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Come and See 

John 1:29-42 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we’re here. We came with expectation, 

longing to hear from you. Help us hear your word 

for us today. Amen. 

 

 How do you learn a new skill? For a career 

chance, you likely need special training. I got a 

teaching degree for my first career and then a 

Master of Divinity to become a pastor. 

 A skill like learning to ski, playing golf, 

photography, etc. doesn’t require a degree, 

however, learning from someone well versed in the 

activity is definitely a plus. I will go to 1st 

Computer Solutions, here in Vistancia, with a 

computer problem, but I don’t expect him to know 

how to fix my washing machine. If I want to learn 

photography, I won’t go to a golf specialist. 

 Yes, you can learn a certain amount on your 

own about any skill. In fact, these days you can 

watch videos to learn tips and suggestions. I was in 

a golf shop looking for a gift for my son-in-law. 

This shop had a simulation set up complete with a 

big screen video. You stand in a certain place, with 

golf club in hand, looking at a video picture of the 

course. You swing and sensors monitoring your 

efforts, then display on the screen the course your 

ball takes. If you twisted, your ball goes off in that 

direction. If your swing was weak, the ball travels 

a short distance.  

 It was fun to observe, but at some point, you 

need tips from an instructor or good player 

watching your foot stance, hand position, swing, 

etc. If I wanted to play golf, or any number of 

other sports I never learned, I’d want to take 

lessons with a good instructor before showing up 

to play. 

 Even if our heart’s desire is to be a faithful 

disciple of Jesus, we need to learn from those who 

do this well, and most certainly from Jesus, the 

master. 

 Peter wanted to walk on water like Jesus and 

he tried, really got out of the boat and tried, but he 

let his fear distract him and sank. Jesus, the 

encouraging master, was quick to extend a hand 

and pull Peter up and Jesus continued to teach him. 

Good mentors know that failure is part of the 

process of learning a skill well. We need to know 

that too. It is too easy to quit when we first 

discover that what we are doing is more difficult 

than we’d thought. 

 Being a disciple is more difficult than 

simply saying yes to Jesus, but, oh, it is so 

rewarding and fulfilling! 
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 Andrew wanted to go deeper with God, so 

he followed John the Baptizer. When John pointed 

out Jesus as the true Lamb of God, Andrew 

followed Jesus. When he saw Jesus passing by, 

[John] said, “‘Look, the Lamb of God!’ When 

the two disciples heard him say this, they 

followed Jesus.” (John 1:36-37) The teacher 

referred them to the best teacher. They went to 

where Jesus was staying. We know that Jesus was 

always on the move, so I read this not as, “They 

went to the house,” or “They went to church,” but 

more as they went to the heart of Jesus. Staying 

with Jesus meant staying close to his heart. 
 “Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one 

of the two who heard what John had said and 

who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew 

did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, 

“We have found the Messiah” (that is, the 

Christ). And he brought him to Jesus.” (John 

1:40-42) I love this. Andrew knew he’d found the 

real thing and he couldn’t wait to share this with 

his brother. They wanted to learn from Jesus the 

ways of God. So, they went right to the source. 

Imagine. Andrew and Peter longed for the 

Messiah and here, in their lifetime, Jesus came 

walking. This was the teacher who knew and lived 

and modeled living for God. They were ready to 

leave the old and embrace the wondrous new life. 

And we ask ourselves, are we ready? Are we 

willing to live at the heart of Jesus and learn the 

best he has for us? And, if ready, how do we do 

this? Jesus is no longer on the earth! 

Jesus’ disciples-in-training were taught 

through a simple method: listen, watch, and 

imitate. He invited his followers to join him in 

everything. Sometimes there were teaching 

moments and they had to listen carefully. And 

when they didn’t understand, especially when 

Jesus spoke in parables, they asked questions. 

They asked for clarification and deeper 

understanding. 

Jesus also modeled how to live as a follower 

of God. They watched his interactions with others. 

When they suggested different ways, Jesus 

countered and modeled his way. When they told 

Jesus to send the crowds away to find their own 

food, Jesus modeled amazing provision – the kind 

that comes from God. 

The time came for Jesus to send his disciples 

out, in his authority, to make disciples, to baptize, 

and to teach everything Jesus had taught them. 

They were to be the teachers. Oh, they didn’t 

always get it right. No one does. They came back 

to the heart of Jesus and he instructed them again. 

And their skills grew. 

To our knowledge, Peter never walked on 

water again, but he and his brother Andrew 
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became quite good at fishing for people. We all 

have different gift sets and Jesus guided Andrew 

and Peter into theirs. Jesus built on their earlier 

fishing skills and gave them a new desire to fish 

for souls for God and this new shift in their skills 

grew as recorded in the book of Acts following 

Jesus’ ascension to heaven. Jesus builds on our 

skills as well. 

The disciples were blessed to have the 

mentor-disciple relationship with THE master 

himself. But we haven’t been left to flounder on 

our own. From the beginning, Jesus has raised up 

faithful followers and commissioned them to raise 

up more followers. No, we don’t always ‘get it 

right,’ at first, but we keep trying and we hold one 

another accountable. 

And we have the Bible, the most wonderful 

gift. We have the stories of Jesus in writing. We 

have the words of Jesus in writing. In the books 

following the gospels, we have the stories of Jesus’ 

followers and how they lived out what they learned 

from the master. The Bible is a powerful guide for 

us. 

