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Let us pray 

Lord, we’ve come to hear from you. Help us remove 

anything that interferes. We don’t want to leave 

without your word for us today. Amen. 

 

 Do you recall the story of the Trojan Horse of 

Troy? Its historicity is still debated but it remains a 

good story. The Greek army had failed in a 10-year 

siege against Troy. They were unable to scale the 

city’s massive walls. So, the Greeks tried one last 

effort, one very unlike anything they’d tried so far. 

They built a giant hollowed out wooden horse and hid 

30 of their warriors inside. They pushed it up to the 

gates of Troy and then, pretending defeat, they 

boarded their ships and sailed far from shore. 

 The Trojans believed they’d won. Imagine 

finally seeing the Greeks give up and leave. And they 

left a parting gift right outside the gate. The Trojans 

pulled the trophy horse into their city and held a great 

victory celebration. 

 After all was quiet and the revelers had gone to 

sleep, the Greek ships returned to shore. The soldiers 

inside the horse climbed out and opened the gates to 

the city of Troy for the Greek army. And Troy was 

destroyed. 

 There is a modern-day Trojan Horse. It is a 

computer virus nicknamed “mal-ad.” “Mal-

advertisements,” bad advertisements, give wrong 

messages and can do a lot of damage to your 

computers. They might show up in a pop-up window 

or email offering help for your computer. 

 “Make your computer faster!” 

 “Is your computer at RISK? Run our free 

security scan!” 

 Should you fall for one of these mal-ads, this 

trojan horse that looks like a gift, you are directed to 

download some kind of software or file thinking it 

will clean up your computer and make it faster. After 

all, that is what the mal-ad claimed. 

 Instead, inside this trojan horse is a whole 

digital invading army and you’ve just pulled it into 

your computer. It might scan your financial 

information and passwords or it might just be a 

nuisance, slowing down your computer. Why can’t 

things be what they seem? 

 In today’s scripture reading, Jesus is trying to 

root out the mal-ads that were damaging the Kingdom 

of God. Acting with compassion and mercy, Jesus 

chose to help a crippled woman who entered the 

sanctuary on a Sabbath. She had been unable to stand 

straight for 18 years. 18 years! “When Jesus saw 

her, he called her forward and said to her, 
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‘Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.’ 

Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she 

straightened up and praised God.” (Luke 13:12-13) 

 What a glorious moment for her. Can you 

imagine? And, please note her response. She stood 

straight and immediately began to praise God. She 

gave God the glory for her healing. 

 Sounds wonderful. You’d think all would 

rejoice with her. Unfortunately, the synagogue leaders 

were too busy worrying about the ‘letter of the law.’ 

You see, they had worked diligently to define just 

what was and was not work in order to assure proper 

observance of the Sabbath. “Indignant because 

Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue 

leader said to the people, ‘There are six days for 

work. So come and be healed on those days, not on 

the Sabbath.’” (Luke 13:14) 

 Wow. Talk about joy killers. Too bad for you if 

you are sick and in need of care on the Sabbath.  

Is healing a bad thing to have in worship? 

Surely, God wants healing. A huge part of Jesus’ 

ministry was healing. Avoiding healing was not what 

God intended when he gave the command to honor 

the Sabbath. I believe healing is part of worship and 

certainly I’ve known many who have told me that in 

worship they have received peace of mind and a sense 

of worth in God’s eyes. Many have reported both 

physical and mental healing in worship. Obviously, 

God is willing to heal on the Sabbath! 

We offer prayers for healing and wholeness 

during Communion. If you haven’t availed yourself of 

the gift of someone lifting your prayer concerns for 

yourself or a loved one, I encourage you, go for 

prayer during Communion. 

When we come authentically into God’s 

presence in worship, thanking and praising God, the 

Holy Spirit is released to work in us in so many 

amazing ways. We know the holy touch of God upon 

us! And that does not grieve the Lord. That is not 

breaking the Sabbath. 

And if you took a meal to someone on Sunday, 

or called a person you felt might be lonely, or helped 

someone with a leaky faucet, or put together a group 

to go caroling, would that be unholy? No. Of course 

not.  

This Pharisee from scripture made the mistake 

of overlooking God’s real intention. Honoring the 

Sabbath is about honoring God. It is about 

intentionally taking time out of the everyday to focus 

on gratitude and thanksgiving as we recognize God’s 

presence in our lives. It is about spending time with 

God in prayer and asking God’s will and direction.  

Imagine standing in the synagogue on that day 

and hearing the leader tell people that if they wanted 

to be healed, they should come on a different day. 

