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All In 

Mark 10:17-31 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Holy Spirit come. Open our hearts to your word for us 

today. Let us not go away unchanged. Thank you, 

Lord. Amen. 

 

 When our children were in high school and 

early college, they each had a stint in restaurant work. 

I learned a lot about tipping during that time. My son 

worked for Little America, a high-end restaurant. His 

hourly wage was very low, like $1.95. The owners had 

an expectation that the customers would tip well. If, at 

that time, the expectation was 15% for a tip, the tip for 

a $90 dollar dinner would be good. This company was 

making more on their expensive meals and paying 

their employees less. At the same time our daughter 

worked for IHOP. Her hourly wage was higher, but of 

course, her tips were much lower. 

I had not previously known that employees were 

paid with the expectation that much of their income 

would come from the public, not the employer. It 

actually made me a better tipper realizing that in some 

ways the server was employed by me for the time of 

service. 

 Danny Meyer is a New York restaurateur with 

14 very successful restaurants. A great reason for his 

success, he feels, is more than the quality food, which 

is top notch. He says what really makes the difference 

is the hospitality. He goes to great lengths to hire 

friendly personable employees and trains them in 

exceptional hospitality and the subtleties of 

recognizing when customers want to be engaged in 

conversation and when they don’t. They learn to serve 

unobtrusively and with great care. 

 I heard Danny Meyer speak at a leadership 

conference this summer and was very impressed. And, 

I believe he is right, for all of us, from the church to 

our home to our places of business, hospitality is 

crucial to success. I’m reading his book right now and 

gaining ideas from a leading restaurateur! 

 It is Meyer’s goal to eliminate tipping in his 

restaurants. He will pay the employees what they are 

worth and expect their utmost in hospitality and 

service regardless of the customer’s attitude or 

generosity. Grumpy or appreciative, all get the finest 

with no tip expected. 

 Interestingly, a poll conducted by the firm 

Horizon Media revealed 81% of American restaurant-

goers aren’t interested in giving up tipping. Diners are 

convinced that their tips are a reward given for good 

service, and if tips aren’t expected, they believe they’ll 

receive poor service and outright neglect. —Joe 

Pinsker, “Most Americans aren’t ready to give up 

tipping,” The Atlantic, January 29, 2016. 
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 Personally, even if the price of a meal increases, 

I wouldn’t mind giving up tipping. I don’t base my 

tipping on performance. I try to tip well. Probably 

because of stories my children told based on their 

restaurant service experience. I also recognize that a 

server may be off par because they have a crisis at 

home or just got yelled at by another customer or 

aren’t feeling well. And I want to encourage them. 

 I like Meyer’s idea that he expects his servers to 

offer great hospitality as the rule, not the exception or 

for a tip reward. And I think that is part of the message 

Jesus wants the man in our scripture reading to 

understand. We are all in for Christ because of his love 

and not because of the reward. Today we heard, “As 

Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and 

fell on his knees before him. ‘Good teacher,’ he 

asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’” 

(Mark 10:17) What must I do? Lay out, Jesus, what is 

required for me to do? He wants eternal life and that is 

a good thing. But he doesn’t understand God’s grace. 

 And Jesus’ response is not easy. Jesus cares 

about him and wants him to understand the workings 

of the Kingdom on a deeper level. 

 “Jesus looked at him and loved him.” (Mark 

10:21) Jesus loved him. He wants this man on his 

team. He wants him to have eternal life. But, he knows 

there is an aspect the man doesn’t understand, yet. 

 The text gives us a positive image of the man. 

He sought Jesus out, ran to him and he knelt before 

him. This was on the road in public during the day. He 

doesn’t seek Jesus at midnight as some did who didn’t 

want to be seen. He is self-assured and reverential (he 

knelt before Jesus) and respectful. 

 Jesus answered, “You know the 

commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall 

not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall 

not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, 

honor your father and mother.’” (Mark 10:19) This 

man was encouraged. He did know the commandments 

and had followed the laws of Moses as well as humans 

can. He was comfortable proclaiming that he was 

faithful in upholding the commandments that pertain 

to one’s relationship to one’s neighbors. 

 If only Jesus had stopped there, the man could 

have walked away reassured that he would inherit 

eternal life. The problem is, God wants us to follow all 

the commandments. “Jesus looked at him and loved 

him. ‘One thing you lack,’ he said. ‘Go, sell 

everything you have and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 

me.’” (Mark 10:21) What was this about, we wonder? 

What commandment tells us to sell everything and 

give it to the poor? 

