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I’m caught by this scripture... because 

it is another prophet talking about 

people in exile. We already heard 

from one prophet talking about exile. 

This is a different prophet. This is 

Jeremiah. Jeremiah has a lot of doom 

and gloom to give us up until this 

scripture. Now we have this beautiful 

promise. It seems a little threatening 

at first when it says, “only after 70 

years of exile will I fulfill my promise 

to you to bring you back.” Then this 

next portion of scripture makes me 

feel like painting. I don’t paint, or 

rather, I don’t paint well. My daughter 

and I enjoy putting color on paper or 

canvas. This passage reminds me of 

that kind of beauty that you put on 

canvas, or you see out in creation. 

“Surely I know the plans I have for 

you, Says the Lord.” Which is great, 

because I don’t know the plans, I have 

for me and I don’t know the plans 

God has for me, so I am glad that God 

knows. Do you? “But surely, God 

knows the plans that God has for us. 

And these plans are for our welfare 

and not for harm. To give you a future 

with hope” it says. “And then when 

you come and call on me, and come to 

pray to me, I will hear you. When you 

search for me, you will find me. If 

you seek me with all of your heart, I 

will let you find me, says the Lord, 

and I will restore you and gather you 

from all the nations and the places 

you have gone, says the Lord and I 

will bring you back from that place of 

exile.” 

 

It is beautiful, and another way it 

catches me is that this was written to a 

community. A group of people. The 

group of Israel that has been gone, the 

diaspora, the people who are not in 

Jerusalem anymore, who are not in 

their communities anymore, not near 

their temple. This is a promise to 

bring them back. 

 

Yet when I read it, I read it at a very 

individual level. God knows the plans 

that God has for ME. But I love this 

message for all communities, all 

communities of God. For Israel, for 

Babylonia, for our faith communities 

after a pandemic, for nations in war.  

 

A story written by one of my 

colleagues here in the valley caught 

me on social media. She travels a lot, 

she is a church starter, or at least she 

supports those who are starting 

churches. She was travelling and one 

of her seat mates was an immigrant 

from Afghanistan, relocating here to 

America. He showed her pictures of 

his hometown of Aleppo. The places 

he loves, the places he called home. 

He hadn’t seen his family since early 

August and was excited to get back to 

them. They will end up relocating and 

settling somewhere near Chicago, so 

this was only part of his journey. And 

this next part is so touching. He said, 

“One day we will go back. My family 



and I will return home.” God has 

plans for all of us. Plans for us as 

communities, like Israel, and plans for 

us as individuals. One reason I keep 

remembering this story of this refugee 

from Afghanistan is because he 

knows he will go back. I believe he 

has seen a little bit of that plan that 

God has for Afghanistan, that God 

will restore the country. Let us 

include that in our prayers. God 

restores. God brings people back.  

 

After the fall of Babylon to the 

Persian king Cyrus the Great in 538 

BCE, exiled Jews began to return to 

the land of Judah. King Cyrus the 

Great ended the exile of the Jewish 

people in 537 BCE, the year after he 

conquered Babylonia, granting 

permission to return to Israel and 

rebuild the Temple (Second Temple 

521-516 BC) under Zerubbabel. The 

return of the exiles was a gradual 

process rather than a single event and 

many of the deportees and their 

descendants did not return. 

 

We have been in exile, and we are 

returning. We have been in exile in 

little ways. We are not like the 

Afghani refugees, but things have 

been changing for us. “Normal” has 

changed. People have moved and 

some have returned. Pastors have 

retired and new ones have come in. 

Our worship team is preparing for 

new things. We have a camera in our 

worship space. Sometimes we feel out 

of place due to what the world is 

handing us. We feel a little bit in 

exile. In our church conference 

yesterday, someone lovingly referred 

to those who worship at Spirit Song as 

a “remnant.” A part of the whole, but 

a mighty remnant. A part of the 

diaspora - the group of faithful abroad 

who are returning to gather again. 