Would you be very impressed? If it were your first 

visit to that synagogue, would you return? What 

impression would you walk away with? “Hmm, they 
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believe it’s bad to heal on the Sabbath. Do I want to 

be part of a faith that thinks it’s wrong to heal on any 

day?” 

The synagogue leader ended up being a mal-ad, 

a bad advertisement. And Jesus wouldn’t have it. It 

was detrimental to the character of God. Jesus called 

the leaders hypocrites and the scripture records that 

the leaders “were humiliated, and the people were 

delighted.” 

Jesus used the word hypocrite often when 

pointing out the contradiction between people’s outer 

religious lives and their personal choices and 

behaviors. This passage is a challenge for us. We need 

to consider if our lives are mal-ads for Christianity. 

We need to ponder the hypocrisy in our own lives and 

consider what our lives communicate about the 

character of God and the Kingdom of God.  

Here’s the thing. None of us is perfect. None of 

us live our lives the way God calls us to all the time. 

We go in spurts of trying hard to live our best, praying 

before decisions and seeking God’s guidance, and we 

slip into times of pandering to our own desires, whims 

and selfishness. 

We are hypocrites. Inside the church. The 

church is made up of hypocrites. We know this. 

We’ve talked about this before. We’re hypocrites who 

have come to realize we need a Savior and we come 

seeking Jesus and true transformation. The problem is, 

we aren’t always honest with the outside world. We 

try to fake it and when we feel our Christian mask 

slipping, we are quick to point out the failures of 

others. 

“Hey, it’s you who isn’t living right. Not me. 

I’ve got it all together. I’m a Christian.” Then, we slip 

up, and someone sees our failing and calls all 

Christians hypocrites. And sadly, because of our mal-

ads, people decide there is no good purpose for 

church. 

So, what do we do? We aren’t perfect. How can 

we better represent what it means to be a follower of 

Christ? How do we better communicate God’s 

character, his love and grace? I have a few ideas, and 

prayerfully, as you consider how you represent God’s 

role in your life, you’ll have more ideas to put into 

action. 

1. Be authentic 

Some churches are trying to counter mal-ads 

with honest slogans like “No Perfect People 

Allowed,” “You are accepted here…just as you are,” 

and “It’s okay not to be okay.” 

Let’s apply this idea to ourselves. Be willing to 

admit you struggle and what you struggle with. At the 

same time, share how you have found strength in 

turning to God’s grace. Share how you are thankful 

that God continues to love you and never gives up on 

you. Share how you find encouragement and comfort 

in the presence of others who also are grateful for 

Jesus and for the gift of forgiveness. 
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These are much more powerful messages about 

God’s character and grace then trying to act perfect. 

2. Apologize often 

Part of being authentic is admitting our 

mistakes and trying to make things right. When 

you’ve behaved poorly, instead of being a mal-ad, 

offer a sincere apology. Don’t make excuses and don’t 

be phony. Be real: 

“I need to ask your forgiveness. I was out of 

line on that.” 

“I really made a mistake here and I’m deeply 

sorry for how it affected you.” 

3. Small things make a huge impact 

Never underestimate the impact of small 

choices. Life is evangelism. Our smallest acts in 

public can be mal-ads or they can be amazing 

magnets for the Kingdom of God. 

Consider your actions from outside yourself. 

How do others view: 

-the way you correct your kids in public, 

-the way you speak to your friends and others, 

-the way to speak about your friends and 

others, 

the way you engage or ignore the person at the 

check stand or waiting your table 

The only safe computer is one that is turned off 

or is disconnected from the Internet. The only safe 

Christian is the one who has passed and gone to 

heaven. That’s the only way we can avoid times of 

reflecting poorly on God’s character and Kingdom. 

Yet God, in his wisdom, created each of us 

giving us life and a purpose. When we chose to follow 

Jesus, he gave us the gift of the Holy Spirit and life 

gifts to use for the good of all. 

He also gave us free will and, being human, we 

struggle. But in our struggle, we know hope. We 

know we have a loving God who stands with us and 

picks us up and washes us off. We know we have a 

Savior in Christ. We know comfort and peace that 

surpass all understanding. We know we are never 

alone. We know we have the Holy Spirit within us, 

encouraging us to try again and gently giving us 

direction. 

This is the advertisement our lives should 

reflect. And if we believe our church and worship 

help us with these truths, then that should be a part of 

our life advertisement too.  

Are we mal-ads or magnets for God’s 

Kingdom? 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we are bad advertisements for 

you and your Kingdom. Help us reflect the wonder of 

our relationship with you and all it means. Amen. 

 