 The problem is, entering the kingdom of God is 

not about what we do. It is about what we believe. And 

where we focus our time and energy reveals what we 

believe and what is most important to us. The man was 

failing to demonstrate his faith in God above all else. 
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 Jesus revealed that the man ultimately did not 

believe. If the man could part with his possessions and 

give to the poor, it would reveal he truly loves God 

above all else and loves his neighbor as himself. He 

was guilty of idol worship. The man’s sense of well-

being was rooted in his status, power, and security that 

his affluence afforded. His idol was his wealth. He had 

more trust in his wealth then in God.  

 And, sadly, even when this was exposed, the 

man could not release his wealth, his idol. He couldn’t 

give it up. He walked away sad. It’s tough when our 

idols are revealed. God is to come first above 

everything else. 

Jesus gave us the greatest commandment, 

“‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in 

the Law?’ Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matthew 22:36-39) 

It requires us to ask ourselves, “What strong 

hold of mine keeps me from committing 100% to 

Jesus? What am I unwilling to give up to be totally 

committed to Jesus? 

Jesus and his disciples discussed the challenge 

and we should too. Jesus noted that it is difficult for 

those who have accumulated wealth and stuff to enter 

the Kingdom of God, but he does not say it is 

impossible. It’s not inherently wicked to have wealth. 

The problem comes when the love of riches, and the 

power and status that goes with that, gets ahold of us 

and we struggle to part with the riches for the good of 

others. The problem is when we believe that we’ve 

been blessed with all we have simply for our own 

benefit and fail to realize that our blessings are to be 

shared to fight against poverty and want and 

malnutrition and disease, etc. 

We like to cling to our accumulations, yet there 

is hope for salvation. “Jesus looked at them and said, 

‘With man this is impossible, but not with God; all 

things are possible with God.’” (Mark 10:27) It is 

difficult for the comfortably blessed to enter the 

Kingdom, but, really, it is mindboggling that any of us 

will enter the Kingdom of God! It is not possible for us 

alone. It is only by the love, grace and mercy of God! 

When we genuinely seek the Kingdom through the 

grace of Jesus, it is possible.  

Does this mean we can hold onto our riches? 

No, not really. What it means is that as we try to 

follow Jesus’ teaching, try to grow to be more like 

Jesus, to serve like Jesus, we will recognize the idols 

in our lives, the strong holds that keep us from being 

all in, and God will prompt us to let them go and put 

our whole faith and trust in Him. 

What is God prompting you to let go of a bit 

more right now? 

Thankfully, just as Jesus loved the rich man, he 

loves us. Just as Jesus patiently taught him, he teaches 
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us. Just as Jesus reached out, holding the door open, he 

holds it open for us. The choice is ours. 

So, are we teachable? Do we lean into God’s 

word in the Bible? Do we try to give ourselves fully to 

God, growing in trust? Do we genuinely care about 

others and look for opportunities to make a difference 

in their lives? Are we willing to let go of our 

strongholds that draw our focus away from God’s best 

for us? 

Now, back to tipping. Most Americans don’t 

want to give up tipping because they want to reward 

their server according to the service. I wonder if that is 

our attitude toward God. We’ll give of our time and 

finances as a “reward” to God, as a token of our 

appreciation for his love. We’ll give to God according 

to our sense of satisfaction with God’s apparent 

presence in our lives and current situations. You know, 

many Americans leave 15 to 20% tips in restaurants 

and give God 2-3%. 

As I say those words, we immediately know 

how silly that approach is and that no amount of giving 

on our part can begin to approach the amazing value of 

God’s gift of grace through Jesus whose work on the 

cross on our behalf makes it possible for us to be 

forgiven and presented cleansed and renewed before 

God. We can’t begin to compensate for that!  

Our giving, both of our time and our finances, 

should be a response of gratitude to our amazing gift-

giving grace-giving God. Do we reveal our true 

gratitude or merely a token? 

Next month you’ll be invited to turn in your 

estimates of giving to Spirit Song for 2019. This is 

important for our budgeting, so we can steward the 

funds with wisdom. I invite you to begin praying about 

your giving now. Will your gratitude toward God, and 

toward the presence of this church, this worship, our 

ministries, and the people of faith, enable us to let go 

of some of our abundance, or will we hold tightly like 

the man in the story? 

 We don’t know the rest of the story. I hope the 

man, after soaking in Jesus’ teaching and reflecting, 

decided to release his wealth and choose Jesus above 

all else. I hope he enjoyed the blessings of serving 

Jesus and later the glory of eternal life. 

 I pray that we too release our strong holds and 

choose Jesus above all and receive fully his best for us. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we place security in our 

abundance, or any other idol, before being all in with 

you. Help us love you more than our strongholds. Help 

us live lives of gratitude giving and serving out of the 

blessings you have so amazingly given us. Amen. 

 

 

 
 


