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Basking in the Glory of God 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we want to hear from you. Open our ears to 

receive your word for us today. Amen. 

 

 Today is called Epiphany. It is the Christian 

celebration of the revelation of God through Christ as 

represented by the coming of the Magi. “After Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time 

of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when 

it rose and have come to worship him.’” (Matthew 

2:1-2) We believe months have passed since the birth 

of Jesus. The Bible notes that the visitors came to a 

house and found the child. Jesus was no longer a 

baby. In addition, King Herod, after hearing from the 

Magi when the star had appeared in the sky, ordered 

that all boys two years and younger be killed. He 

wanted to be certain Christ was no more.  

 Who are these Magi? That is a much-debated 

matter. The word Magi is the Greek word. Some 

believe they were kings and today we sang the carol, 

We Three Kings. Some believe they were astrologers 

because they were aware of changes in the sky and 

understood the star was to mark the birth of the new 

king of the Jews. Some believe they were wise men, 

or learned men. We don’t know. What we do know is 

they were important, and they were willing to travel a 

great distance to worship Jesus, perhaps from Persia 

or southern Arabia, both east of the holy lands.  

 We also don’t know how many people were in 

the group. Tradition says three but this is thought to 

be because three gifts were named; gold, frankincense 

and myrrh. We believe they were Gentiles because 

they were looking for the new king of the Jews. We 

also don’t know what the star was. It might have been 

a comet. It might have been the conjunction of Jupiter 

and Saturn in the night sky. But we do know that God 

can work through, or create, any phenomenon to 

further his plan for humankind. 

Don’t let the unknowns distract you. Here’s 

what’s important and what we should focus on. These 

Magi believed the sign of the light in the heavens was 

so very significant that they followed it to come and 

worship Christ. This demonstrated that all nations 

would come to worship Christ and call him Lord. As 

Isaiah wrote in today’s reading, “Nations will come 

to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn.” (Isaiah 60:3) We could spend more time 

debating the questions, but then we’d miss the point 

Matthew and Isaiah wanted us to understand. The 

birth of this baby, now child, had ramifications world 

wide and he is to be worshiped. The Magi 

demonstrated the high regard they had through 
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bowing, worshiping and giving gifts fit for a king. 

“On coming to the house, they saw the child with 

his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures 

and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11) Who bows down before 

a toddler? They clearly had a strong sense of the glory 

of God that prompted them to leave their land and 

travel a long distance to honor this small child. They 

knew who he was and that he was very important to 

the world. 

The question for us is, do we believe that the 

baby born at Christmas is worthy of bowing before, 

worshiping and bringing gifts? 

Our scripture reading today is from the prophet 

Isaiah and was a foretelling of the journey of the Magi 

to see Jesus. Isaiah began his prophecy, to the then 

disheartened Israelites in need of hope, with, “Arise, 

shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the 

LORD rises upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1) Do we 

understand that our light has come? Today, as we 

celebrate God revealing himself to us through Christ, 

we’ll focus on these four words from the prophecy: 

arise, shine, light and glory. Let’s begin with the last 

two. 

Glory is majestic beauty and splendor such as 

the glory of bright stars on a crystal-clear winter 

night. We might experience glory as a bright and 

powerful light as the shepherds in the fields did in 

Luke 2:9, “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them.” The 

Bible tells us the heavens are telling us of the glory of 

God (Psalm 19:1). I’ve seen that glory in the northern 

lights in Alaska and Arizona sunsets. 

Epiphany is about God’s glory being revealed 

to the world in Christ. Our God loves the world so 

much that he sent Jesus as our Savior. This reveals 

God’s glory and incredible love for his created beings. 

How do we show the effect of God’s glory on us? 

Being a fan of a sports team can have positive 

effects. According to The Atlantic magazine (April 

2018) a 1976 study described fans’ tendency to 

embrace a winning team as “basking in reflected 

glory.” Fans of a winning team even take credit for 

the team’s success saying ‘we’ instead of ‘they’ as in 

“We are the champions!” The study went on to say 

that being a fan of a sports team can ward off 

depression and feelings of alienation. Cheering for a 

team builds a sense of belonging and self-worth. Good 

comes from basking in the team’s glory. 

I had a similar experience in Flagstaff. Sadly, a 

police officer was shot and killed. We attended the 

funeral along with hundreds of people. Many did not 

know the officer but came out in support of the police 

department. Following the service, we were part of a 

long funeral procession through the city of Flagstaff. 

