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Let us pray 

Lord, open our ears and hearts to your word for us 

today. If I’ve written anything that is not of you, let it 

not be received. May each leave knowing your 

message for them. Amen. 

 

 If you speak German, or took it as a language 

in school, you learned that German excels at 

compound words. The Guinness Book of World 

Records even recognizes German compound words 

as a category. According to Guinness, the longest 

word in German is 

rechtsschutzversicherungsgesellschaften, which 

means ‘insurance companies providing legal 

protection.’ 

 English also has compound words, however, 

we generally only put two words together like; 

toothbrush, football, blackboard, passport, 

schoolhouse etc.  

 There is something about combining words 

that appeals to me. Trying to define God’s love with 

any one word simply is not enough. But what if we 

combined all the adjectives we can think of for God’s 

love? We might end up with something like the title 

of this sermon. I pulled these words from today’s 

reading from Psalm 36 and certainly, at different 

times in our lives with God revealing his love in a 

multitude of ways, we have additional combinations 

of words to describe his love. 

 Trying to describe love is not easy and we 

often default to comparing love to other things. Open 

your Bibles to Psalm 36 and let’s underline some 

words or take notes on your announcement sheet so 

you can underline when you get home. 

 “Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, 

your faithfulness to the skies.” (Psalm 36:5) This 

love is so great it is greater than distances we 

understand. In this verse, I encourage you to 

underline ‘faithful.’ God’s love is faithful. You could 

argue that love is supposed to be faithful. However, 

while true love should be faithful, we humans have 

little experience with true faithful love. Human love 

often falters. Human love may be merely lust or 

affection or infatuation or conditional. So, the 

psalmist wants us to understand that God’s love isn’t 

like that. God’s love is faithful. 

 God’s divine love is perfect love. It is love that 

never ends. It is love that continues regardless of our 

actions or choices. God’s love for us remains 

constant. God does not love us for our smile, or how 

much we read the Bible, or how well we witness to 

his faithfulness. 

 God loves us because he planned us, created us 

and breathed life into us. God is love, it is his nature, 

what he is about, and he loves us unconditionally. 
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 Consider this father’s experience with his son. 

Tom’s 6-year-old son, Benjamin, protested his 

bedtime. The boy was frustrated because all his 

complaining and tantrum throwing wasn’t changing 

Tom’s insistence concerning the bedtime. Finally, 

Benjamin yelled, “Daddy, I hate you!” 

 No parent wants to hear those words, even 

when we know they are thrown at us in frustration. 

Tom was wise in his response and said, “I’m sorry 

you feel that way, Ben, but I love you.” 

 Ben couldn’t handle that response. It did not 

prompt an, “Ok, I’m sorry,” or a hug. Instead, Ben 

yelled back, “Don’t say that!” 

 Surprised, Tom continued, “But, Ben, it’s true 

– I love you.” 

 Ben yelled again, “Don’t say that, Daddy.” 

 Tom persisted, “I love you, Ben.” 

 The frustrated 6-year-old said, “Stop saying 

that, Daddy! Stop saying it right now!” 

 Tom responded, “Benjamin, listen to me: I 

love you…like it or not!” 

 You see, Ben was being confronted with 

unconditional love. Tom wasn’t going to negotiate 

the bedtime. The rule for Ben’s benefit and need for 

sleep wasn’t going out the window. Tom wasn’t 

going to set a condition based on something Ben did, 

either. And none of that changed his love for his son. 

Ben had no choice but to accept or flee that love.  

 The same is true for us. We can accept of flee 

God’s faithful love. If God’s love for us were 

conditional, we’d have the power to negotiate. We 

could threaten to reject God’s love if we didn’t like 

God’s terms. But when God just loves us – 

completely and unconditionally – and went to die for 

us, well, there’s nothing we can do to influence 

God’s love for us. It’s there. It’s steadfast. It’s 

faithful – regardless of our actions. —David Lose, 

“Like it or not,” sermon on John 3:14-21, March 18, 

2012.  

 God loves you, because he loves you, faithfully 

and unconditionally. 

 The psalm continues, “Your righteousness is 

like the highest mountains, your justice like the 

great deep.” (Psalm 36:6) We often use the word 

‘like’ to help explain concepts that are difficult. 

God’s love is reflected in both his righteous behavior 

and his just actions. His righteousness is as great as a 

mountain and his justice deeper than the seas. 

Underline the words ‘righteous’ and ‘just.’ This is 

what God’s love is for us. 

 “How priceless is your unfailing love, O 

God!” (Ps. 36:7a) Mark the words ‘priceless’ and 

‘unfailing.’ Unfailing is another way to say ‘faithful.’ 

This love won’t end. Now, consider the word 

‘priceless.’ God’s love is more valuable than 

anything. We can’t put a price on it. It is unique in its 

breadth, depth, and height. Its value is beyond 

anything comparable in human experience.  

