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Final Instructions 

Acts 1:1-14 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we come together to hear from You. Speak 

to us. Open our hearts to your word for us. Amen. 

 

 This Sunday is about remembrances and our 

response. Tomorrow is Memorial Day, and the 

remembrance of those who gave the ultimate 

sacrifice for our country. Today is in remembrance 

of the ascension of Jesus, when Jesus was taken up 

into heaven just forty days after the resurrection 

and our response to him.  

 Remembrances are important. Remembering 

that our country’s freedom isn’t really free, helps 

us to better appreciate our rights and respond by 

using them wisely. We are reminded to open our 

eyes to the blessing of living in this country. Our 

military, law enforcement, firefighters, medical 

personnel and many others are on the front lines 

for us every day. And some won’t survive. It 

reminds us to give thanks for the fallen and to 

honor the living. It reminds us to pray for the 

safety of those who help protect our way of life 

and those who protect our rights. 

 Who of your loved ones do you remember 

and honor today who have served in any of these 

areas? May the Holy Spirit fill you with deep 

peace and comfort today. 

 Some of you have been asked by hospital 

personnel prior to surgery if you have a living will 

and a medical power of attorney. It is a 

preparedness procedure to ensure your wishes are 

known and respected. Our military personnel and 

front-line workers prepare in similar fashion. They 

are encouraged to update their wills, appoint a 

power of attorney, and write family care plans. The 

truth is, none of us knows when our last day will 

be. It is wise to be prepared. 

 It is also helpful to write instructions for 

your family regarding your personal wishes, such 

as what to include in your memorial service. All 

this is great help to your loved ones. 

 What instructions did Jesus leave us?  

 Jesus spend three years with his disciples 

teaching about following God and living into the 

best that God created for each of us. Jesus 

explained that what he taught came from the 

Father. Knowing Jesus meant knowing the Father.  

 Today’s reading reflects Jesus’ final 

instructions. The Apostle Luke wrote in Acts 

chapter one, “In my former book, Theophilus,” 

that’s the book of Luke, “I wrote about all that 

Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he 

was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
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apostles he had chosen.” (v. 1-2) Go to the word, 

Luke is saying. Read the recorded word. If you 

want to know what Jesus taught and did, go to the 

Bible. 

 After further teaching on the Kingdom of 

God, Jesus told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem 

for the gift of the Holy Spirit, the advocate, the one 

who would be with them in Jesus’ absence. Verse 

8, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you…” 

 The Holy Spirit is part of the trinity of God. 

Consider water. It can be liquid, ice or steam yet 

remains two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen, 

H20. Its chemical makeup does not change. God is 

God. One God. Yet God can be to us the 

Creator/Father, the Savior/Son, or the 

Advocate/Holy Spirit. Jesus shared the teaching of 

the Father and the coming of the Holy Spirit, yet 

Jesus, the Father, and the Holy Spirit are all God 

representing different ways God interacts with us. 

 The disciples were told to wait for the power 

of the Holy Spirit. As they waited, they prayed, 

verse 14, “They all joined together constantly in 

prayer.” Prayer combined with the power of the 

Holy Spirit enables us to better understand God’s 

word. In prayer we find comfort and guidance. We 

find the strength and desire to respond to God’s 

leading.  

 Verse 8 continues, “and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This is 

our call to respond. Its action time. Go and share. 

Go and tell. Be Jesus’ witnesses to the good news. 

In the days of the American West, there 

were three classes of tickets to ride the stagecoach. 

The ride was equally bumpy and dusty no matter 

which ticket you held; the real value of the ticket 

was revealed when the stagecoach got stuck. 

If you held a first-class ticket, it was your 

privilege to remain in the coach, while the crew 

labored to push it out of the ditch. If you held a 

second-class ticket, you were expected to step 

down from the coach and stand off to the side. If 

you had a third-class ticket, you had to get out, roll 

up your sleeves and help get the coach out of the 

ditch. 

In the church there are only third-class 

tickets. Everyone is expected to pitch in and to use 

their God given gifts to advance the mission of 

Jesus Christ. With prayer and the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we work to promote the Kingdom. We 

share the truth and gift of Jesus. And why wouldn’t 

we? Why would we keep to ourselves that through 

Christ all can be forgiven, all can stand before God 

healed and whole, all can see themselves as having 

worth in God’s eyes? Each of us was created with 

a perfect God-devised plan and in Christ, we grow 
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into that person, the person God chose for certain 

gifting and call. Every single one of us. 

Don’t shake your head, ‘no.’ Don’t think 

this is only for others. You aren’t worthy, you 

think. That’s the beauty of this. It isn’t about our 

worthiness. It is about what Jesus did for us on the 

cross so we can be the absolute best we were 

created to be. Too many think God is all about 

condemnation. They need to hear the good 

message we share! 

Today we celebrate the ascension of Jesus 

into heaven. And, oh, the Bible provides too few 

details. This amazing happening is described in 

one verse, verse nine, “[Jesus] was taken up 

before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight.” 

Wouldn’t you love more detail? Where is 

the glorious description?  

Or, or could it be that we are supposed to 

focus on Jesus’ message more than the event? Be 

in the word, pray and wait for the Holy Spirit, go 

and share. That’s what Jesus communicated in his 

final teaching. Be in the word, pray and wait for 

the Holy Spirit, go and share. 

I can certainly understand why the disciples 

stood looking up into the sky where Jesus 

disappeared. Would they catch another glimpse of 

him? Would he be right back and add a 

benediction or gather them to him? 

Two men in white stood beside them. Wait, 

where did they come from? Again, no details. 

Verse 11, “‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do 

you stand here looking into the sky?’” 

This question is for us. Are we merely 

staring into the sky? Do we read the Bible and 

listen to sermons and then fail to do anything with 

the message? It is wonderful to bask in the glory of 

God’s love, isn’t it? 

Yet, Jesus came with a greater message. 

Receive God’s awesome gift and, and, share. 

Share your wonderful experience of God with 

others. Our gifts are not meant for us alone. They 

are for helping to spread the Kingdom of God! 

Remember verse 8? “You will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 

There is no standing around, gazing up 

toward heaven. There are needs in this world. We 

are called to draw alongside the lonely, the hungry, 

the sick, the fearful, the thirsty, the angry, the 

confused and wrap them in the love of God. We’ve 

received the gift of God’s love poured out in Jesus, 

and we’ve received the Holy Spirit so that we can 

make a difference in the lives of others.  
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Are we staring at the sky or are we, through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, being Jesus’ 

witnesses to the ends of the earth? 

Jesus’ final message was stay in God’s 

word, pray and wait for the power of the Holy 

Spirit (but don’t get stuck staring at the sky), and 

share the good news of Jesus. These are the 

straightforward instructions of our Lord. We can 

do this in the power of the Holy Spirit! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, may we hear and receive your final 

instructions deeply into our core and live them out 

for your glory! Amen. 


