with me next week? We have a lot of fun 

talking and laughing while we work,” or “Why 

don’t you join us on the water walk. You could join 

our team or you could get your bunco group 

together and form a whole additional team and help 

make a difference for a village without water.” 

 One of you commented that you’d like to see 

outreach into Trilogy. Coming up is the Shootout 

Golf Classic. This is a great opportunity to put 

together a team from the church and wear the 

church shirts. Let people see you having fun 

together and supporting a good cause. Perhaps the 

church can be a tee sponsor or donate for the swag 

bags.  

 It is easier to invite someone to an activity 

before inviting them to church. Let them experience 

being with a group of people from the church. Then 

when they visit, they will see familiar faces. 

Sometimes they’ll hit if off with another person at 

the activity and that person may be the one who 

invites them to church. No jealousy, now. It isn’t a 

Paul vs. Apollos! We’re serving God together! 

 Consider inviting people to service projects 

and fellowship groups like dinner for six. Ask your 

dinner group if you can invite an extra couple to 

join in for an evening. Invite someone to prayer 

blanket, or the men’s Bible study, or the Alpha 

course, or ladies’ dinner out, or the caring ministry. 

People like to do good works and to fellowship. 

Give them the opportunity! 

 Know that people will sometimes say ‘no’ to 

your gracious invitation. That’s ok. Don’t be 
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offended. And don’t stop asking. Wait a bit and ask 

again. Sometimes people need to think about it. 

 It is important to remember that God allows 

free will. God does not force anyone to follow him. 

And, we, in our seed planting and watering, are not 

to try to force anyone to follow God either. Some 

will ask more questions. Some will choose to 

follow Jesus. And some won’t. But this is not your 

responsibility. You plant or water and remember, 

“So neither the one who plants nor the one who 

waters is anything, but only God, who makes 

things grow.” (1 Cor. 3:7) That should take the 

pressure off! Just drop hints, invite, offer prayer, 

and have an answer for your positive outlook. And 

most of all, show your joy in the Lord! 

 Are you a co-worker in God’s service? Are 

you willing to plant seeds and trust God with the 

harvest? Where can you plant some this week? 

Make it a goal, a personal challenge, to at least 

mention church a couple of times and may God 

bless your efforts! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, give of caring hearts for those who don’t yet 

know you and give us the boldness to share that we 

are people of faith. Help us see and respond to the 

opportunities you give us to scatter seeds of faith. 

Thank you for inviting us to partner with you. 

Amen. 

  

 


