
1 
 

Comfort Like a Good Mother 

Isaiah 49:15-16, Isaiah 66:12-13, Psalm 94:17-19, 

Deuteronomy 32:11-12, 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, 

Philippians 2:1-2 
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Let us pray 

Lord, we want to hear from you. Help us to truly 

open our ears to your word today. Amen. 

 

 Take a look at this cast iron sculpture of 

God’s hands holding a sparrow. Isn’t it a beautiful 

image of God’s love and care for us? This sparrow 

is a fragile creature, yet God lets it rest on his 

hands gently, lovingly. How much more will God 

hold us in the palm of his hands? Isaiah 66:13 

reads, "As a mother comforts her child, so I will 

comfort you.” That is just one of many biblical 

metaphors that liken God’s comfort to that of a 

mother. 

 If you survey people and ask them to 

describe the character of God, many will say, 

“father.” Father is the way I first understood God. 

Jesus called God Father. The Holy Trinity of God 

is often referred to as the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  

 I came to know God as my heavenly Father 

several years before I understood anything about 

Jesus. I was not raised going to church. My mother 

was a single mom. My dad had left and completely 

disconnected from my sisters and me. So, I had no 

father growing up. 

 A friend in high school invited me to attend 

church with her. When I visited her church, I heard 

a message that God wanted to adopt me as his 

child. God wanted to be my heavenly Father. That 

was very appealing to me. Maybe I didn’t know 

my earthly father, but I had a heavenly Father who 

promised to always be with me. From that point 

on, I referred to God as Father. As a pastor, I’ve 

seen both men and women who were hurt by their 

parents find healing when they connected with 

God as their Heavenly Parent. 

 The Bible also likens God’s caring nature to 

that of a loving mother. Scripture reveals that we 

need not argue if God is maternal or paternal 

because God’s character includes both. God is like 

both a loving Father and a loving Mother. How 

God relates with us is determined by which nature 

we most need in our circumstances. 

 If we want to know God more completely 

and better appreciate the fullness of God’s 

character, it is helpful to consider verses like, 

Deuteronomy 32:18, where Moses said to the 

Israelites, "You were unmindful of the Rock 

that bore you; you forgot the God who gave you 

birth," a maternal image and, 2 Corinthians 1:3-

4, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive 

from God,” a paternal image as is Rev. 21:4, “He 

will wipe every tear from their eyes.” 

 Today’s scripture verses focus on God’s 

comfort, and the parental images that describe 

God’s care for us. These images help us better 

understand God’s tremendous loving grace. 

 As John and I raised our children, we shared 

in their daily care. Richard was two when 

Jeannette was born, and we fell into the habit of 

me getting Jeannette ready each morning and John 

getting Richard ready. I put Jeannette to bed and 

John put Richard to bed.  

 One day, Richard skinned his knee and came 

running for comfort. I tried to help him, but he 

wanted his dad. John and I realized we had divided 

up our children’s care so much that they didn’t see 

that both of us could care equally for them. It was 

time to intentionally mix things up. It was almost 

humorous initially. I didn’t put Richard to bed ‘the 

right way’ and Jeannette wasn’t happy with how 

daddy did things. 

 Eventually, our children learned that both of 

us offered comfort and nurturing and we could 

both discipline and council as well. We shared 

those characteristics, and so does our heavenly 

parent. God is not all about judgement, demands, 

and correction as some might think. Only when we 

know the caring and loving side of God, can we 

truly understand why God came to earth as Jesus 

offering forgiveness and salvation. 

 Not all of us experienced a loving mother or 

a loving father, but when we open our hearts to our 

loving heavenly parent, we can find great peace. 

We also discover in these passages that God is not 

comforting just children, he is comforting grown-

ups. Hurts including pain of loss, worry, illness, 

and the realities and challenges of life leave us 

longing for comfort. Even as parents, we 

understand our grown children need our comfort. 

God promises comfort to grown-ups too. 

 God comforts us through the presence, care 

and encouragement we receive from others. This is 

why people say their church family is so 

important. They find comfort there. They know 

they aren’t alone. When we stand alongside 

someone sharing support and encouragement, we 

are sharing the comfort of God. 

 God also comforts us directly. Sometimes I 

neglect prayer on a tough issue until my anxiety is 

high. It suddenly occurs to me that I should pray 

about it. Often, I feel great comfort come over me 

when I pray - almost like a wave. Nothing has 

changed outwardly. I still don’t know the solution, 
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but I have a sense of peace that I’ve learned comes 

from God. 

This peace is in knowing the solution is not 

dependent on me alone. I’ve invited God into the 

challenge and asked for his help. We find comfort 

in the confidence that God reigns. 

When I consider the Covid-19 virus and the 

havoc it has caused, I realize how powerless we 

are to control an invisible virus. We make the best 

decisions we can and take certain precautions, but 

we can’t will it away. So, I pray. No, I haven’t 

seen dramatic immediate results, but I have a 

confidence that God is at work in this. I believe 

God is working behind the scenes through the 

efforts he has prompted in his created beings and 

solutions and remedies are forthcoming. 

I believe God’s healing hand is upon people 

reducing the full force of this virus. I believe God 

is on the throne and is at work in ways that I don’t 

understand. And, I know comfort.  

And what about families who have lost 

loved ones? Even there, God draws alongside with 

comfort that surpasses the situation and assurance 

during grief. 

We also have the confidence that God’s love 

is unconditional. We mess up. We make poor 

choices, and God continues to offer his comfort 

and love. Today’s Scriptures remind us that God 

will comfort us. God will not forget us. So, let’s 

receive it. We don’t have to understand it. But we 

can choose to open ourselves to a willingness to 

receive God’s comfort. 

Where have you experienced God’s 

comfort? 

In response, we offer comfort to others. In 

the 2 Corinthians reading we are called to comfort 

others with the comfort God has given us. In the 

Philippians 2 passage, we’re reminded that if 

we’ve found comfort in God’s love, then we make 

God’s joy complete when we share that love with 

others. 

Look again at this sculpture. God is 

extending his divine grace, his comfort to you. His 

hands are open to you. Will you place your hands 

in God’s? Will you accept God’s loving grace? Let 

God hold you and comfort you today.  

As we give thanks for our earthly mothers, 

we are also grateful for our heavenly parent, God, 

and the comfort and love lavished on us. 

 

Let us pray 

God of comfort, thank you. Thank you for 

always walking with us, for never forgetting us, for 

your unconditional love. Help us believe where we 

do not see. And help us bring your comfort to 

others. Amen. 
 

 


