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“Come, Holy Spirit” 

Luke 11:9-13 

Rev. Karol Brecheisen 

 

 Good morning church and Happy Birthday! 

Let us pray. “Lord, fill this space with your 

presence and open our hearts to receive you. 

Amen.” 

 It is a treat to be able to be here on Pentecost 

Sunday, to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to 

the Church.  Personally, I am so thankful for that 

gift.  So on Pentecost Sunday, I'm always ready to 

celebrate. 

 One of the great serendipitous moments of 

my life was when I discovered that my 50th 

birthday was going to fall right on Pentecost 

Sunday.  Now hitting that 5-0 milestone can be a 

bit of a downer, but I knew I couldn’t be down on 

Pentecost Sunday. 

 Anyway, on my 50th birthday, I was serving 

a church in Flagstaff.  On that day, at the end of the 

service, we brought out a big birthday cake with lit 

candles on it, to celebrate the birthday of the 

Church.  I asked one of the young girls, named 

Emily, who was about 10 years old, to come up 

and blow out the candles on the cake.  She 

willingly agreed, came forward and began to huff 

and puff.  We weren’t so worried about how 

unsanitary that practice was in those days.  

  What happened was that not a one of those 

candles went out.  The truth is, these candles were 

not going to go out!  They were those trick candles 

that are really hard to extinguish.  Dear Emily gave 

it a valiant effort, but finally she came to realize 

that no matter how hard she tried, those candles 

were going to stay lit.  She forgave me for playing 

a trick on her.   

What we celebrated that day, and what we 

celebrate today is that the fire of God has not gone 

out of the Church.  The Holy Spirit is still on the 

move. 

 Even in the midst of this crisis, when the 

physical doors of the churches are closed, the 

church IS open.  The Body of Christ is still alive 

and well and the Spirit is still moving in our midst! 

 I love to think about how many people are 

tuning in to services they might never have 

attended in person…how many people are hearing 

the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ for the first 

time…how many people are finding their hearts 

apprehended by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

are falling in love with Jesus over the airwaves. 

 I yearn for the day when we will be able to 

gather for worship in person again, but God is 

using this time to bring blessing to the world in 

unexpected ways.  The fire has not gone out of the 
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church!   

 Today I want to invite you to join with me in 

praying that God will fan the flame of revival in 

our day.  Let’s pray that God will give us a new 

anointing of the Holy Spirit for this new day.  Let’s 

pray that we would see a move of the fire of God 

that would spread faster than the corona virus! 

 There is a Scripture that is wonderfully 

encouraging to me when we think about coming 

before God’s throne of grace with this kind of 

request.  It is recorded in Luke 11:9-13.  Jesus said, 

“Ask and it will be given you, seek and you will 

find, knock and the door will be opened to you.  

For every one who asks receives, the one who 

seeks find, and to the one who knocks the door 

will be opened.” 

 Now listen to this part carefully.  “Which 

one of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish 

will give him a snake, or if he asks for an egg 

will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though 

you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in 

Heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

him?” 

 Doesn’t that encourage you?  Jesus is telling 

us that our Heavenly Father will give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask. We know that this text was 

originally written in Greek and in the Greek 

language the verb tense used in the passage 

indicates that we are to ask and keep on asking, 

seek and keep on seeking, knock and keep on 

knocking.  So let’s just follow his directions and 

persevere in prayer! 

 Let’s keep on asking for a new move of 

God’s Spirit that we would have a new anointing 

for a new day, that the fire of God would fall upon 

us again. 

 I don’t know what you have been doing 

during the past few months when many of us have 

had more stay-at-home time, but one of the things 

that John and I have been doing, besides watching 

episodes of Star Trek and generally goofing 

around, is we have been learning about the history 

of revival through the centuries. 

 It has been so uplifting to see how God has 

released the Holy Spirit in powerful ways as 

people have done the asking, as they have cried out 

to the Lord.   When the people of God pray, the 

power of God is released.  Sometimes it is a group 

that begins to join together to pray.  Sometimes it 

is only a few people.   

 I was especially touched by how the Holy 

Spirit moved in Scotland in the late 1940s and 

early 1950s.  A part of the story is that the seeds of 

the revival were sown by a couple of women in 

their 80s, two sisters, one blind and one hunched 
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over with arthritis.  They became concerned that 

there were no young people in the church.  They 

began to fervently pray.  After a time, they talked 

with their pastor, who joined them in prayer.  Then 

the elders joined.  The result was a grand move of 

the Holy Spirit.   

In one of the first evening revival services, 

they were ending the service.  It had been a good 

service, but not especially powerful.  When they 

opened the doors of the church, they were amazed 

to see a large crowd of young people standing 

there.  They had been attending a community 

dance.  At some point during the dance, the young 

people began to feel compelled to go to the church.  

