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Another in the Fire 

Daniel 3:16-30 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, in this time of self-isolation we pray that our 

choice to worship online instead of meeting 

physically will help stop the spread of the Covid-

19 virus. We pray all will connect and no one 

misses worship today. We pray God leads us to the 

prevention and cure for this virus. Take down this 

giant, Lord, for we know you are much greater and 

much stronger. Speak to us in this service, that we 

truly know we are connected as the body of Christ 

with you, our Lord, and our Savior. Amen. 

 

 Welcome people of Spirit Song and all those 

who are joining us on live on Facebook today. I 

give thanks to God for giving us tools like the 

internet to enable worship online during this time 

of self-isolation.  

 Today we are looking at the story of 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who refused to 

bow down to an image of King Nebuchadnezzar. 

Open your Bibles to Daniel chapter three to follow 

along. May God speak to us about his power over 

our challenges as we look at this story. Daniel 

chapter three. 

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were 

Jews in exile in Babylon. They served king 

Nebuchadnezzar. This king was mighty proud of 

who he was. Humble is not a word used to 

describe him. He had an image of gold, 90 feet 

high and 9 feet wide, made of himself. He 

summoned all the kings’ men to the dedication of 

this image. 

 Beginning with verse 4, “Then the herald 

loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of 

every language, this is what you are 

commanded to do: As soon as you hear the 

sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe 

and all kinds of music, you must fall down and 

worship the image of gold that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever does not 

fall down and worship will immediately be 

thrown into a blazing furnace.” (Daniel 3:4-6) I 

don’t know about you, but I hear music in many 

forms all throughout the day. That’s a lot of 

bowing down to this human king’s image. 

However, not all the people followed these 

instructions. Some of the kings’ men noticed that 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not bow 

and worship the image. These men, feeling quite 

righteous I assume, went to the king to report this 

failure.  

 Nebuchadnezzar was furious when he heard. 

He immediately summoned Shadrach, Meshach 
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and Abednego. They responded, V. 16-18, 

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to 

him, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 

defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we 

are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 

serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will 

deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even 

if he does not, we want you to know, Your 

Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or 

worship the image of gold you have set up.’” 

(Daniel 3:16-18) 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were 

obeying the word of God as taught to the Jewish 

people in Exodus 20:3-5. “You shall have no 

other gods before me. You shall not make for 

yourself an image in the form of anything in 

heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below. You shall not bow down to them 

or worship them...” Even in exile in Babylon, 

these three remained faithful to the word of God 

passed onto them.  

Are we as faithful? It is one thing to be 

faithful when we are on our own turf, as in the 

church gathering. It is quite another to be faithful 

when we are at work, out in public, or with 

unbelieving friends. Could you have stood as 

steadfastly before the king as they did? It is a good 

question to ask ourselves. Where do we falter in 

living our commitment to God?  

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were 

bold in their faith. Imagine standing before king 

Nebuchadnezzar and saying that even if he threw 

them in the fire, God was able to deliver them. 

What wonderful faith! What a great statement. 

God is able.  

 In times of trial, we may feel less certain 

that God can deliver us. I find it helpful to look 

back over those times in my life where God 

showed his holy presence. I may not have realized 

it immediately. It is often through the gift of 

hindsight that we see evidence of God with us. 

Think back. Remember those times. Remembering 

and giving thanks will grow your faith and trust 

when you face new challenges. 

 However, the faithfulness of these men runs 

even deeper. V. 18, “But even if he does not 

[help], we want you to know, Your Majesty, 

that we will not serve your gods or worship the 

image of gold you have set up.’” (v. 18) Wow, 

but even if he didn’t, they would remain faithful. 

That is trust in God. 

 We who have chosen Christ as our Savior 

are in that kind of win win situation. When we die, 

we are saved and have God’s promise of eternity. 

That is huge! That fact has brought great comfort 

to Christians everywhere when facing their own 

possible death. I have been with people before 

surgeries who say, “I’m ok. If I don’t survive this, 
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I’ll be with Jesus and if I do survive, that’s good 

too.” Do we have that kind of attitude?  

