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When I was a child, I belonged to a 

church with many rooms. It had a 

library, classrooms for adult and 

children’s Sunday school, a choir 

room, large bathrooms, a kitchen, 

offices, a hall for being together after 

worship. As a child I would wander 

when I could from room to room, 

innocent and inconspicuous; I would 

sit in chairs too big and old for me to 

feel comfortable; I would smell the 

church. Something about time and 

dust that made everything have…a 

smell. It smelled ancient and holy. 

Most of you have a fond experience 

of a place of worship. Perhaps it was 

the sounds, the look, the memories. 

And many more of you will have 

another place, outside of a place of 

worship that holds something special. 

A grandparent’s home, or aunt’s or 

uncle’s home, your elementary 

school. These places hold sounds, 

smells, emotions, memories for us 

that make them special. 

  

When we deal with trouble, or change 

we want to return to places of comfort 

like those special places.  

 

Today we read of an encounter that 

troubles the disciples.  

 

In the previous chapter, Jesus 

performs miracles, and teaches and 

foretells his own death and 

resurrection 3 days later. After all of 

that it is time to “go away,” and Jesus 

separates from the people, and the 

majority of his followers, to have 

some time away. He brings James, 

Peter, and John, and they head up a 

mountain. What happens when they 

get there is...troubling. 

 

The word we read and we celebrate 

today is transfigure. In Greek it is 

“metamorphoo.” It means to be 

transformed, or to be changed on the 

outside while staying the same on the 

inside. 

 

Jesus is changed, but on the outside 

only. A bright light comes from him 

and he is whiter than anything the 

disciples have ever seen. Jesus’ 

external change is the reverse of what 

happens to the disciples and happens 

to us as we encounter Jesus, the Son 

of God. We are changed on the inside 

even though we may look the same on 

the outside. Clouds come and images 

of Elijah and Moses appear. God’s 

voice claims Jesus as the Son of God 

and instructs them to listen to Jesus. 

Peter reacts...because they are 

terrified of this unexpected turn of 

events. He suggests they build 

residences for Jesus, Moses, and 

Elijah on the mountain. Instead of 

replying Jesus leads them back down 

the mountain with instructions to not 

say anything of what happened until 

after his death and resurrection. 

 



This encounter on the mountain 

reminds us of our own mountaintop 

experiences. Perhaps a meaningful 

vacation or trip where we are 

challenged by the new culture, or 

where our soul finds much needed 

rest. Perhaps it is an event that breaks 

us and rebuilds us like a spiritual 

retreat or Walk to Emmaus weekend. 

We have had those mountaintop 

experiences, those times away from 

our normal day to day that have a 

profound effect on us.    

 

The mountaintop experience with 

Jesus and the disciples reminds us of 

other mountaintop events in our 

scriptures: Moses on Mt. Horeb 

bringing down the laws for the 

people, or the voice of God claiming 

Jesus as God’s son reminds us of 

Jesus’ baptism in Mark 1:11. 

 

In Verse 5 Peter suggests that they put 

up homes for Jesus, Elijah, and Moses 

on the mountaintop. It says the 

disciples were terrified. They saw 

Jesus change and they were terrified. 

Change can be terrifying. Peter’s 

suggestions to build houses feels like 

a reaction to separate the holy from 

the mundane. To have space between 

the extreme experiences of God with 

the normal everyday.  

 

Why were they so scared?  

The disciples were terrified at what 

they saw. The true identity of Jesus as 

son of God, his connection to the law 

and the prophets of their sacred 

tradition. I wonder if Peter suggested 

they build homes for Jesus on the hill 

out of traditions that keep the holy on 

mountains, in temples, in holy places. 

But the holy is meant for the people 

of the world. Keeping the holy in one 

place, as much as it honors God, is 

not where God wants to be.  

 

The desire to have a sacred place 

away for God to be and for us to visit 

is abundantly seen through the old 

and new testaments and even in our 

own lives 

 

In the new testament Paul says to the 

Philippians 2:6-11 

who, though he was in the form of 

God, 

    did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 

7 but emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

8     he humbled himself 

    and became obedient to the point of 

death— 

    even death on a cross. 

 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted 

him 

    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 

10 so that at the name of Jesus 

    every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, 

11 and every tongue should confess 

    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 



    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

God humbled himself to be one of us, 

to be with God’s people.  

 

… I am reminded also of 2nd Samuel 

7:6-7 

 

I have not lived in a house since the 

day I brought up the people of Israel 

from Egypt to this day, but I have 

been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved 

about among all the people of Israel, 

did I ever speak a word with any of 

the tribal leaders[a] of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people 

Israel, saying, “Why have you not 

built me a house of cedar?”  

 

Perhaps the point can be made that 

God did not want his house to be built 

from a man who fought bloody 

battles, and the temple would come 

from his son instead (who had his 

own sins.) Or perhaps it was also that 

God needed to reside with the people 

to be near to them so they could 

remember God in their daily lives.  

 

I am glad that Jesus did not respond to 

Peter’s request to build them houses 

on the mountain but instead led them 

down the mountain. Jesus asked them 

not to tell anyone until his end had 

come. It was a sign that, as powerful 

and awesome Jesus was, being the son 

of God, that for the time his place was 

as Rabbi...the best teacher any of us 

could hope for.  

 

Jesus’ mission was not to make a big 

deal of himself or to elevate his 

followers to positions of power, 

authority, and prestige through 

identification with him. It was to point 

beyond himself to God and God’s 

coming reign on Earth and to invite 

his followers to find their voice in 

bearing witness to this transforming 

redemptive God.  

 

Reading this text I cannot help but 

think about Spirit Song and how we 

have gone from having a place of 

worship to worshipping from our 

homes. We have gone from having a 

house for God to creating space for 

God in our homes. I hope that this has 

been a time when we recognize God 

in our midst, the son of God, Jesus, 

who did not stay on the mountain but 

came down to be with and teach the 

people.  

 

In the same way, some of us are 

creating sacred mountains in our 

homes, and there will be a time when 

we need to leave the safety and 

security and comfort of our own 

homes to go back into the world, 

where there are people to meet in 

mutual service. 

 

How do you separate yourself from 

God? Are you like Peter and try to 

make a home for God high on a 

mountain, away from your everyday?  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8188a


Jesus reminds us of his presence on 

Earth through Bible passages like 

Matthew 25:  And the king will 

answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you 

did it to me. Jesus can be found in the 

lost, the lonely, the hungry, the sick, 

the imprisoned. Jesus is closer than 

we imagine.  

 

The truth is we cannot separate 

ourselves from God. We cannot put 

God in a box, or a building and expect 

God to stay there.   

 

The message we can take away from 

here is that as Peter, James, and John 

witnessed on the mountain, they had 

never been far from God, because 

they traveled with Jesus, the son of 

God. And Jesus teaches us through his 

life, death, and resurrection that God 

is never far from us. Maybe it’s 

terrifying to know that God is so 

close. But maybe it is reassuring too 

to know that when we are in need 

God is present. Where is God’s 

home? God’s home resides with all 

people. People who are in need and 

those who will sit and care for them. 

 

May you feel the love of God in your 

homes, in your communities, in 

mutual service to one another and 

your lives. Amen.  
 


