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Once upon a time there was a young 

woman who was pondering the world 

and God. She decided to take a walk 

to clear her thoughts. She came to a 

river. On the other side of the river, 

she saw beautiful flowers for picking 

and boulders for climbing. Lizards 

were sunning themselves and frogs 

were croaking in the reeds on the 

shore. “How will I get across?” She 

wondered. She had remembered a 

wise and holy person telling her about 

God and how if she was ever in need, 

that she could lift her needs to God. 

So she began, “God, I don’t know you 

very well, but I have been told that if I 

ask for something it is possible that I 

will receive it. Please, could you give 

me a boat to get across this river? 

Thank you.”  

 

She waited for an answer. Her eyes 

were drawn to some reeds near the 

shore, and some grass that waved its 

string like leaves at her. There was 

something in the back of her mind 

that said, these could be useful. But 

she did not have the wisdom to see 

the resources in front of her. She 

decided to walk along the river, 

hoping to find a boat.  

 

At one point a large tree had fallen 

and lay over the entire length of the 

river. Fish darted in and out of the 

shadow of the trunk in the water 

beneath. Something in her mind said 

this could be useful, but she did not 

have the wisdom to see the gift in 

front of her. She continued her walk 

and was about to turn for home when 

she saw some of those beautiful 

boulders that had fallen into the river. 

They were smaller versions of the big 

ones she wanted to climb on. They lay 

in a row, about a foot apart from one 

another. Something inside her mind 

told her this could be helpful, but she 

did not have the wisdom to see what 

was in front of her.    

 

She returned home sad that she could 

not go to the beautiful place with 

boulders to climb and flowers to lay 

in. She met her friend outside her 

home. Her friend asked her about her 

day. When she mentioned the reeds 

and the grass, her friend exclaimed, 

“Oh what a gift, you could have tied 

the reeds together to make a raft to get 

from one side of the other!”  

 

Then she retold seeing the tree that 

had fallen over the length of the river. 

Her friend again excitedly told her, 

“What a gift, a natural bridge to get 

from one side to the other.” And when 

she told her friend about the stones, 

laying a foot apart in the river, her 

friend pointed out that she could 

easily have used the rocks to jump to 

the other side. Together they decided 

to go see. They went to the rocks and 

laughed as they jumped from one 



stone to another to reach the other 

side.  

 

God can give us a number of 

blessings, if we have the eyes to see 

them.   

 

And so, we come to the end of 

David’s story. David ruled for 40 

years. King of one kingdom for 3 

years and uniting two kingdoms for 

33 years. Even though David messed 

up, he loved the Lord, confessed 

when he did wrong and tried to make 

it right with God, and when he could, 

with the people he had hurt.   

 

David’s faith, not his sin, is our 

example. His son ruled the Kingdom 

after him. Solomon was the youngest 

son. Both older sons had perished, as 

we heard last week. Solomon 

followed in the faithful footsteps of 

David by loving and obeying God. 

Solomon offered God many signs of 

his loyalty. At one such time high on 

Mt. Gibeon, where Solomon went to 

spend time with God, and honoring 

God, Solomon actually heard from 

God. God said to him, “Ask me for 

anything and I will give it to you.”  

 

For me this interaction is much more 

like the genie in Aladdin than the God 

I know who works mysteriously. 

However, this is our account.  

 

Solomon responded by praising God. 

“God, you have done good things, 

you raised up my father, and treated 

him well.” He humbled himself, “God 

I am so young in my knowledge and 

experience, I am your servant.” Then 

he praised God some more, “Your 

people are so numerous, you have 

been so successful” and then he 

finishes with a simple, but powerful 

request. “Help me discern right from 

wrong so I can lead your people well. 

Give me wisdom...to know the 

difference...so I can do right by the 

people and right by you.”  

 

Solomon already had so much. The 

Kingdom of Israel was well 

established, there were no big battles 

or big enemies at the moment to fight. 

There was wealth. There was 

prosperity. Solomon was smart in his 

request and God saw that and 

answered accordingly.   

 

God said, “Because you have asked 

this, and have not asked for yourself 

long life or riches, or for the life of 

your enemies, but have asked for 

yourself understanding to discern 

what is right, I now do according to 

your word. Indeed, I give you a wise 

and discerning mind; no one like you 

has been before you and no one like 

you shall arise after you.”   

 

And God follows in saying, “And I 

will give you what you have not asked 

for.”  

 

The concluding sentence is one of the 

main principles of ancient Judaism. If 



you obey, you will continue to receive 

God’s blessings. – It is a tricky 

theology, but a statement that reminds 

us that God wants us to obey, and we 

are better off when we do.   

 

Our friend in the story did what we 

often do. We too pray to God for what 

we think we need in a way that is 

similar to putting a coin in a slot 

machine or hitting a random dice 

generator in games like Mario Party.  

My family does not often participate 

in slot machine games, but when we 

were in Japan a popular, fun activity 

was to play the claw machine games. 

We would put a coin in, hit start and 

move a claw around with joysticks or 

up down, left, right and open close 

buttons to try and grab an item at the 

bottom of the box. Stuffed animals 

were a popular item; in fact you will 

see this kind of claw game in stores 

like Walmart in the area where the 

carts are held. We did some research 

and found that there are tricks to 

whether you will get the item or not. 

Sometimes items are placed in a way 

that is hard for the mechanics of the 

claw to reach them. Some claws are 

too sensitive to hold the item and drop 

them even if you get the claw arms 

around it. There was an unspoken rule 

at most claw machine arenas that you 

could ask an attendant to show you 

how to win at getting the item. They 

showed you how to get around the 

tricks.  

 

Sometimes when we pray, we are 

asking God to show us the tricks of 

the world, or to pull off a trick of 

God’s own for us in changing the 

world for us to benefit us. It can be 

like pulling the lever on a slot 

machine.  

 

Does God act randomly based on our 

prayer? We like to think that God 

listens to us when we talk to God. 

And we certainly have great examples 

in the Bible like David, who went to 

the Garden of Olives to pray; even 

Jesus went away often to pray. And 

Jesus taught us that it is good to pray 

in this way  

 

Matthew 6:9-13 

9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

10 your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us today our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, 

    as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

 

What is commonly referred to as the 

Lord’s Prayer reminds is to ask for 

God’s will to be done- and not ours.  

 

Sound familiar? It is also in Mark 

14:36 and Luke 22:42, when Jesus is 

in the Garden of Gethsemane asking 



for God to take his cup if it is God’s 

will.  

 

Another great thought comes from 

Neil MacQueen, a Presbyterian 

Minister, “Ask to be led and not to be 

answered, ask to give and not to get.”  

 

And this same idea of asking for 

wisdom is echoed in the Serenity 

Prayer from Rienhold Niebur 

“God grant me the serenity to 

accept the things I cannot change,  

Courage to change the things I can 

And the wisdom to know the 

difference.” 

  

I am not trying to discourage you 

from seeking God in all things- the 

little and the big. I often find that 

when I need patience or wisdom my 

words instead come out “God make 

such and such happen” or “God 

help me find my keys...or 

phone…”  

 

To go to God in need is a reflection 

of our humility and humanity. It is 

saying God, “We don’t have all the 

answers, but you do and we could 

use some more of you in our lives 

now.”  

 

Perhaps, when you feel abandoned 

by God, it could be that you are 

praying for certain things to happen 

and don’t receive them. Begin 

asking for wisdom, for God’s will 

to be done- to give and not to 

receive...and see God working in 

your life in new ways. Amen. 

 
 