So they left the dance and showed up at the 

church!  Needless to say, the revival service did 

not end, but continued well into the night. 

Hundreds upon hundreds of people came to know 

the Lord.   

 I can’t begin to tell you all the stories of that 

revival or the other revivals through the centuries, 

but this I know, when the Holy Spirit moves, 

several things typically happen.   

 First people experience a zeal for Jesus.  

Consider the first disciples.  Once they became 

filled with God’s Spirit, on the day of Pentecost, 

they had a holy boldness and a passion for Christ 

that could not be quenched.  They went out and 

changed the world forever.  They were so 

passionate, they would not recant of what they 

knew was true about Christ, even though it cost 

them their lives. 

 When you welcome the Holy Spirit to move 

in your heart, you don’t just know that Jesus is 

Lord, you KNOW that Jesus is Lord.  There is a 

zeal about knowing and loving Jesus.   

 A second kind of thing that usually happens 

is that the Spirit gives believers a passion to 

witness.   

At the turn of this century, I had a chance to 

be around a pastor from Uganda named Jackson 

Senyonga.  I loved hearing him tell how the Holy 

Spirit had been moving in Uganda, drawing 

thousands to Jesus.   

 One of the things he said was that Jesus was 

the buzz all around.  Wherever you went, you 

would hear people engaged, not just in idle chatter, 

but in enthusiastic talk about what Jesus was 

doing.  Talk about holy fun! It is so inspiring and 

contagious to be around people who naturally, 

joyfully share their faith.  In revival there is a 

passion to witness. 

 A third kind thing that happens when the 

Holy Spirit moves in revival, is that people have a 

heartfelt desire to live holy lives. 

         In the early 1900’s there was a move of the 
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Spirit in the nation of Wales led by a young man in 

his 20s from a coal mining family, named Evan 

Roberts.  Thousands of lives were transformed as 

the Spirit moved in power during that season of 

revival.  People traveled to Wales from many 

different countries just to be where the Holy Spirit 

was moving so powerfully. 

 One fun story out of that time is said the pit 

ponies in the coal mines had to be retrained or new 

ponies brought in because the miners had always 

given them commands using profanity.  After they 

were touched by the Holy Spirit, they wanted to 

live righteous lives which meant they cleaned up 

their language.  The result was the pit ponies no 

longer understood their commands.  They simply 

didn’t know what they were supposed to do.  I love 

it! 

 It is said that during this Welsh revival, 

members of the police force were laid off because 

crime decreased so dramatically.  The brothels 

closed down and Bible sales skyrocketed.   When 

God’s Spirit moves, people want to live holy lives. 

 A fourth blessing comes with the move of 

the Spirit is power for ministry.  The Apostle Paul 

in 1 Corinthians 4:20 says that the kingdom of God 

is not a matter of talk, but of power.  You can’t 

read about revival history without hearing stories 

of miracles, healings and supernatural experiences. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, there 

was a grand move of the Holy Spirit in Los 

Angeles called the Azusa Street Revival.  During 

the revival actually on Azusa Street, it was 

reported that one day while people were 

worshipping at the meeting place, the fire 

department was called because people passing by 

looked through the windows of the building and 

thought the building was on fire!  It wasn’t 

physically on fire, but the fire of God was there.  

Kind of sounds like that first Pentecost outpouring.   

 Thousands upon thousands of lives were set 

on fire by that move of God as again, people came 

from all over the world to be part of what God was 

doing there. 

Beloved, we live in a difficult season.  

Clearly, we cannot be truly be the church in our 

own strength, in our own power.  We need the 

power of God.  We need the fire of the Holy Spirit. 

 Will you join me in praying for a new 

Pentecost experience across our global village…a 

move of the fire of God that would spread faster 

than the COVID-19 around the world? 

 Begin by praying for yourself.  Welcome 

the Holy Spirit to come and fill you anew.  Invite 

the Holy Spirit to fan the flame in your heart, to 

bend you and shape you into the person you have 

been created to be, to give you a passion for Jesus. 
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 Then pray that the Holy Spirit will bring 

revival fire to Spirit Song Church, that when the 

church comes back together physically, it will be 

stronger than it was before this COVID thing 

began. 

 Keep making the circle wider as you pray. 

Like Jesus told the disciples they would be his 

witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the 

ends of the earth, pray for the move of God’s Spirit 

in Phoenix, in Arizona and the nation and then the 

nations of the world.   

We have a big God.  Let’s pray big prayers!  

Ask and keep on asking that the year 2020 would 

not be remembered primarily as the year of 

COVID-19, but as the year the fire of the Holy 

Spirit spread throughout the world. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, may it be that we each would so welcome 

your presence that the fire of the Holy Spirit truly 

would spread throughout the world and push back 

the darkness. Amen. 


