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Disruption to Transformation 

Acts 16:25-34 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, come and speak to us. Your servants are 

listening. Amen. 

 

 Change and disruptions are frustrating. We 

struggle to get our minds wrapped around change. 

Some change brings loss. Consider the increased 

use of email. Both the post office and the makers of 

envelopes have suffered losses. Yet, I for one, like 

the convenience of typing on a computer and hitting 

send. No pulling out an envelope, looking up the 

recipient’s address and adding a stamp. 

 We have all experienced change/disruption in 

our careers. As a teacher, each principal change 

brought a bit of tension. And then there were the 

curriculum changes. Some were for the better, and 

some were thankfully short lived. Yet, we had to 

learn each new method. 

 Most of teaching was done from books when 

I began. Then there was a push to use computers for 

instruction. We didn’t yet have individual 

computers in the classroom, but we had a computer 

lab and we were expected to take our students at 

least once a week for a lesson.  

 I always cautioned my student teachers to 

have a plan B when taking students to the computer 

lab because the technology was unreliable. I still 

follow that thinking. I always have a printed copy of 

the sermon on hand, just in case something happens 

to my tablet. 

Generally, student teachers, and most of us, 

have to experience failure before we learn to have 

back up plans. I’d watch as the student teacher’s 

tech plan failed and they’d look to me with that, 

“What do I do now?” look. I’d wait to see if they 

could teach the lesson without the technology and 

finally step in when they weren’t prepared. Change 

is disruptive. 

 With time, we become accustomed to the new 

things. We don’t feel badly about the computer 

putting typewriter manufacturers and repair persons 

out of business. As we pop in our DVD we don’t 

think about the demise of the VCR. And who, when 

flipping on the light switch ever thinks about the 

lantern and candle makers put out of business? 

 Still, the new disrupts us. Now on our wrists, 

in our purses or pockets are sensors, cloud 

infrastructure, data and business intelligence tools, 

AI, robotics, nanomaterials, biotech, bioinformatics, 

quantum computing — all are changing, 

transforming and disrupting. 

 We find disruptions and change in the Bible 

too. Moses saw a burning bush that was not being 
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burned up and it stopped him in his tracks. Then, he 

heard God’s voice speak from that bush! Not too 

long after, having a conversation with God and 

receiving instructions was ordinary for Moses. 

 Peter, James and John were on a mountaintop 

with Jesus when suddenly he was transfigured 

before them and his clothes were dazzling white. 

They too heard God speak saying. ‘This is my Son, 

listen to him.’ 

 We are an Easter people, believing in the 

crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. Yet on that 

first Easter morning when the women found the 

stone rolled away and the tomb empty, they could 

not comprehend what happened. And the world was 

never been the same. 

 Yet, in each of these cases, just as we’ve 

become accustomed to email and DVD’s, the 

turmoil and confusion became the new norm. 

 Prior to today’s scripture reading, Paul and 

Silas arrived in the city of Philippi, a Roman colony, 

only to be stalked by a slave girl with a spirit of 

divination. She proclaimed that Paul and Silas were 

servants of God’s and could tell others how to be 

saved. We might wonder why Paul decided to ‘drive 

the spirit’ from her. The Greek depicts her as having 

a “spirit of python” which was associated with the 

Oracle of Delphi. In other words, it was not of God. 

 Paul was annoyed with her, another 

indication that this spirit was not from God. Perhaps 

she spoke in a sing song mocking tone making it 

sound like the men, as servants of God, were a joke. 

In addition, Paul recognized that this slave girl was 

being used by her owners to make money for their 

benefit. So, he ordered this non-God spirit out of her 

and her owners were angry. They took Paul and 

Silas to the authorities claiming they were throwing 

the city into an uproar by advocating customs 

unlawful for Romans. 

 The magistrates had Paul and Silas flogged, 

thrown into prison, placed in an inner cell, with their 

feet in stocks. This brings us to today’s scripture 

reading. 

 Paul and Silas were experiencing disruption 

and confusion. They had done nothing wrong and 

had freed the girl from the controlling spirit. She 

was free to be her own person.  

 Now, what would you do if imprisoned 

unjustly, beaten, and your feet held in stocks? Think 

you might be calling out for help, demanding justice 

and your one phone call? Not these two. “About 

midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 

were listening to them.” (Acts 16:25) They prayed 

and sang hymns to God and the prisoners heard. 

