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Perhaps you remember the headline 

on the news: Church pays off millions 

of dollars of medical debt.  

I looked it up. It has happened several 

times; churches in Ohio, Nebraska, 

Michigan, and California are paying 

off millions of dollars of medical 

debt. For me, this would be a miracle.  

My husband and I both had surgery 

last year. In fact, not only did I have a 

tonsillectomy, but I also had an 

emergency trip up to Flagstaff to fix a 

hemorrhage at the back of my throat. 

The medical bills piled up. Even after 

we had cleared our accounts and paid 

for every person who walked into my 

hospital room, just this week I 

received a new bill from the Flagstaff 

hospital saying I owed them money 

from something my insurance decided 

not to pay, over a year and a half 

later.  

 

Medical debt is a horrible reality that 

is affecting the fabric of our economy 

and people’s well-being. The debt 

consolidator who helps churches pay 

off these large sums of medical debt 

for people in their community for 

1/100th of the cost knows the system 

and the value of taking care of this 

debt for people.  

 

And in the news article telling about 

one of these debt-release events, was 

another headline saying that another 

church paid off school lunch debt for 

over 11 school districts.  

 

From where I see it, God is inspiring 

people to do what others might 

consider miracles. Have you heard 

these stories? Are you hungry for 

more? Many of us are hungry for 

more positive stories. We crave 

miracles that help renew our faith in 

God.  

 

For some, there will never be enough 

stories, or signs of God’s work in the 

world to secure their faith.  

 

What about you? Are you satisfied? 

The author, Rob Fuquay recounts that 

someone once asked J.D Rockefeller 

how much money was enough? He 

responded, “Just a little bit 

more.”  Whether it is stories of faith 

and miracles, or the other things that 

feed us, food, money, power, 

attention, there will never be enough. 

We will always want more.  

 

Personally, I’m saving up for indoor 

and outdoor furniture, and a new 

car...  Oh, and I am saving up to take 

my children to the country where they 

were born... And to visit our family 

all over the U.S. when it is safe. And 

sometimes I just feel myself 

repeating, “just a little more.”  

 

When will we be satisfied with our 

homes? "Only a little more," we say.  

 



When will we have our fill of food? 

"Only a little more."  

 

What about t.v.? "Only a little more." 

 

Scrolling on Facebook to satiate our 

desire to be heard and appreciated? 

"Only a little more." 

 

Jesus says, "I am the Bread of Life." 

He says this is only a short time after 

the miracle of the multiplication of 

the loaves and fishes, which we 

explored earlier this summer in the 

book of Matthew. This miracle is in 

all 4 gospels. Literally, bread and fish 

were shared to feed the hungry crowd 

that had gathered to listen to Jesus. 

Thousands received sustenance. Rob 

Fuquay points out that in the other 3 

gospels it says the people were 

satisfied, in the gospel of John it says 

the people were full. What is the 

difference between being satisfied and 

being made full?  

 

I wonder. The crowd with Jesus were 

fed fishes and loaves, but they were 

also fed the living bread. The living 

bread, Jesus, his words of hope, 

forgiveness, goodness that changed 

people’s lives, led them to know 

compassion and love and to sin no 

more.  

 

Were the crowds hungry in their 

physical body or hungry in their 

souls? Was it the fish and loaves that 

satisfied them, or did food only make 

them full, but unsatisfied? They 

wanted more. More signs… more 

good news even. 

 

Jesus went to Capernaum, to the 

temple to teach. The same crowds 

came looking for Jesus who had just 

been fed and asked him for another 

sign. Why? Where were they just a 

few days ago? Did they not see or 

hear or experience the multiplication? 

Or were they just not satisfied with 

the last miracle and were already in 

need of another?  

 

They were like the Israelites in the 

desert with Moses. When they were 

given bread from heaven, looked at it 

and said, “what is this?” Rhonda 

reminded us in our book study 

yesterday that this is what Manna 

means in Hebrew. The manna kept 

them physically nourished but only 

for a little while because soon after 

they asked for something else, and 

God provided quail.  

 

What miracles have we so soon 

forgotten? This week we remembered 

the events that happened on 

September 11, 2001. Soon after the 

event in 2001 we saw the real 

miracles of people coming together to 

hold one another, comfort one 

another, take care of one another. We 

came together as a nation. This 

weekend we remembered. Did we 

only remember the tragedy or also the 

miracles?  

 



We can take any major devastation as 

an example. Jeff and I arrived in 

Japan months after an earthquake and 

tsunami killed 19,300 people. It left 

part of the country without power for 

weeks. Hundreds of aftershocks 

terrified residents. And as if it wasn't 

enough, the earthquake had damaged 

a nuclear power station that began to 

spew nuclear waste into the ocean. 

The country came together. They 

looked out for one another, they 

rebuilt, they established procedures 

and protocols that would help warn 

and help people in the future, they 

shut down their nuclear power plants 

and as a country devoted themselves 

even more fully to conserve energy.  

 

Miracles happen when we come 

together to take care of one another, 

when we decide to give instead of 

take. When we decide that we do not 

need more, that we have enough, and 

that we can share. Miracles happen 

when we rely more on our Lord and 

Savior Jesus than we rely on our own 

devices. Isn’t that what Jesus means 

when Jesus says, "I am the bread of 

life?" That he will provide what we 

want and need, more than even the 

food that fills our bodies? When we 

are confident in the presence of God 

in our lives, that desire for more 

lessens too 

.  

Even the desire for more signs lessens 

when we rely on God. And when we 

are confident in God who works in 

and through us to do miracles, we are 

more likely to be a part of the 

solutions to the problems we see.  

 

Jesus says he is the bread of life. Will 

you let Jesus satisfy you or will you 

be filled by something else? 