All along the route people of the city had come out to 

stand in honor of the fallen officer. Many held up 
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signs of praise for officers and for their calling and for 

their bravery. Many signs were expressions of 

gratitude. 

My husband was a Flagstaff police officer at 

the time and I rode with him in the police car in the 

procession on that day. I remember his tears and how 

he exclaimed in wonder at every turn that revealed 

more and more people standing out along the route. 

Many businesses had changed their monument signs 

with messages in support of the officers and prayers 

for the fallen officer’s family. Both John and another 

officer in the car kept exclaiming about the amazing 

support from the community. 

Later as we talked about it, I realized a similar 

‘basking in the glory’ had taken place. The officers 

often don’t feel like the community thinks much of 

them. All they hear are those who shout at them for 

doing their job. On that day, they saw another side. 

They saw the local citizens trying their hardest to say, 

“we’re sorry for your loss,” “we appreciate all that 

you do to keep us safe,” “we’re sorry you lost one of 

your own protecting us.” 

The actions of the town’s people didn’t change 

Officer Jamison’s death, but it sent a powerful much 

needed message of support to the living. And for a bit, 

just as fans of a sport’s team experience, depression 

and feelings of alienation were forgotten. The officers 

had sense of belonging and self-worth. The officers 

basked in the glory of this officer turned hero. 

Scripture couples glory with light. We need 

light in our lives. We love it when we pass the winter 

solstice and daylight hours increase. This is especially 

important to people living in the far north who have 

very limited daylight during the winter. Many suffer 

from depression due to insufficient sunlight. 

 Light is important, and Epiphany reminds us 

that Christ is the light of the world, that his light 

drives away the darkness and despair. We have the 

gift of forgiveness that protects us from clinging to the 

dark memories. We have our Christian connection 

that keeps us from being isolated and alienated. We 

have our adoption from God giving us self-worth and 

a sense of belonging. 

 Jesus brings the promise of everlasting life. 

Isaiah wrote, “Then you will look and be radiant, 

your heart will throb and swell with joy.” (Isaiah 

60:5a) When the light of Christ fills us, we know joy 

as we grasp that nothing in all creation can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ. This is the light that 

helps us navigate life and work for the common good 

instead of focusing on ourselves only. This is the light 

that calls us to live into the best that God has planned 

for us. 

 Now, let’s return to the words ‘arise’ and 

‘shine.’ This is our call to action. When we experience 

the glory of God, the light of Christ, we cannot help 

but arise and shine.  
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 Consider the fans at a sporting event. You’re 

watching your team with friends. You have sodas in 

your hands and popcorn in your laps. Seconds are 

ticking. Time is running out. 

 Suddenly, amazingly, against all odds, a player 

from your team catches the ball on the 8-yard line and 

begins to run. He reaches the 25, and then with a 

shoulder fake makes it to the 30. He zigs and he zags. 

He eludes a tackle and cuts in the opposite direction 

and makes it to the 40. Seeing an opening, he scoots 

to the 50 and continues to pour on the steam with 50 

yards to go to the end zone. 

 Only one defender can possible reach him. 

Does your runner still have the energy to out run him? 

Then, at the 3-yard line, just ten feet short of the end 

zone, he trips and you gasp. He’s going down but 

somehow he uses one leg to leap forward, stretching 

high and long, the football in his hands. He falls on 

the goal line and the ball is in the end zone. 

 So, here is my question. At what point of this 

92-yard run did you arise and shine? No true fan 

could watch this without standing up and cheering.  

 Consider this, when the glory of the Lord is 

upon us, there’s no way we can sit on our hands. 

Popcorns going to be all over the place. We will shout 

from the housetops; God has come to us! Salvations is 

here! 

 Oh, but if we just truly realized the full impact 

of the glory of the Lord! The light of God, the glory of 

God is revealed to us – and is upon us! 

Do we live like people basking in the glory of 

God? Are we as in awe and wonder at God’s gift of 

Jesus as we are a 92-yard run? 

Do we worship like people who believe the 

glory of the Lord is upon us? Consider this, as we join 

our voices in authentic worship, choosing to 

participate in singing about and to God, choosing to 

focus on our Savior, we bask in the reflected glory of 

Jesus. That’s why many find singing praise to God to 

be one of the most moving parts of worship. 

Do we appreciate the significance of God come 

to earth? Do we recognize this birth as having 

ramifications worldwide? Do we understand that 

Jesus is to be worshiped? Today is about God 

revealing his glory through the response of the Magi. 

What is our response? 

 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and 

the glory of the LORD rises upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1) 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we want to know you. May we bask in your 

glory and live as reflections of your glory to others. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