 God is able, but He doesn’t always intervene 

in the way we want. We want that miraculous 

intervention with immediate results. Certainly, 

God can intervene divinely, but he often chooses 

to work through people. I believe he is working 

with those looking for a cure right now. Prompting 

them with ideas and direction. I believe he is 

working in this time of self-isolation to slow the 

spread of the virus. I believe he is in the people 

serving in the nursing homes and hospitals, 

bringing peace and comfort. He is working through 

first responders and grocery store personnel who 

are serving us. And he is prompting us to find new 

ways to help to one another. 

Churches are being led to look for ways to 

offer worship and other spiritual and fellowship 

groups via the internet. We at Spirit Song have 

talked about how we might live stream to reach 

those who aren’t initially comfortable attending 

church, those or are ill or homebound, and our 

winter family when they are away. This social 

distancing is inspiring all of us to be more 

persistent in making online worship happen. 

God didn’t send the virus. But God is 

faithful to work for good for those who choose 

him, and I believe we are seeing evidence of that 

in many ways. May God use all of us to be his 

positive holy touch at this time. 

God is able – and we are his hands, feet and 

heart. 

King Nebuchadnezzar ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego thrown into the 

blazing furnace. He turned it “seven times hotter 

than usual.” The men were bound and thrown into 

the furnace that was so hot the soldiers who carried 

out the sentence were killed by the flames. 

King Nebuchadnezzar was watching all of 

this and shouted with amazement, V. 25, “Look! I 

see four men walking around in the fire, 

unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks 

like a son of the gods.” (v. 25) In that moment, all 

that the three Jewish men had proclaimed about 

their God, gelled together for the king. He 

suddenly believed that this God was more 

powerful than any other. He saw the evidence of 

that power in the four walking in the flames 

unharmed. The king saw that God is able. 

V. 26, “Nebuchadnezzar then approached 

the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, 

‘Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of 

the Most High God, come out! Come here!’” (v. 

26) The men came out and they were not burned or 

even singed and the king believed. 

I hope it doesn’t take surviving a fiery 

furnace to get our attention. I hope we aren’t as 
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unbelieving as the king and need that kind of 

demonstration!  

Can you accept today, that God is still at 

work in all that is happening in our world? Do you 

believe that our Most High God is still working in 

his strange and mysterious way to end the virus? I 

do. Don’t underestimate God. 

V. 28, “Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Praise be 

to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued 

his servants! They trusted in him and defied the 

king’s command and were willing to give up 

their lives rather than serve or worship any god 

except their own God.’” (v. 28) How great is 

your trust in God? 

The king proclaimed that any who said 

anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego would be punished. He witnessed a 

miracle and believed. May it be that our trust is 

strong enough that even when we don’t see the 

miracles that I believe are happening around us, 

and we are overwhelmed by the virus challenge, 

we maintain our trust and belief.  

When we think about the times God has 

revealed himself to us and we share our stories 

with one another, our faith is strengthened, and 

God no longer feels distant. Reading the stories of 

the Bible, like this one in Daniel chapter three, can 

strengthen us too. 

And don’t overlook the power of prayer. If 

you doubt, pray. If you can’t sense God with you, 

pray. If you struggle to understand - and aren’t we 

all in that boat? - pray. Pray and ask God to 

strengthen your faith. Ask God to help you see the 

evidence of his work. Ask him to be mightily 

active in this crisis. And hold to the knowledge 

that there is another walking with us in the fire. 

God has not left us alone. 

It is easier to pray when everything is going 

well. Let’s learn to pray when things appear to be 

unraveling. 

May you know the peace and comfort of the 

Most High God, the God who is able. The God 

who loves us so much he came as Christ to die on 

the cross for us so that we are made right with 

God. This is the God who offers you salvation as a 

gift of grace. This is the God who was crucified 

and rose again. We are approaching Easter, that 

wonderful time of celebrating again God’s 

amazing love. Let’s claim his glory and give God 

thanks and praise. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord God, thank you that you are able! Help us 

trust when we doubt. Help us see where your holy 

hand is at work and give you praise. Amen.  

  

 