That same person reminded us that 

God uses small numbers for big 

things.  

 

Here are some stories of remnants:  

 

There was Elijah calling out to God 

because he thought he was the only 

prophet left, and God told him God 

had saved over 7000 more prophets to 

spread the message of life.  

 

Noah and his family are classic 

examples of a remnant who went on 

to establish tribes and peoples.   

 

The group of disciples who went out 

and continued to preach, teach and 

baptize in Jesus’ name after his death 

even though they were threatened by 

death. Small numbers did big things.  

 

And then there was Paul, who was 

tasked to spread the news of Jesus to 

the gentiles. If it wasn’t for them, 

even though they were small in 

number, would we even be here? God 

uses small numbers for big things. Big 

things sometimes happen initially 

with small numbers. Spirit Song has 

always been a waystation for residents 



who have two homes, for people who 

move in and move out,  

 

As a people who follow Jesus, we 

know that we must have mercy and 

compassion for those who travel in 

and out of our communities, for the 

immigrants in our midst because our 

faithful ancestors were immigrants. 

They were exiled and brought back. 

They were rescued from Egypt and 

traveled to the promised land.  So 

many times in our faithful history we 

have this coming and going. We have 

the life experiences of coming and 

going. I don’t know how many houses 

my husband and I have lived in. We 

are certainly ready to stay put for a 

little while. But that’s life. Life has 

seasons of coming and going. That is 

part of the Christian life.  

 

One more story before we move into 

communion today.  

 

This is a story of the association to 

help those rescued at sea.  

 

There was a group of people who saw 

a need, that in this certain part of their 

community on the shore, boats were 

prone to accidents. Groups collected 

resources and bought rescue 

equipment. They pulled so many 

people out of the water, they decided 

to build a building to store their 

equipment. People who had been 

rescued settled in the area and helped 

rescue others. Soon they were 

meeting regularly to talk about how 

the rescue operations were going. 

People began to donate money to their 

efforts, and they spent more and more 

time talking about how to best use 

their resources and less and less time 

rescuing. Finally, a group of 

passersby noticed someone struggling 

in the water, knocked on the door of 

this grand building and asked if they 

could borrow the rescue equipment to 

pull the people out of the water where 

their boat had overturned. 

 

The Rescue Association had lost its 

purpose in reaching out to the 

community to offer life and rescue.  

 

We are told that it takes a mustard 

seed, something so small to move 

mountains. Imagine the magnets we 

were playing with earlier today. It 

took just a small magnet to grate a 

chain that connected so many paper 

clips together.  

 

As a remnant, will we be the building 

on the shore discussing the best ways 

to do such and such or will we go 

outside and reflect the hope and love 

of Jesus, or savior? 

 

It is now that we look to the near and 

not so near future of Spirit Song. We 

have established our mission and 

vision. The plan for the next year is to 

grow in numbers, grow in discipleship 

and keep a heart of hospitality. Why? 

Because God is speaking. We hear it 

in our scriptures, that God is bringing 

people back, that God has a plan for 



each of us, one for good and not for 

harm.  

 

As Christ followers, we have been 

gifted the ability to help others know 

that God loves them, God knows 

them, and God desires the best for 

them. That through Jesus, God 

showed how much God loves us, that 

the burden of our sins has been taken 

and carried by one man. That Jesus 

tells us to sin no more.  

 

The passage today speaks of God and 

the future of God’s people like a 

magnet. God will bring back God’s 

people. God will reveal Godself to all 

who look for God.  

 

And because we stay close to God, 

through worship, prayer, study, 

fellowship, acts of mercy and 

kindness, we become like a paper clip 

on the magnet.  

 

It is so cool. God is so good. Let us 

turn to another reminded of how God 

is do good, through the remembering 

of Jesus as we celebrate communion 

together.  

 Amen. 

 


