
Appearances are Deceiving 

 

In college, I studied what I loved. I studied ecology 

and evolutionary biology. I loved learning about how 

animals interact with their community in their 

environment. I loved learning how a change in the 

environment would bring about change in a group of 

animals or people. When it came time to decide on a 

minor, I decided I would do my best to pass on my 

love for science through teaching. I saw such value in 

science education, I thought I could really bring about 

positive change by teaching. During my semester of 

student teaching in college, I learned that it didn’t 

matter what I said or what I taught, if I did not teach 

in a way that the students could understand or relate 

to. It was a hands-on lesson for me. It reminded me 

that the student will not learn if it does not connect 

with them. I had known there were many types of 

learners, and while I was student teaching, I saw it 

first hand. Some students learn better through 

visualization and pictures, others learn better when 

they are using words or numbers, others through touch 

and hands on manipulations. Others through spoken 

word, listening and speaking. How do you learn 

best? I found that I taught best when I was in the 

outdoors, showing students real plants, talking about 

real animals in a place everyone could appreciate. I 

imagine that the people of Spirit Song are as different 

as the students in a classroom. We all have had our 

own unique experiences that shape who we are and 

how we see the world and the events that happen in 

our world. I expect there is a lot we can learn from 

one another. We cannot learn from one another until 

we get to know one another.  

The scripture today from Matthew tells of children 

who sing and dance but get nothing in return. Upon 

first reading, it seems that the children this generation 

is being compared to, feel unappreciated and not 

understood. I also see it as the community not 

knowing its children well enough to share in the joy 

of singing and playing together. How can we 

appreciate one another? 

 

I have to think that the people who saw John the 

Baptist and said he had a demon and those saw Jesus 

and called him a “drunkard and glutton” did not truly 

know them. Although they were right when they 

called him a friend to sinners.  The people were quick 

to judge and did not appreciate what they were saying 

and their mission.  

John and Jesus were so different from one another and 

yet, people who criticized one for being modest 

criticized the other for being morally loose. It shows 

us the hazards of judging one another by our looks, 

and maybe even our first impressions.  

  



Appearances can be deceiving. Not only did the 

people not appreciate what Jesus was doing for them, 

they did not look deeper than surface level. They 

judged by appearances. Comparing John and Jesus, 

the author Matthew reminds us that the people were 

not going to be happy following anyone… and Jesus 

certainly wasn’t the type of person they had expected 

the Messiah to be. The “people loving, counter 

cultural, great reversal” of Jesus challenges us as 

well.  

In a society where first impressions and quick 

judgments are on display everywhere, will we take the 

time to get to know one another? Are we prepared to 

welcome new people in and get to know them in a 

deeper way? If you are new to joining us here at Spirit 

Song Worship, will you send us a private facebook 

message and one of our greeters will contact you to 

answer any questions you might have and welcome 

you to our church.  

Are we all prepared to get to know Jesus better by 

listening to one another’s personal stories of 

forgiveness and redemption?  

Will we sing songs with one another (from a 

distance)? Will we value one another as siblings of 

Christ?  

The scripture continues and says the wisdom will be 

known for her deeds. What is true about a person will 

be shown in what they do, how they treat people, what 

their actions say about them. My actions speak to who 

I am, and your actions speak to who you are.  

The passage ends with a phrase that I feel might have 

been inspiration for Emma Lazarus’ poem about the 

Statue of Liberty. “Come to me, all you who are 

weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

Some have interpreted yoke, as Jesus’ interpretation 

of the Law in the Torah, his scriptures. That the way 

he interprets is light and allows for a lot of love and 

forgiveness. Just today I spoke of the yoke of ministry 

that the stole represents. In other places in the Bible 

we are told to pick up our cross and follow Jesus. I see 

the yoke which was originally the harness around an 

animal put to work in the fields, as a responsibility, 

just like picking up the cross is. Today our 

responsibility is light work, it is to love one another 

and to work on knowing one another in a deeper way. 

How will you get to know someone in a deeper way? 

  

We are challenged today to look beyond what we see 

with our eyes to see with our hearts. Will you accept 

the challenge to work hard to value one another and 

see one another with the eyes of our hearts?  

 

I want to get to know each of you. I will be calling 

you and setting up other opportunities to get to know 



you in small zoom groups. I want to know what 

inspires you about Spirit Song, what fills you with 

joy. Type what inspires you if you are worshipping 

from a computer today.. Our goal should be to know 

each other well enough that we can know when and 

how to mourn with one another and when and how to 

celebrate with one another.  

  

One way we can do that is by sharing in communion 

with one another... 

 


