
Building for God 

1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 41-43 

NRSV 

Rev. Misty Howick 

 

Have you ever made a piece of art for 

a loved one? Or have you ever 

received a piece of art from a loved 

one? I have had a couple occurrences. 

My daughter colored a flowerpot for 

me. She would disappear into her 

room for an hour at a time the two 

weeks before my birthday one year. 

She spent time and care in her work. 

She wanted it to be a surprise; it was a 

thank you gift, a gift of love. For 

Solomon, this temple, that many 

people worked on, that cost a good 

amount of money and time, was a 

thank you gift to God. You can hear it 

in what Solomon says at the 

dedication of the temple:  
 

He said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there 

is no God like you in heaven above or 

on earth beneath, keeping covenant 

and steadfast love for your servants 

who walk before you with all their 

heart, the covenant that you kept for 

your servant my father David as you 

declared to him; you promised with 

your mouth and have this day fulfilled 

with your hand.”  
 

Solomon built the temple to honor 

God. 
 

It is a prevailing thought, and it was at 

the time of Solomon too, that God 

lived in high, holy places, like on 

mountains and in heaven and came 

down to deal with God’s people. The 

temple was a sign of God’s presence 

on Earth. Solomon remarks to God,  

“But will God indeed dwell on the 

earth? Even heaven and the highest 

heaven cannot contain you, much less 

this house that I have built!” With 

humility he points out what Desiree 

and Nikko pointed out today in our 

mission moment, that nothing can 

contain God, and that God indeed is 

everywhere.  

 

Solomon built a temple for God. A 

place for new people to know that 

God is at work on Earth, and not just 

in Heaven. Solomon remarks: 

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is 

not of your people Israel, comes from 

a distant land because of your 

name  —for they shall hear of your 

great name, your mighty hand, and 

your outstretched arm—when a 

foreigner comes and prays toward 

this house,  then hear and do 

according to all that the foreigner 

calls to you, so that all the peoples of 

the earth may know your name and 

fear you, as do your people Israel.” 

Solomon wants all people of the Earth 

to know God, and perhaps this temple 

will help people to know God.  
 

We have an opportunity to build a 

place where people can get to know 

that God is at work on Earth and not 

just in heaven. And I am not talking 

about a church building...yet.  



I am talking about ourselves. I am 

talking about safe, welcoming places 

for people to enter into conversation 

with us to get to know a loving God.  
 

I was looking at what will one day be 

my garden. Right now, it is a little 

dirt, some compost, and an accidental 

pumpkin plant or two. Eventually it 

will house peas and flowers and 

zucchini. It needs more good soil. It 

needs safety and protection from 

ground squirrels and rats who have 

found my compost to be delicious. It 

needs shade for the summer. 

Basically, the plants need a good 

environment to grow and thrive.  
 

I believe we can create environments 

for God’s mercy and love to grow and 

thrive in us. Just like the seeds from 

the parable that Jesus taught his 

disciples about. Those seeds were 

God’s word taking root in people in 

the field. Those seeds needed a good 

environment, clear of weeds, not too 

hard, not blown away by the winds of 

the day.  

 

For us, this looks like - as Keslie puts 

it weekly- removing distractions from 

our life that distracts us from God’s 

goodness. I have cut down on social 

media the past three weeks. It feels 

great to not go to that when I need 

comfort but to seek God. It looks like 

watching where we get our 

information. There are people out 

there who just want to be heard but 

are not truth tellers. While I believe in 

listening to people, we should not let 

their lies take seed in our hearts. 

 

To create a good place for God to take 

root and grow in your life, spend time 

with God daily. Maybe it’s tuning into 

our daily prayer at Spirit Song. Maybe 

it’s a bible devotion first thing in the 

morning or last thing at night. Let 

God have time with you. Work on 

those things that you know are getting 

in the way of people seeing God in 

you.  

 

I have a list of things that I have seen 

in myself or things that have been 

confessed by the people around me 

that are areas they need to work on to 

provide a better dwelling place for 

God to live within them. 

 

Perhaps you need to work on the way 

you comment about others’ looks, or 

the way you judge people without 

getting to know them. Perhaps it is 

time to let go of your fear to enter into 

good conversations with new people 

because you think you are too 

different. Perhaps laziness keeps you 

from doing God’s work in the world 

and being a visible light to others.  

Maybe it is time to stop defending 

those personality quirks in yourself 

that tune people out to what you have 

to say because of how you say it. You 

know what it is that is a rock or hard 

place in your life that is keeping God 

from taking root in your life in such a 

way that God becomes visible to 

others through you.  



We talk so much about a personal 

relationship with God, and what God 

offers to us in our need, that we forget 

about what we can do to further God’s 

realm on Earth. We forget to talk 

about the fact that we love God so 

much that we - out of that great love - 

are called to be the body of Christ in 

the world, as much as we can be… 

 

Solomon loved God. Like his father, 

he did not always do the right thing. 

For many of us today, building a 

temple for God to live in makes us 

think that God only lives in holy 

places. But I believe that Solomon 

was trying to do three things: First, he 

was honoring God, like giving God 

this great big gift. It was a huge thank 

you note to God. Secondly, Solomon 

was also reminding people of God’s 

presence on Earth. In our Lord’s 

prayer it says that our God lives in 

heaven, but through the Bible and 

through our own experiences we have 

seen God work on Earth. For 

Solomon, the temple was a teaching 

that God is real, and God is present 

with us. Lastly, I believe that 

Solomon built the temple for God 

because he wanted to invite others to 

know God. It was an act of outreach, 

hospitality, invitation. It is like 

Solomon was saying to visitors, 

“Come call upon God and know that 

God is real and present in your lives 

too.”       
 

We can help create a dwelling place 

for God here on Earth too. We can 

create a place inside ourselves, inside 

our homes and inside our 

communities that honor God, that 

remind us and others of God’s 

presence and work on Earth, and not 

just in heaven. We can create safe 

spaces and become welcoming people 

to invite others into knowing God.  
 

May this message and God’s will 

prevail in your lives. Amen.  

 
 


