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Choosing Jesus 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, let this message be your message for each. If 

I’ve written anything that is not from you, let it not 

be received. Amen. 

 

 Consider this chair. Do you believe this 

chair can support me if I choose to sit down? Ok, I 

believe it too. But I like to do things my way. I 

don’t want to depend on anything, so I think I’ll 

just stand here. I don’t want to appear weak or 

lazy. I don’t want others to believe I need the 

support of the chair. I don’t want to look like I’m 

incapable or need help. So, even though I believe 

the chair can hold me, I opt not to use it.   

 Now, I know you really wouldn’t think less 

of me if I sat in that chair. The point is, we often 

think we’ll look weak if we take help. We believe 

the world view that we must do everything 

ourselves. But that isn’t what the Bible tells us.  

Jesus says, ‘Lean on me, let me help to support 

you,’ and we say, ‘No, I’m strong on my own.’ 

What good is believing the chair can support me if 

I never place my weight in the chair? What good 

does hearing the Word of God do if I am unwilling 

to place my trust in it?  

I’m talking about Justifying Grace, the grace 

that we experience the moment we say yes to 

Jesus. Justifying grace is a gift from God like the 

moment I truly put my faith in this chair and settle 

into it. It is the grace that occurs when we truly put 

our lives in Jesus’ arms, so to speak. 

 God created us and called us good, but not 

one of us has lived a perfect life. We make wrong 

choices. The prodigal son made choices that took 

him away from his loving father for a time. And, in 

our moments of being honest with ourselves, we 

can see those times in our lives when we, by our 

choices, have distanced ourselves from God. 

 Yet the story of the prodigal son also shows 

us the wonder of God’s gift of grace and love that 

is greater than all our wrong choices. The father 

ran to his son and he didn’t allow the son to 

disinherit himself – and God doesn’t want us to 

disinherit ourselves from forgiveness and eternal 

life either. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 

new creation has come: the old has gone, the 

new is here! All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ…” 2 

Corinthians 5:17-18) 

 God created us in His own image and 

designed us to have a living relationship with Him. 

For that reason, there is nothing else that can 

satisfy our soul – not money, not sex, not drugs or 

alcohol, or work addiction, not even power. Over 
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and over in the Bible we find stories of God calling 

his people back to the relationship for which they 

were created. God wants us to stay in the good 

plan he designed for us. God is offering us a 

personal relationship of divine love. “God was 

reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them.” (2 co. 

5:19) 

Justifying grace is at work the moment we 

say yes to God’s invitation for a personal 

relationship through Christ. At the moment the 

prodigal son said to himself, “I will set out and go 

back to my father and say to him: Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and against you. I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son…” 

(Luke 15:18-19a) God’s grace was at work in him 

helping to restore his relationship with his father. 

Likewise, God, who knows us and loves us better 

than we know and love ourselves, is eager to 

restore us to Himself.  

John and I were high school sweethearts and 

he will tell you that I chased him. It’s true. I made 

sure I was in the right hallways at the right time to 

walk pass John and smile. I began to eat in the area 

where he ate his lunch. One day he told me that if I 

needed a ride to the basketball game to give him a 

call. When I told my mother, she said she’d hide 

the car so I could tell him I needed a ride. From 

that night, we started dating, but there was still no 

commitment. But then we decided to marry and 

share our lives. This is similar to our eternal 

commitment to Christ and the church. We can be 

present but not committed. We first must stop 

trying to find our value in the things of the world. 

Then we can choose to be committed to Christ and 

follow him. 

Responding is an act of faith. We are 

reminded in Romans 3, “for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God, and all are 

justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

(Romans 3:23-24) We can’t achieve righteousness 

on our own. So, we respond by faith to the gift of 

grace that God offers through Christ. Just as the 

chair held no meaning for me until I actually had 

the faith to sit in it, God’s grace has no meaning 

until you receive his gift by choosing Jesus. 

Our salvation is both instantaneous and 

continuous. We can say, “I was saved by grace, I 

am saved by grace, and I will be saved by grace.” 

This experience has been given many names: 

salvation, healing, conversion, having your sins 

forgiven, and being born again. Each of these 

expresses the moment we say yes to God’s grace. 

