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All Things New! 

Matthew 28:1-10 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, thank you that we celebrate a risen Lord and 

Savior. May this time of worship please you and bless 

all who see it or read this. Amen. 

 

 Jesus is risen! What an amazing gift and 

blessing for all humanity. God offers us love and 

reconciliation through Christ! Have you said yes to 

his gift? 

 My husband, John, likes motorcycle rides and I 

like walking in nature. So, we combine these. We hop 

on the motorcycle and ride to a place where we can 

walk. This is the way couples compromise, right? 

 When we walk, we tend to steer away from 

populated areas. This was our practice even before 

Covid-19. We like to drive out into the desert and then 

walk up a wash or a dirt road. We’ve been trying to go 

out a few times a week as relief from cabin fever and 

stress. 

 It has been especially enjoyable because we’ve 

been watching spring come to life. We are enjoying 

the beautiful cactus blossoms and the great variety in 

both size and color of the wildflowers, from tiny star 

shaped flowers to larger flowers on stalks. 

 One desert wash we followed had water seeps 

from rocks creating pools of water with outflows of 

little streamlets that quickly disappear again into the 

ground. We followed this appearing and disappearing 

stream for quite a distance. Some of the pools were 

large enough to have tadpoles swimming in the hope 

of completing their cycle of transformation into desert 

frogs before the water dries up. When they emerge as 

frogs, they have a short span of time before they bury 

themselves in the mud and reemerge with the next 

rain. What an amazing creation.  

We found a gnarled twisted stump that had 

been pushed over by the water in a flash flood but still 

had just enough root to send up a shoot with new 

green leaves. What perseverance for life and survival! 

 The desert willows along this wash were leafed 

out with my favorite color, that special green color of 

new growth. Everywhere we looked, we saw the signs 

of spring and new life. And the birds! They were 

everywhere, flitting about and singing with all the joy 

of new life. 

 New life. Are you ready for new life? Jesus 

offers us this amazing gift. 

 Mary Magdalene and ‘the other’ Mary went to 

the tomb on Easter morning. They weren’t looking for 

new life. They carried spices to properly attend to 

their dead friend, Jesus. Jesus had been hastily placed 

in the tomb after being removed from the cross and 
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his body was not prepared as custom required. The 

women were there to carry out a very somber task. 

 Imagine how the two must have felt when the 

ground suddenly shook beneath them as the earth 

quaked. Imagine seeing an angel rolling the stone 

away and then calmly sitting on it. This angel had an 

appearance like lightening and his clothing was as 

white as snow. I think I would have been pinching 

myself to see if I were dreaming! And the guards were 

so frightened they became like dead men. 

 And these sweet ladies stood firmly. They came 

with a task to complete and didn’t run or faint. The 

Bible doesn’t tell us how they felt or what they were 

thinking. We can only guess as we think about how 

we might feel. 

 The angel had a special message for the 

women. A message that began, “Do not be afraid.” 

How many times the Bible uses that wonderful 

phrase. Do not be afraid. It probably felt like 

everything had unraveled. All their best hopes were 

crushed. Their beloved Messiah had died. All their 

hope in what he would accomplish was gone. And the 

angel said, “Do not be afraid.” 

God says that to us too, despite the Covid-19, 

despite not celebrating Easter with family, despite 

financial challenges with businesses closed and jobs 

on hold. Do no be afraid despite running out of 

supplies like toilet paper, despite feeling lonely and 

helpless and hopeless. God says, “Do not be afraid.” 

He is with us. God is bigger than all that worries us. 

Easter reminds us of this powerful message. 

Hear Matthew 28:5-6, “The angel said to the 

women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 

looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not 

here; he has risen, just as he said.” Imagine these 

sweet women trying to process that message. The 

angel knew why they’d come. How did he know? And 

Jesus wasn’t there? Where was he? What had the 

angel or someone else done with the body? 

Wait, what? He is risen? What does that mean? 

Jesus is risen? Just like he said? Imagine trying to 

process all of that and then remembering Jesus saying 

that he would be crucified and in three days be raised 

from the dead. But that had been nonsense, right? Of 

course, Jesus did raise Lazarus from the dead after 

three days. Was it possible?  

Maybe their first glimmer of hope immerged. 

Maybe the story of their Lord hadn’t ended as they’d 

thought. You’ve had times like that. You feared the 

worst. “Oh, no, this call back for a biopsy means I 

have cancer. Oh, wait, it’s benign!” or “I didn’t 

interview well for the new joy. I’ll never find work. 