 Often when we speak of value, we refer to a 

great deal. We obtain an object or service for less 
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than market value and say we got a great deal. But its 

nothing compared to God’s deal. 

 God’s priceless love is a great value, a great 

deal. It comes free. There’s nothing we did or do to 

earn or merit God’s love. God loves us, as we are, 

just as we are. 

 This is not a deal to take lightly. This is not 

something to be wasted. We need to treasure God’s 

love and be grateful. We recognize that we are 

blessed. Don’t treat God’s love casually. It is truly 

the greatest gift ever given. 

 “People take refuge in the shadow of your 

wings.” (Ps. 36:7b) This priceless gift is a place of 

protection, of refuge, of sanctuary. When the world 

seems to be collapsing around us, we have safety in 

God. His love surrounds us with comfort and the 

peace of knowing he is with us in every 

circumstance. He is working in our situations, as we 

discussed last week. God strengthens us so we can 

make it through anything the world throws at us. 

Mark the word ‘refuge.’ 

 The psalmist notes that this refuge plays out in 

provision and care, “They feast on the abundance 

of your house; you give them drink from your 

river of delights. For with you is the fountain of 

life; in your light we see light.” (Ps. 36:8-9) In 

God’s grace, we drink from the river of life. We are 

refreshed and refilled and strengthened and gifted and 

guided for all that lies ahead. We see God’s light in 

our situations, in the world, in those around us, and 

we find hope. God illuminates our way through the 

turbulent waters of life when we consciously choose 

to accept the love of God. 

 When we begin to grasp the magnitude of 

God’s love, we pray like the psalmist, “Continue 

your love to those who know you, your 

righteousness to the upright in heart.” (Ps. 36:10) 

We recognize that what we have is amazing and we 

don’t want to lose it. We realize we’ve done nothing 

to earn this love and grace so lavishly poured out on 

us and we pray for God to continue it. And we know 

he will because God’s love is faithful and steadfast. 

 And, as if all that isn’t enough, this great love 

transforms us. When we begin to grasp the idea of 

this amazing love, we are changed. We find that we 

begin to love in ways that more closely mirror God’s 

love. We begin to care about others more than just 

ourselves. We begin to put the needs of others in 

higher priority. We find we’re concerned about the 

welfare of others. Then we discover we can even love 

our enemies and people we’ve never met or laid eyes 

on. 

We begin to reflect back to the world the kind 

of love we bask in from God. And imagine, what if 

each of us grasped even more the abundance of 

God’s love and reflected it more to those in need? 

Imagine the increase of love and light in the world! 

Wouldn’t that be amazing? How might the world 

transform if we each lived out of God’s steadfast love 

for us? 
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It is appropriate that today is designated as 

Human Relations Sunday. It is a time of recognizing 

those who live on the margins and children at risk. 

We reflect God’s love when we participate in making 

over 5,000 sandwiches each Monday morning to help 

insure children have something to eat. We reflect this 

love when we send Bibles to the persecuted 

Christians. We reflect this love when we raise funds 

to drill clean water wells in areas without access to 

safe drinking water. We reflect God’s love when we 

make prayer blankets to bring comfort to struggling 

people, visit one another, and take meals. We reveal 

God’s love when we take up special offerings for 

UMCOR relief projects, St. Mary’s food bank, 

UMOM homeless shelter for families, and so on. 

This is caring for those on the margins. 

 We have a missionary family, part of not only 

our conference but our own church, Osias, Desiree, 

and young son, Nikko, who have given up the U.S. 

lifestyle and its comforts and security to live in 

Central America. God called them and gave them 

hearts for the struggling people of that region. When 

many people are fleeing that area and trying to make 

their way to our borders, this family has moved there 

to try to make positive change. 

 As they shared with us here in worship a few 

weeks ago and again in the adult Sunday school, this 

has not been easy for them. They’ve been in danger 

and displaced themselves, yet they persevere in 

God’s call to be present with the people reflecting 

God’s love to them.  

 Not all of us are able or willing to leave 

everything and move. But Osias and Desiree have. 

Their primary request of us is prayer. Let’s bathe 

them in prayers for God’s protection, direction, and 

favor. If you haven’t yet, pick up their newsletter on 

the name tag table and keep it where it will prompt 

your prayers. 

 We can also help through finances. Today, for 

Human Relations Sunday, we’ve chosen the 

important powerful mission of this family to receive 

our special offering. I invite you to be in prayer about 

this as you consider God’s love for you and for all 

people. 

 FaithfulUnconditionalRighteousJustPricelessR

efugeAbundantSteadfastTransformingLove. This 

compound love of God made up of strung together 

attributes is truly amazing love. And it comes with 

God transforming us moment by moment into the 

loving person he created us to be. And that is truly 

Grace at work! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, thank you for your amazing indescribable love! 

Help us understand and receive your love on a deeper 

level today. And help us reflect your love onto others. 

Amen. 

 