I was not raised in the church. I was blessed 

to have a girl friend who invited me to church in 

high school. This was God extending his love to 

me before I knew him. In the church, I found 
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wonderful people who welcomed me warmly and 

that was enough to keep me going back. God’s 

grace was drawing me closer. Then I began to hear 

the messages of the sermons. One day I heard that 

God wanted to adopt me – wanted me to be His. 

And one day I chose Jesus and accepted him as my 

Savior. 

Our confirmation youth have been on this 

journey of God revealing his love to them through 

their families, this church body, Kids Praise and 

more. They came to understand that Jesus is God’s 

gift. They chose Jesus as their Lord and Savior and 

made their own professions of faith. That is God’s 

justifying grace. And it is the call of the church to 

encourage each to make this choice. “We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 

were making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 

(2 Cor. 5:20) 

Our conversion continues as we keep saying 

yes to Christ. We do this as we come to understand 

ourselves better and we recognize that we continue 

to have a great need for Christ. We say yes to 

Christ as we seek to follow God’s will in our lives. 

We say yes when we practice the spiritual 

practices of reading the Bible, praying and 

worshipping. We say yes when we choose to serve 

God. All this opens us to God’s guidance and love.  

God has proven His unconditional love for 

us and his acceptance of us on the cross. But what 

is our response? Hopefully we say yes to the 

relationship that God offers us in Christ. God is 

reaching His hand down to us. It is by faith that we 

reach back and grasp God’s hand. God does not 

force himself on us. He reaches toward us and 

waits for us to choose. We have free choice in 

accepting or refusing the gift.  

Are we willing to give up the self decisions, 

the self choices, the self struggles, and follow 

Jesus, responding with love and enthusiasm to 

God’s love? That’s the big question. Have you 

reached out and taken God’s hand? Have you 

allowed yourself to surrender into the arms of 

Jesus, trusting that He will stand with you?  

Perhaps you are asking yourself, “Have I 

taken the step of saying ‘yes’ to God’s offer?” 

Perhaps you are still trying to go it alone. Perhaps 

you are waiting until you are dying to choose 

Christ. 

Yesterday, I rode in a motorcycle memorial 

ride for fallen officers. I put my helmet on at the 

house but discovered when we got on the 303 that 

I had not strapped it. Now, a helmet resting on the 

head does no good in an accident. It has to be 

strapped. I joked with John that I could strap it if I 

realized we were about to have an accident. No! 

That’s too late! There is no way I could notice we 
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were going off the road and strap the helmet fast 

enough. 

Don’t put off the greatest gift of your life. 

Don’t put off the grace God offers you with 

salvation, forgiveness, and eternal life. Just as 

you’d wear a helmet on a motorcycle, or a seatbelt 

in your car, to protect your physical life, protect 

your eternal life by accepting the gift of Jesus. 

Besides, his presence in your life makes your 

living better and more meaningful right now! 

I’d like to offer a prayer for any of you who 

recognize that life is a continuance of saying yes to 

Jesus and you’d just like to say it again right now. 

I also pray for any of you who are not certain you 

have ever taken the step of accepting Christ’s gift 

and would like that certainty today. This prayer is 

for any who realize you’ve been pushing through 

alone and you’re weary and burdened and you’d 

like to surrender to Christ. For all those, let’s be in 

an attitude of prayer and close our eyes.   

If you would like to accept Jesus right now 

or renew your commitment, repeat these words in 

your mind after me.“Lord, thank you for the gift of 

your Son Jesus Christ.-- Thank you that you love 

me and want a personal relationship with me.-- 

Lord, forgive me for all that I have done that is 

wrong. (You might name a few things that come to 

mind.) Thank you that because of Jesus I am 

forgiven.—Today, I choose you.---Please come 

into my life and my heart.-- Please send your Holy 

Spirit to be my guide--and to help me live a Christ-

like life.-- Thank you, Jesus. Amen. 

If you prayed that prayer for the first time 

today, I encourage you to share with a trusted 

Christian friend or one of the pastors so that we 

may pray with you, rejoice with you, and 

encourage you. 

If you aren’t ready yet, keep your heart open 

to receive God’s love. Keep connected with other 

believers. God keeps reaching out! He loves you 

too much not to. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we try to do it all on our 

own and miss out on the abundant life you have for 

us. Help us today to truly surrender to your grace 

and love. Amen. 

  

 