Oh, wait, the phone is ringing – hey, I got the job.” 

It is said that most of what we worry about or 

fear never comes to pass. Maybe we should put less 

energy and thought into worry and more into praying 

and keeping our hope alive!  
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The angel said, “[Jesus] is not here; he has 

risen.” What a simple yet amazing statement. God’s 

gift of love for all peoples was not dead. God’s plan to 

save all who accept his gift had succeeded. Jesus 

wasn’t there. He is risen! And all the promises and 

gifts that come with this are available for all who 

choose to receive. The hope of the world is risen! 

Then, in the wonderful ways of God, the angel 

called the women to respond, to act. We are always 

called to respond. The Angel said, verse 7, “Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from 

the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

There you will see him.’” 

Just like that God commissioned them to action 

for his good purposes. Verse 8, “So the women 

hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with 

joy, and ran to tell his disciples.” They responded. 

Oh, may it be that we would be so quick to jump up 

and respond even before we fully understand. What 

great examples these women are. 

Here’s another very cool thing about God. Even 

when we are confused, uncertain, maybe even 

doubting, God is willing to give us confirmation. He 

gives us encouragement and peace that we are on 

track. Verse 9, “Suddenly Jesus met them. 

‘Greetings,’ he said.” They were already doing as the 

angel asked and they got to encounter their risen 

Lord! What a sweet sweet moment for these faithful 

followers! 

Then Jesus confirmed their call, verse 10, 

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go 

and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 

will see me.’” I am sure this extra encounter helped to 

strengthen these women when the disciples did not 

initially believe them, thinking they had imagined 

Jesus or were hysterical. What a gift! 

Not only did Jesus have new life, these women 

had new life. They were now part of a new faith of 

those who choose to follow and worship a living Lord 

and Savior! They were part of carrying the good news 

of Jesus to their friends. Do we do as well? 

The disciples were in a locked room fearing for 

their lives and trying to pick up the pieces of their 

broken dreams. All had been shattered, or so they 

thought. But hope was about to break upon them in 

the message from the women. 

You are hunkered down in a worldwide effort 

to remain safe and to stop the spread of the Covid-19 

virus. Many of your dreams and hopes have been 

shattered. You know new stress and worry and maybe 

a sense of hopelessness in a time when you can’t 

control the outcome. You can’t fix it. 

Yet because of Jesus’s work on the cross we 

have new hope. 

I like this special wrought iron cross. It is a 

great symbol of the new life that Jesus offers. Notice 

the new leaves growing, the bird sitting on the cross 
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piece. See the heart, 

that I feel represents 

God’s love, right at 

the crossbeams. This 

image is what the 

cross means to me. It 

is hope and new life 

and a reminder that 

our challenges don’t 

last forever. It is a 

reminder that God 

perseveres in reaching 

us. 

 Pope John Paul II 

described the cross as 

a tree of life because the cross is the story of the seed 

that falls to the ground and dies, later to come to life. 

Because of the cross, we can take hold of the very 

best God has for us and move into his good, perfect, 

plan for our lives. Consider that. 

 Covid-19 will end. The economy will recover, 

and jobs will be restored. God’s love has the final say! 

We will worship together again and sing praise to 

God’s faithfulness. Maybe we’ll even cease to take 

family and getting together for granted. Maybe we’ll 

value relationships more highly. Maybe we’ll thank 

our friends for their friendship and be better friends 

ourselves. 

Maybe we’ll give thanks for even the simple 

things like toilet paper and eggs and bread. Maybe 

we’ll care more about the people of the world who 

don’t have those basics and we’ll help more. Maybe 

we’ll have a greater appreciation of all the frontline 

workers throughout this challenge who faithfully 

continue to serve. 

 Maybe we’ll better appreciate the gift of new 

life in Jesus and choose to live better ourselves. Just 

as Jesus was raised in new life, we too can let God 

take us into the very best he created us to be. We can 

be his resurrected people with better priorities that 

place God first above every other thing.  

 In the song, Resurrecting, by Elevation 

Worship, are these words, “The resurrected King is 

resurrecting me.” May we say yes to the gift of Jesus 

in our lives. May it be that every time we see a cross, 

we think of new life in Jesus and give thanks and 

praise! May this day be holy and blessed in your life. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we thank you and praise you because YOU are 

the resurrected King resurrecting us. May we 

understand that in a deeper way this year. May we 

choose to receive your gift of forgiveness and 

reconciliation! Amen. 

 

 
 