 God heard them, too. There was an 

earthquake, but unlike an earthquake that collapses 

buildings, no one was hurt. This quake was the hand 
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of God. Prison doors were opened, and everyone’s 

chains were unfastened. 

 You can imagine the jailer’s state of mind. He 

woke, saw the doors opened, and thought, what? All 

the prisoners had surely escaped. That’s what 

prisoners do when given the opportunity. Knowing 

that he was responsible for the prisoners and that 

punishment was inevitable, possibly even death, the 

jailer drew his own sword to kill himself. 

“Paul shouted, ‘Don’t harm yourself! We 

are all here!’ The jailer called for lights, rushed 

in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.” 

(Acts 16:28-29) This was not the norm. Imagine the 

jailer’s relief as he tried to understand what his eyes 

were telling him.   

 With a new frame of mind, transformation 

was possible. The jailer asked how he could be 

saved. He’d likely heard talk in the town that these 

men were from God. He probably heard Paul and 

Silas singing hymns to God. And now, they stand 

before him, having remained even when 

unshackled. He was ready to seek their help. 

 What will you do when someone asks you for 

spiritual guidance? Have you put together your 

preparedness kit we talked about last week? Have 

you prepared your simple straightforward answer to 

a question about what you believe? Paul and Silas 

were ready. “They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord 

Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 

household.’ Then they spoke the word of the 

Lord to him and to all the others in his house.” 

(Acts 16:31-32)  

 Who wouldn’t want to hear that? Having just 

experienced an earthquake unlike any other and 

finding his prisoners still there, the jailer was ready 

to believe. “The jailer brought them into his 

house and set a meal before them; he was filled 

with joy because he had come to believe in God—

he and his whole household.” (Acts 16:34) From 

jailer to joy filled host. 

 The Christian faith includes ideas that feel 

disruptive, certainly out of the norm. Yet, like new 

ideas, new technology, once accepted, changes our 

lives. Disruption becomes Transformation. 

  Disruption One: You are valued for who you 

are, not for what you do. 

 The jailer had believed his value was based 

on how well he did his job. He was ready to commit 

suicide because he believed he’d failed. He believed 

he was worthless. Too many of us believe our value 

is based on our performance. We fail and we call 

ourselves losers.  

 God has a different view. God shows us that 

our value is based on who we are, not what we do. 

Each of us is precious to God. He made us in the 

image of His likeness. He sent Jesus for our 

salvation, even before we were born. He has a plan 
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for each of us, a good plan. He adopts us when we 

choose to follow Jesus. 

In God’s eyes, we have great value. 

 Disruption Two: You are saved through your 

faith in Jesus, not by success, beauty, works, or 

popularity. 

 After he heard the word of the Lord, the jailer 

washed the wounds of Paul and Silas and served 

them a meal. After. He was not saved because of 

any works. He didn’t first go out and make 

restitution for every wrong. He didn’t first sign up 

to study the scriptures. He wasn’t popular or 

successful. He was a jailer simply trying to do his 

job and survive. And God loved him and reached 

out to him through his grace revealed in the words 

of Paul and Silas. 

 Disruption Three: Faith is never entirely 

personal. It leads us to communal action. 

 The jailer was saved, and his response was to 

serve out of his new joy. He washed the wounds of 

Paul and Silas and practiced hospitality by throwing 

a feast for his guests and his household. He and his 

household were all baptized. Faith is shared in 

community. If we knew more about the jailer, I 

think we’d find him sharing his faith in the prison 

and around his community. When we know Jesus, 

God’s grace overflows out of us. 

 The Christian life is full of disruptive 

information that many struggle to accept. We 

believe in a personal relationship with a being we 

can’t even see, but we know He is there, and He 

guides us. We believe that Jesus’ sacrifice on the 

cross 2000 years ago grants us forgiveness when we 

follow him. 

 This is disruptive stuff. Yet, disruption 

becomes transformation. When we accept God’s 

word and the reality of His amazing love for us, the 

old framework gives way to a new one. People are 

hungry for this. They are yearning for something 

better than the uncertainties and emptiness they find 

in the world.  

 You are valued for who you are. You are 

saved through your faith in Jesus. Faith leads you to 

serve others and share God’s grace. These are an 

incredible gift when we accept them. Have you 

accepted God’s word, not just as passed down 

stories, but as truth in your life? 

 

Let us pray 

Thank you, Lord, that you do value each of us and 

you have saved us through our faith in you. May we 

live from your grace sharing with others. Amen. 


