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4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows 

God. 

4:8 Whoever does not love does not 

know God, for God is love. 

4:9 God's love was revealed among 

us in this way: God sent his only Son 

into the world so that we might live 

through him. 

4:10 In this is love, not that we loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. 

4:11 Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one 

another. 

4:12 No one has ever seen God; if we 

love one another, God lives in us, and 

his love is perfected in us. 

4:13 By this we know that we abide in 

him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. 

4:18 There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear; for fear 

has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached 

perfection in love. 

4:19 We love because he first loved 

us. 

4:20 Those who say, "I love God," 

and hate their brothers or sisters, are 

liars; for those who do not love a 

brother or sister whom they have 

seen, cannot love God whom they 

have not seen. 

4:21 The commandment we have from 

him is this: those who love God must 

love their brothers and sisters also. 

   

 

Hi everyone, once again we are in a 

series called “What’s Love Got to do 

With It?” While even saying that 

phrase gets Tina Turner’s song stuck 

in my head, it is a really good 

question, that honestly, I feel like I 

could spend a year on. What do the 

Bible passages from old and new 

testament have to do with love? Last 

week we read a portion of 1 John that 

talked about knowing the parent by 

knowing the child and knowing the 

child by knowing the parent. It was all 

about Jesus, the son of God and how 

Jesus did everything out of love, 

because God (The Parent) is LOVE. 

As families we also can show love to 

one another and be examples for our 

younger generations of how to care 

for one another.  

 

This week we look at another passage 

from 1 John. So, even though we 

think the author of this letter was 

John, one of Jesus’ disciples, even 

possibly the disciple that Jesus loved, 

it is unclear that this was a letter to a 

community like the letters that Paul 

wrote to specific communities with 

specific greetings and accolades. 

These “letters” of John are more like 

sermons, theological thoughts about 



Jesus, God, and the way to be in the 

world, specifically after Jesus’ death.  

 

Now I mentioned in the welcome that 

this is Ascension Sunday. It is 

traditionally the day that the church 

recognizes when Jesus no longer 

appeared to the disciples, and it is 

thought that Jesus returned to God 

after his death and resurrection. Next 

week is Pentecost Sunday. It is when 

we celebrate that not only was Jesus’ 

words true about sending us an 

advocate to be with us, but it is a story 

of an experience with the Holy Spirit 

who appeared to a group of disciples 

and still works in and through us 

today. I invite you to send me your 

red-shirt photos to share with one 

another in our online worship next 

week. Send them to 

pastor@spiritsong.church 

 

But let’s not jump ahead.  

 

(God hates… vs God loves) 

All this week, as I have been praying 

over this text, I have been drawn to 

arguments about God’s love. I have 

heard imaginary members of our 

church come up to me after the 

service to say, “But Pastor Misty what 

about the idea that God hates sinners? 

Are we not to hate sinners too?” (And 

I am reminded that we are all sinners 

and Jesus tells us a story about a 

woman about to be stoned for 

adultery and Jesus asks the stone 

throwers that the first one without sin 

should be the first to throw and they 

all walk away. 

 

And I hear that adversary in my mind 

say “But Pastor Misty, Jesus says we 

should hate our parents. That is not 

love, right?”  Biblical commentaries 

suggest, and I affirm, that this passage 

means we must be willing to accept 

that we will not always agree with our 

parents and family over everything 

and there may be times where we 

have to choose Jesus over our family. 

Not in our family’s care, but our faith. 

We must still care for them and make 

sure that they are well. We cannot 

abandon them in need. 

  

I keep hearing the push back through 

the adversary of the benefits of tough 

love, and that we can love a person (A 

great definition of this is to want the 

greatest good for the person for whom 

you love) but point out their 

sinfulness and help them to grow in 

God’s love. But I cannot help feeling 

that is a slippery slope. God also tells 

us it is not for us to judge. As you can 

see, I have been stuck in a whirlwind 

of questions and answers and more 

questions.  

 

When did the statement, “God is 

Love” get so complicated? God’s 

people have had a hard time 

understanding that idea all the way 

since the beginning.  

 

Which brings me to this in verse 4:19 

It says we love because God first 
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loved us. In the beginning God loved 

us. During creation God loved us and 

wanted the best for us. In the Garden 

God loved us. In the desert God loved 

us. At the cross God loved us. At his 

dying breath it is said that Jesus spoke 

the words “Eloi Eloi lama sabacthani 

- Father forgive them, they do not 

know what they are doing.” They are 

the words of love from the son 

returning to God because God loved 

us.  

 

You get to sit with me in some of my 

struggles today. I believe faithful 

Christ followers struggle from time to 

time and that it makes them stronger 

in their faith when they do.  

 

In verse 9 and 10 it says:  

4:9 God's love was revealed among 

us in this way: God sent his only Son 

into the world so that we might live 

through him. 

 

4:10 In this is love, not that we loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins.  

 

I read this and I flash back to my 

world religions course as we look at 

classical Christianity and we unpack 

the idea that Jesus died for our sins. In 

that class my biggest struggle was that 

a whole religion could believe that 

Jesus died for their sins, so that we 

would sin no more, and yet sin still 

exists in the world and we still 

continue to do those things that harm 

ourselves and one another. How could 

God send the Son to his death to save 

us from our sins if we still continue to 

sin? 