Jesus always provides mentors for his 

disciples. The mentor-disciple relationship helps us 

grow as servants of God. Just as Jesus taught his 

followers to imitate him, a good mentor teaches by 

example and explanation, by allowing mistakes 

and giving correction. A good mentor passes on 

the skills and the wisdom we need to follow God’s 

direction. 

I have been blessed with great mentors. The 

first was my grandmother. My immediate family 

didn’t go to church or talk about God, but when I 

visited my grandmother for two weeks each 

summer, she took me to church, talked about 

Jesus, and led us in prayer at mealtimes. 

Later a friend in high school invited me to 

her church. Yes, mentors can be quite young. I do 

believe it was the experience with my grandmother 

and her prayers that helped me say yes to my 

friend. Don’t underestimate praying for someone 

who doesn’t yet believe. My friend talked about 

how important Jesus was to her and she wanted to 

share with me.  

Once in church, the pastor was my mentor. I 

initially learned through the messages. That is 

where I heard God wanted to adopt me as his 

daughter. Having a heavenly father when I didn’t 

have an earthly father was very appealing. As I 

continued listening to the word, I learned that God 

came as Jesus to make a way for each of us who 

choose him to receive forgiveness and eternal life. 

That drew me closer. 

My next mentor was a small group leader. 

I’d never attended a small group, but I found it to 

be a great place to ask questions. Now instead of 

just hearing from the pastor, I got to hear the input 
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of all the people in the group as we discussed and 

explored God’s word.  

When God called me to be a pastor and I 

started in the candidacy process, God provided 

pastor Karol as my mentor. She helped direct my 

steps and discussed choices with me along the 

way. What a blessing! 

The thing that surprised me was that even 

early in my walk, God called me to mentor others 

according to the skills I’d learned. I was the one 

asked to pray in a faculty meeting when a fellow 

teacher’s husband was in a terrible car accident. I 

was asked to lead a small group in the Alpha 

Course right after I’d finished the course myself. I 

doubted my abilities every time but learned that 

God faithfully gifts us for such calls.  

I attended prayer courses with great pray-ers 

and learned from them how to go deeper in my 

prayer life. Then God turned the tables and I 

became one of the teachers of prayer. I look back 

on a whole journey of being mentored and of 

mentoring others. That is what disciples do. God 

grows us both in the mentoring and through being 

mentored. 

Just a side note, a word of caution. We do 

need to attend to what our mentor is saying and 

how he or she lives. There are false mentors. The 

good news is, God’s word and the Holy Spirit 

together will make you uncomfortable with a false 

mentor so you can get back on track. Test their 

teaching against the Bible. 

The apostle Paul became a student of Jesus 

and then became a mentor for others. He said, “Be 

imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” (1 Cor. 11:1) 

and “Be imitators of God as beloved children.” 

(Ephesians 5:1) 

God’s word calls us to imitate those who 

imitate Jesus. If we want to go deeper with God, if 

we want to be faithful followers, we will imitate 

the Christ of God’s word and those who imitate 

him. Jesus isn’t walking with us now, but the 

Word tells us how, and God provides mentors as 

examples. 

Paul also wrote, “Let the same mind be in 

you that was in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5) 

To have the same mind as Christ, to think like 

Christ, to act with love and compassion like Christ, 

to live like he did, we learn to trust God like Jesus 

did. 

We learn to trust in God by accepting Jesus’ 

invitation to come and stay close to his heart. 

Jesus is inviting us. How do we respond? 

We’re awfully good at putting things off, aren’t 

we? “Love to come, Jesus, but I can’t right now. I 

have places to go and people to see, but, hey, I’ll 

drop by when I have more time.” Or, “I don’t 

know why you feel so distant, Jesus, why we don’t 
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connect. I’ll get with you soon, after I clear my 

calendar.” 

Is drawing closer to Jesus something you 

want this year? If it is, you need to say yes to his 

invitation to come and see. Feel a nudge to take 

part in a study? Do it. Prompted to read daily Bible 

devotions? Then read them. Ask others to hold you 

accountable to daily reading. Feeling like you want 

to be in worship each Sunday? That you miss 

something when you aren’t? Then set that alarm 

and get going.  

God is giving you opportunities to draw 

closer, to go deeper. He is offering you mentors. 

He is also bringing people to you who need you to 

mentor them. It’s how this discipling thing works. 

You can choose to put God first, or you can 

let others dictate what your priority will be. Jesus 

invites you to come and see. 

Come and see is so simple that children use 

it with delight. My grandchildren call out with 

urgency and enthusiasm, ‘Come and see.’ I have to 

move to them. I have to move to where they are 

and bend down close and look. Then they reveal s 

small crawling bug, a pretty flower, their drawing, 

or a sand castle. And I ooh and ahh. 

Come and see is a simple and clear 

invitation. We can’t remain in the next room and 

claim to see from there. It’s a call to get up and 

move closer. Only then can we get the full benefit. 

Jesus said to Andrew, “Come and see.” 

Jesus is saying to you, right now, “Come and see.” 

Choose to move closer to Jesus’ heart and see for 

yourself what living for Jesus can mean in your 

life. Every one of us can go deeper. It is an 

amazing thing, rich and rewarding. And it is 

awesome to watch God work through your life for 

others. Come and see. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, someone, somewhere, family member or 

outsider, said to us a form of ‘come and see,’ and 

we find ourselves worshiping you. Praise God! 

May we invite others to come and see your love 

and grace and mercy. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