 

This atonement that is spoken about 

in verse 10 is a changing of the world. 

What it means is that we no longer 

have to pay for our sins. In the laws of 

our faithful ancestors, we saw that 

there was punishment and payment 

for breaking the rules that God set for 

us. Hands chopped off, life for life, 

stoning of women caught in adultery. 

And payment in small things: 

pigeons, lamb, calves taken to be 

killed on the altar for where we 

messed up so that God would not 

count our digressions. It was business. 

We mess up, so we paid so that God 

would not bring condemnation down 

on us for all that we did wrong. When 

Jesus died, many interpret the 

writings of the Bible that his death 

paid for all of the people's sin in the 

past, present and future. God would 

no longer keep account of where we 

neglected our neighbor, would no 

longer bring down judgement on 

those who broke God’s laws. Jesus 

paid all of it. However, just because 

God paid all of it, it does not mean 

that sin ceased to exist. But it changed 

the way the world worked - there 

would be no payment for our sins 

except the natural consequences that 

existed from doing them. The 

motivation to not break God’s 

commands no longer comes in threat 

of earthly destruction. The motivation 



comes instead through the words God 

loved us and so we should love one 

another. We are down to the two 

greatest commandments. We should 

love our God (who first loved us) and 

we should love one another as we 

love ourselves (because God shows us 

that love is-the-most-important- 

thing).  

 

I see this kind of love being shown in 

our culture through the animated 

movies like Frozen where a cold 

Anna who has been abandoned to die 

by the one who she thought loved her, 

and who she thought she loved sits in 

front of a fireplace gone out...with no 

strength to light it herself. When a 

magical snow person named Olaf 

comes and finds her in that state, 

lights the fire and stays with her as 

she gets warm even though he is 

melting in the process. ‘I don’t even 

know what love is.” It was said that 

the only thing that would save Anna 

from turning to solid ice was an act of 

true love. “That’s okay I do,” Olaf 

says, “love is putting someone else’s 

needs before yours.”  

 

“Olaf you’re melting.”  

 

“Some people are worth melting for.”  

 

It is as if God said that to us at the 

death of Jesus on the cross and it 

continues to echo to us through 

messages like this sermon from 1 

John. You are worth this payment. 

Your life, your future is worth so 

much to me God says. 

  

Atonement can be a tricky word. It’s a 

big church word that ultimately can 

be expressed  as “at-one-ment.” The 

idea of at-one-ment reminds me of the 

gospel of John where he says, “There 

is nothing that can separate us from 

the love of God.” Not our own 

mistakes, not a needed payment to 

God to redeem ourselves for our 

mistakes. Not our own questions or 

doubts, nothing can separate us from 

the love of God.  

 

Atonement - means in English- at-

one-ment or “in harmony with.” It is 

like going to a friend who you have 

had so much trouble with -

disagreeing, breaking trust, and after 

it all comes out in the air and both 

sides ask for forgiveness, you say, 

“So are we all good?” “Yeah, we’re 

all good.”  

 

Maybe the teens can help me think of 

another way to say it, but that’s how I 

would have said it (and still do.) 

 

God says to us after we mess up. We 

are all good. Let’s learn from this. 

Let’s try to do better, but You and 

Me? We are all good. 

 

The idea that God loves us through all 

our stupidity and messing up, through 

all the destruction that we cause, it 

doesn’t make sense. But it means a 

lot. God not only loves us. God loved 



us first. There was nothing we did to 

earn that love. God just loved us.  

 

I was thinking about news stories that 

have popped up over the last 5-10 

years about people paying other 

people’s bills.  Some of the most 

amazing ones are the drive-thru 

stories of where one person says, 

“Can I pay for the person’s 

meal/coffee behind me?” and they do. 

When the car behind hears that their 

meal has been paid for, they pass it on 

and pay for the one behind them, and 

so on and so on. There was one 

occurrence that happened at a 

Starbucks drive-thru where that lasted 

for days, because of one act of 

kindness, everyone who drove 

through for three days felt that 

kindness passed on. 

  

God loves us first. And because of 

that and because of the sign of God’s 

love through Jesus, we have been 

given a nudge like a domino chain 

reaction. To love like God. And when 

we love like God, someone else is 

touched by God’s love, learns of 

God’s love and acts in love towards 

someone else.  

 

And yet the adversary pushes me and 

asks me “Does God hate?” or “Should 

we talk more about tough love that 

wants the best for someone but 

doesn’t put up with their harmful 

decisions?” My answer is yes, maybe 

we should talk about that. Maybe. But 

it’s hard to when you have verses like 

this one. Because once we start 

pointing out everyone else’s sins and 

issues we realize we have big ones 

too. And so the message that no 

matter how bad we have messed up, 

God loves us and wants the best for 

us, maybe that’s enough to help 

people get on the right path, perhaps 

the message that God loves all of us, 

and so we need to treat one another 

well despite their harmful ways is the 

message that will remind people what 

our focus and what our goal should be 

for the remaining time we have left on 

Earth. Forgiveness, hope, love… from 

a God who loved us first.  

Amen. 

 
 


